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Foreword

This book supplements previous reference works produced by the Air
Force Historical Research Agency through the Air Force History Support
Office for Air Force and general public use. These works include publications
about Air Force organizations, unit lineage and honors histories, air bases,
campaigns, chronologies, contingencies, and aerial victory credits. These
materials provide data for those who will make decisions about future Air
Force structures and operations and for service members who need reference
information about the past. The present volume covers an often overlooked cat-
egory of Air Force operations: humanitarian airlift.

The USAF has participated in hundreds of major humanitarian airlift
operations since its birth. These airlifts have saved the lives of thousands of
people in the United States and abroad and have served as tools of U.S. diplo-
macy, demonstrating the versatility of air power not only as a weapon of war
but also as an instrument of peace. The future will continue to demand human-
itarian airlift operations, and this book will help planners to appreciate, in
quantitative and qualitative terms, how these operations were conducted in the
past.
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Preface

Historians have written extensively about the United States Air Force as an
instrument of war, focusing on aerial combat, bombing, strafing, and the trans-
portation of troops and weapons. They have written less about the role of the
USAF in supporting disaster relief operations, in helping emerging nations meet
the needs of their citizens, and in feeding the hungry anywhere in the world—
missions which are cumulatively known as humanitarian airlift. One might even
think this is a new role for the U.S. military. This book attempts to fill a histori-
cal gap by addressing humanitarian airlift missions as an important part of Air
Force heritage.

Rarely acting alone in conducting humanitarian relief efforts, the U.S. Air
Force has served with the U.S. Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard. It
has worked with other federal agencies such as the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, the State Department, and the Agency for International Develop-
ment. It has also interacted with private charitable organizations.

Air Force humanitarian airlift operations include providing assistance at
home and abroad. In the event of a domestic disaster, the federal government fol-
lows a procedure first defined by the Federal Disaster Act of 1950. After an
emergency, a governor requests federal assistance and the president declares the
region a federal disaster area. In recent decades, the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency has coordinated domestic disaster relief, often requesting the sup-
port of the Department of Defense for airlift missions.

In the case of an international disaster, a foreign government requests relief
through the U.S. embassy, permitting the State Department’s Agency for
International Development and its Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance to coor-
dinate the relief effort. Both organizations have used the USAF for airlift when
commercial aircraft were not available or could not perform the mission. In
recent years, the Department of Defense established its own office of humani-
tarian assistance to coordinate congressionally-mandated transport of privately
donated relief supplies and distribution of excess nonlethal Defense Department
cargo.

The Military Airlift Command dominated, but did not monopolize, human-
itarian airlifts during the Cold War. Other Air Force commands, such as U.S. Air
Forces in Europe, Pacific Air Forces, Tactical Air Command, Alaskan Air
Command, Caribbean Air Command, Southern Air Command, and Air Mobility
Command took part in significant relief flights. Air Force Reserve and Air
National Guard crews and aircraft also participated in many operations, either
independently or by complementing active organizations.
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Preface
Criteria

Humanitarian airlift as described in this book includes the following types
of operations:

1. Airlift of relief workers, equipment, or supplies to victims of natural
disasters, major accidents, civil conflicts, or political emergencies.

2. Air evacuation from dangerous areas.

3. Aerial spraying of insecticide or fire-retardant chemicals.

4. Air rescue from shipwrecks, flooded areas, or other emergency situa-
tions.

5. Airdrops of food to snowbound livestock.
The following types of operations are not included in this book:

1. Movement of peacekeeping or peacemaking troops, or of former pris-
oners of war.

2. Military aeromedical evacuations or air rescues.

3. Routine supply missions to scientific research stations.

4. Routine airlifts, such as airdrops of Christmas bundles.

5. Relief operations not involving airlift, such as land delivery of supplies
to storm victims near Air Force installations.

6. Deliveries of supplies to combat troops.

7. Hurricane tracking missions.

Categories and Definitions

For each mission, information is arranged in eight categories: the name of
the operation, the location of the airlift, the date(s) of the airlift, the nature of the
emergency, the Air Force organization(s) involved, the type and amount of cargo
airlifted, the type and number of aircraft employed, and a narrative description of
operations.

Relatively few relief operations earned official names; the designation of
most derived from the disasters or emergencies that engendered them. The loca-
tion and date of an operation refer not to the disaster or emergency, but to the
relief mission that followed. The location refers to the destination of cargo, not
its point of origin. The date does not include return flights after cargo deliveries.

The names of many countries changed between 1947 and 1994. To avoid
confusion, the category descriptions use the name of the country as it was at the
time of the airlift.

In describing damage caused by earthquakes, the text often refers to the
Richter scale. Devised by Dr. Charles F. Richter of the California Institute of
Technology, this logarithmic scale has graded steps for expressing the magnitude
of an earthquake. Each whole number increment represents an enormous
increase in magnitude, with a 4.5 earthquake causing slight damage and an 8.5
earthquake causing very devastating damage.

viii
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Air Force organizations listed include only those that actually flew airlift
missions. The category “Aircraft Employed” includes both the type and the num-
ber of aircraft. If one C—130 delivered relief supplies on three separate flights,
only one C-130 is listed. In a few cases, available source material provided only
the total number of missions per aircraft type. In these cases, the number of mis-
sions rather than the number of aircraft is indicated. Civilian aircraft chartered
by the Air Force are not listed.

Some entries indicate the amount of financial damage sustained during the
emergency. These amounts have not been adjusted for inflation, so the reader
should not attempt to compare economic losses for various disasters from the
figures provided.

Organization

This book is divided into seven chapters. Each describes humanitarian air-
lifts in a specific region: North America (United States and Canada); Latin
America (including Mexico and Central America); Europe; Africa; southwest
Asia; east Asia; and the Pacific (including Australia). In each chapter, humani-
tarian airlifts are listed chronologically.
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Introduction

Humanitarian airlift is a U.S. tradition older than the U.S. Air Force. It is
almost as old as military aviation itself. Just twelve years after the establish-
ment in 1907 of the Signal Corps’ Aeronautical Division, the airplane became
an instrument of disaster relief. Humanitarian airlift missions continued
through the Roaring Twenties and the Great Depression. Even the vast com-
mitments of World War II did not halt humanitarian airlifts by the U.S. mili-
tary. The USAF continued the relief airlift tradition during the Cold War and
beyond, conducting about 560 relief airlifts in the years between its establish-
ment in 1947 as an independent service and 1994.

Humanitarian Airlift Before 1947

As early as 1919, U.S. Army aircraft from Kelly Field, Texas, dropped food
to marooned flood victims along the Rio Grande. Three years later, aircraft
from Crissy Field, California, flew rescue workers to a mine where 48 miners
were trapped 500 feet underground.’

Many early domestic humanitarian flights were flown in response to win-
ter emergencies. In March 1923, Aberdeen Proving Ground in Maryland sent
airplanes to bomb an ice jam on the Delaware River. The next month, an air-
craft from Chanute Field, Illinois, dropped food to marooned people on South
Fox Island in Lake Michigan. In March 1924, aircraft from Chanute Field and
Fort Riley, Kansas, saved Union Pacific railroad bridges by bombing an ice
jam on the Platte River. Two years later, aircraft from Aberdeen Proving
Ground bombed an ice jam on the Susquehanna River in Pennsylvania. When
flooding stranded hundreds of people in southern Alabama in March 1929, air-
planes from Maxwell Field dropped relief supplies to them.?

Humanitarian flights continued in the 1930s, responding to a series of nat-
ural disasters. After severe blizzards hit the southwest in 1932, aircraft from
the Army’s 11th Bombardment Squadron dropped food to snowbound and
starving native Americans in Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah.’ One of the
most unusual humanitarian air operations took place in December 1935, when
the 5th Bombardment Group bombed Mauna Loa in Hawaii to curb the vol-
cano’s lava flow and save the city of Hilo.* On February 9, 1936, the 96th
Bombardment Squadron flew supplies to marooned residents on islands in the
frozen Chesapeake Bay. The next month, the 96th Squadron, the 20th
Bombardment Squadron, and the 103d Observation Squadron flew relief sup-
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plies to flood victims in Pennsylvania. Another flood in southern Illinois in
early 1937 elicited a 9th Airship Squadron relief operation.’

Army aircraft also flew humanitarian missions to foreign nations before
the establishment of the U.S. Air Force as an independent service in September
1947. In February 1939, the 2d Bombardment Wing delivered medical sup-
plies to earthquake victims in Chile.® Four years later, in the midst of World
War I, a B-24 from a base in Guatemala dropped a life raft with diphtheria
vaccine to a destroyer escorting a British aircraft carrier. The destroyer deliv-
ered the vaccine to the carrier, preventing a shipboard epidemic.” In September
1944, Army Air Force planes dropped food to starving French citizens; in May
1945, B—17s delivered food to hungry people in the Netherlands in “Operation
Chowhound.”

Army Air Force aircraft continued flying humanitarian missions after
World War II. In February 1947, the Air Rescue Service (Air Rscu Svc) flew
relief missions to Bolivia after a flood of the Mamore River.’ In April 1947, the
Tenth Air Force flew equipment, supplies, and workers from Kelly Field to
Galveston, Texas, in response to a ship explosion and fire at nearby Texas City.

The Cold War

After the U.S. Air Force was established in 1947, it continued to fly the
domestic humanitarian airlift operations conducted by its Army predecessors.
U.S. citizens naturally expected the assistance of their armed forces after
domestic emergencies, and the end of World War Il made that assistance more
readily available. Foreign policy developments in the late 1940s, however,
expanded humanitarian airlift operations overseas as well.

In 1947, the United States introduced the Marshall Plan, offering to
rebuild the war-shattered countries of Europe.'® The Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics (USSR) established puppet states in eastern Europe, precipitating a
“Cold War” that lasted four decades and stimulated U.S. humanitarian airlifts.
The Cold War compelled the United States to maintain a large peacetime mil-
itary establishment for the first time in its history and sparked production of
military cargo aircraft which, while designed to move troops and equipment to
battle, could also deliver food, clothing, tents, and other relief supplies. The
Cold War also stimulated the building and maintenance of a worldwide net-
work of air bases that facilitated rapid relief for victims of foreign emergen-
cies, both natural and man-made.

Finally, the Cold War encouraged U.S. political leaders to respond to the
needs of developing nations in an effort to keep them from joining the Soviet
camp. The fierce competition between the United States and the USSR
spawned enormous financial expenditures and the acquisition and develop-
ment of aircraft, bases, and personnel, which were used to respond to foreign
disasters. In this way, preparedness for war saved thousands of lives.
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The Utility of Humanitarian Airlift

Obviously, humanitarian airlift operations are of greatest and most direct
benefit to the individual victims of disaster or emergency. For them, the rapid
movement of cargo or personnel can make a life-or-death difference. But
humanitarian airlift operations also benefit as a whole the countries to which
they are directed. They allow foreign states to retain economic and political
stability in the face of sudden challenge. Relief airlifts have strengthened
nations that might be vulnerable to enemies, foreign or domestic. Allowed to
fester, emergencies such as natural disasters sometimes fuel civil unrest, mass
migrations, or epidemics, which can spill across international borders, threat-
ening regional peace and security. By flying relief supplies to one nation, the
United States often indirectly helps other nearby nations.

When the United States airlifts relief supplies to foreign nations, it also
benefits itself. Humanitarian airlifts are diplomatic tools in the hands of the
president and the State Department. Grateful recipients of relief have extend-
ed to the United States not only friendship but also increased trade, access to
natural resources, support in international diplomacy, and basing privileges.
By hastening another country’s recovery from disaster, the United States is act-
ing in its own economic and political interests.

Relief airlifts provide the Air Force with outstanding opportunities for mil-
itary training, since airlifting refugees, bulldozers, and food is not much dif-
ferent from moving troops, tanks, and the materiel of war. U.S. aircrews who
deliver relief supplies to remote disaster sites become familiar with techniques,
locations, and conditions they might face in wartime. Nevertheless, in many
cases, the United States responds to international emergencies when there is
little to expect in return. This policy is rooted in the U.S. humanitarian tradi-
tion.

Adaptations for Humanitarian Airlift

From its inception in 1947, the U.S. Air Force has recognized the necessi-
ty and importance of airlift and has adapted structurally to achieve this mis-
sion. Composed of Air Force and Navy elements under the administrative
supervision of the Air Force, the Military Air Transport Service (MATS) was
established on June 1, 1948, to serve all branches of the armed forces. For the
next decade, MATS consisted of the Continental, Atlantic, and Pacific
Divisions. In 1958, the Pacific Division was dissolved, the Continental
Division became the Western Transport Air Force, and the Atlantic Division
became the Eastern Transport Air Force. In the 1960s, the Navy dropped out
of MATS. In 1966, the Military Airlift Command (MAC) replaced MATS. The
Western Transport Air Force became the Twenty-second Air Force and the
Eastern Transport Air Force became the Twenty-first Air Force.
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The year 1974 was a watershed for airlift. Air Force Reserve (AF Res) and
Air National Guard (ANG) units began using their crews on a volunteer basis
in foreign disaster relief operations," and MAC gained command of reserve
airlift units.”” In December, Tactical Air Command (TAC) C-130 airlift assets
transferred to MAC," bringing all airlift assets, tactical and strategic, under
centralized control for the first time. They remained under MAC until 1992.

In the 1980s, most humanitarian airlift operations were classified as spe-
cial assignment airlift missions, resulting from a contract between MAC and
other federal agencies which reimbursed MAC for each airlift. In 1984, gov-
ernment agencies outside the Department of Defense (DoD) were charged
$3,540 per C-130 flying hour, $4,583 per C—141 flying hour, and $12,146 per
C-5 flying hour."

Congress passed two important pieces of legislation in 1985 and 1986
that expanded the humanitarian assistance role of the Defense Department.
The Denton Amendment to a defense appropriations bill allowed the Air
Force to transport privately donated humanitarian cargo on routine or training
missions overseas at no charge to donors or recipients. The McCollum
Amendment allowed surplus nonlethal DoD supplies to be airlifted to devel-
oping nations."

The Goldwater-Nichols Defense Reorganization Act of 1986 changed the
process by which DoD reacted to emergencies around the world. The chain of
command now ran from the president through the secretary of defense to the
theater commander, bypassing the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Airlift assignments no
longer went through the chief of staff of the USAF. Joint task forces under the-
ater commanders tapped Air Force elements for humanitarian and other con-
tingency operations.

During the Cold War, the Air Force acquired larger and faster transport air-
craft. By the late 1940s, the most common cargo airplanes were twin-engine
C—47 Skytrains and four-engine C—54 Skymasters. Other transports of this
period included twin-engine C—45 Expediters, C—82 Packets, C—46 Comman-
dos, and four-engine C—74 Globemasters.

By the 1950s, several new transport aircraft had come into service, includ-
ing the twin-engine C-119 Flying Boxcar—a descendant of the C—82—and
the C—123 Provider. The Berlin Airlift had demonstrated the need for larger
aircraft. In response, the Air Force acquired the huge, four-engine double-
decked C—124 Globemaster 11, which served as a strategic airlifter. In the same
decade, many transports that had been used through the 1940s, including the
C45, C-46, C-54, C-72, and C-82, went out of service.'

The venerable C—130 Hercules, a four-engine turboprop, emerged in the
1950s to become the Air Force’s favorite tactical airlifter through the rest of the
century. The Hercules could carry large quantities of cargo to relatively small
airfields in remote locations and was rugged enough to handle rough landings
in combat zones and disaster areas.
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In the 1960s, several new cargo aircraft entered the Air Force inventory.
The most significant was the C—141 Starlifter, a four-engine jet giant designed
to replace the C—124 for strategic airlift missions. The C—135 Stratolifter, a
variant of the Boeing 707 jet airliner and the KC—-135 refueler, was less com-
mon. Four-engine propeller aircraft, such as the C—118 Liftmaster and the
C—121 Super Constellation, were also used. To move large cargo, the Air Force
acquired the gigantic four-engine C—133 Cargomaster. The smaller, twin-
engine C—7 Caribou supplemented the C—130 fleet for tactical airlift missions.

During the 1970s, many older cargo types, such as the C—47, C-118,
C-119, and C-124, left the inventory of active Air Force units. The C—141s
were modified with longer fuselages and air refueling equipment to extend
their range and cargo capacity. Culminating the trend toward larger and faster
strategic airlifters, the four-engine jet C—5 Galaxy appeared in the early 1980s
to replace the C—133. At the time, the Galaxy was the largest aircraft in the
world.

Despite the acquisition of larger transport planes during the Cold War, the
Air Force never abandoned smaller aircraft, because many airstrips were too
small to accommodate the large C—5s and C—141s. In many operations, larger
aircraft unloaded relief supplies far from their final destination, shifting the
cargo to smaller C—130s or to helicopters, which could move it to smaller air-
fields in the disaster area. For aeromedical evacuations, the Air Force acquired
the twin-engine C-9 Nightingale.

After the Cold War

The Cold War ended not long after Mikhail Gorbachev came to power in
the Soviet Union. Gorbachev pursued dramatic internal reforms and estab-
lished a more cordial relationship with the United States. By the early 1990s,
the reforms sparked revolutionary changes in the emerging nations of the for-
mer Soviet Union and in eastern Europe. Between 1989 and early 1993, com-
munist governments collapsed in Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Romania,
Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, East Germany, Albania, and the USSR. Gorbachev lost
power to Boris Yeltsin, president of Russia. The Berlin Wall was torn down, the
Warsaw Pact disintegrated, and Germany reunified. The collapse of commu-
nism released a tide of nationalism that split Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, and
the Soviet Union into at least 21 new republics.

The end of the Cold War multiplied the humanitarian airlifts of the Air
Force. The United States assisted its traditional friends, but also expanded its
aid to some former adversaries. The Air Force encountered many airfields
which had long been off limits to U.S. military aircraft. For the first time, the
entire globe became the theater for U.S. relief flights. Between 1947 and 1987,
the Air Force flew an average of fewer than 12 humanitarian airlifts per year.
In 1991 and 1992, the average jumped to more than 20 airlifts each year.
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As the demand for U.S. humanitarian airlift was increasing, the end of the
Cold War brought a smaller military budget, reducing resources with which the
Air Force could perform its traditional relief role. In the early 1990s, the ser-
vice underwent a massive downsizing and reorganization, inactivating many
organizations, including some airlift wings. At the same time, many U.S. mil-
itary bases around the world prepared to close. In a very real sense, airlifters
attempted to do “more with less.”

In 1992, the Air Force modernized its airlift organization. For almost 20
years, MAC had had control of all airlift wings. On April 1, intratheater airlift
transferred to theater control, and the United States Air Forces in Europe
(USAFE) and the Pacific Air Forces (PACAF) each gained a C-130 wing."
The Air Force also disestablished the 322d and 834th Airlift Divisions (Alft
Divs), which had managed airlift in the European and Pacific theaters.

On June 1, MAC itself was inactivated and was replaced by the Air
Mobility Command (AMC)." This new command lacked some of the tactical
airlift resources of its predecessor but gained some of the tanker assets from
the inactivated Strategic Air Command (SAC), allowing it to join tankers and
cargo transports under common management. That same year, AMC estab-
lished a Tanker Airlift Control Center at Scott AFB, Illinois, to streamline use
of Air Force airlift resources for theater commanders."

In 1993, the reorganization of airlift assets continued. On October 1,
remaining AMC C-130s were transferred to the Air Combat Command.”
Relinquishing its Air Rscu Svc units to Air Combat Command allowed AMC
to concentrate on strategic airlift.”!

As the Regular Air Force grew smaller in the 1990s, it relied increasingly
on AF Res and ANG personnel and resources. By May 1993, more than two-
thirds of all airlift wings—44 of 58—belonged to the Guard and Reserve. They
served with active duty units as part of an integrated total force.

As the Air Force entered the 1990s, it depended on three primary transport
aircraft: the C—130 for tactical airlift and the C—141 and the C-5 for strategic
airlift. In the 1990s, the C—17, which combined the large cross section of the
C—5 with the short takeoff and landing capabilities of the C—130, entered the
inventory. However, it was not produced in sufficient quantities to have much
impact on humanitarian airlift operations. The first C—17 squadron became
operational in January 1995.

By the early 1990s, the C—141 fleet was approaching the end of its useful
life. To employ modern aircraft and to cut costs, AMC contracted with civilian
airlines to perform routine missions and humanitarian airlifts. By the end of
1993, commercial aircraft assigned to the Civil Reserve Aircraft Fleet carried
more passengers than military aircraft on AMC missions and up to 30 percent
of the total cargo.”

Both major U.S. political parties recognize the value of humanitarian air-
lift as an instrument of national policy, and there have been no great fluctua-
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tions in the number of relief operations from administration to administration.
The rate of natural disasters has had more effect on the frequency of humani-
tarian operations than have political changes in Washington, D.C.

The Air Force’s global network of air bases has encouraged presidents to
call on the service for a quick response to emergencies. Disaster strikes sud-
denly and time is often the most crucial factor in an emergency. While more
personnel and cargo can be shipped by land or sea than by air, they cannot be
shipped as rapidly. Some places can be reached only by air, particularly when
blizzards, floods, or earthquakes cut surface supply routes. Sometimes, as in
the Berlin blockade in 1948 and 1949, military forces block surface routes.
Airlift allows the United States to reach isolated populations, bringing supplies
necessary for survival.

Outstanding Airlifts

Of the more than 560 humanitarian airlift operations the Air Force has
conducted since 1947, some stand out as especially significant. In terms of
tonnage and aircraft, the Berlin Airlift was the largest in history. It demon-
strated the utility of air power as a diplomatic instrument by sustaining two
million people in West Berlin isolated by a Soviet blockade. The operation
allowed the United States to fulfill a foreign policy objective without war.

Safe Haven in 1956 and 1957 moved more than 10,000 refugees from
Europe to the United States after Soviet tanks crushed an anticommunist rebel-
lion in Hungary. It allowed thousands to begin a new life and demonstrated
America’s commitment to freedom in the face of communism at the height of
the Cold War.

Europe was not the only theater for humanitarian airlifts. In 1960, USAF
cargo planes delivered over 1,000 tons of relief equipment and supplies to vic-
tims of a devastating series of earthquakes in Chile in an operation aptly called
Amigos (friends). After terrible floods in South Vietnam in 1964, the Air Force
evacuated 1,500 people and delivered more than 2,000 tons of humanitarian
supplies.

The Air Force also conducted very large relief operations within the
United States. For example, in 1949, USAF cargo planes dropped more than
4,700 tons of food to starving livestock in eight western states after a severe
blizzard. After Hurricane Camille, which hit southern Mississippi in 1969,
scores of USAF planes delivered more than 5,900 tons of vehicles, electric
generators, food, clothing, medicine, and other relief equipment to the Gulf
Coast.

Some of the largest humanitarian airlifts in the 1970s were flown to aid
millions of famine victims in Africa. In 1973 and 1974, the Air Force flew
more than 18,600 tons of food and relief supplies to Mali, Chad, and
Mauritania, in operations called Authentic Assistance and King Grain.
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When the government of South Vietnam fell to communist forces in 1975,
the Air Force transported more than 50,000 refugees in four overlapping
humanitarian airlift operations. Babylift, New Life, Frequent Wind, and New
Arrivals also moved 8,000 tons of cargo, some of it to temporary refugee
camps on islands in the Pacific.

Under the leadership of President George Bush, the United States flew
several large humanitarian operations in the early 1990s. Provide Comfort,
Provide Hope, Provide Promise, and Provide Relief airlifted tons of relief sup-
plies to Kurds in western Turkey and northern Iraq, to the republics of the for-
mer Soviet Union, to Bosnia-Herzegovina in the former Yugoslavia, and to
Somalian refugees. Provide Promise was the longest sustained humanitarian
airlift in U.S. history.

During the Bush administration, the Air Force also flew several large
domestic humanitarian airlifts. For example, in 1992, USAF cargo planes
moved more than 28,000 tons of supplies and 12,000 passengers to relieve vic-
tims of Hurricane Andrew in south Florida and Typhoon Iniki in Hawaii.

President Bill Clinton continued the humanitarian airlift tradition by
authorizing an airlift of more than 3,600 tons of relief supplies for thousands
of Rwandan refugees in central Africa after an outbreak of ethnic violence
forced them from their homes.

These examples are but a few of the largest humanitarian airlifts flown
during the first 50 years of the USAF as an independent service. They demon-
strate that when needed, the U.S. Air Force stands ready.
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Chapter 1
North America

North America is the most important region to which the U.S. Air Force
has flown humanitarian airlift operations because it includes the United States
itself. Communications networks focused immediate attention on emergencies
soon after they occurred, and quick, well-executed military responses satisfied
public expectations. Air Force bases scattered across the country made such
rapid response possible. Air Force Reserve units participated in more domes-
tic relief airlifts than foreign airlifts. Before the USAF designated MAC as the
gaining command for reserve airlift crews on temporary active duty in 1974,
these units did not normally deploy overseas.

This chapter describes airlifts to the United States and Canada. A few
operations in this chapter, such as Hurricane Hugo in 1989, included relief
flights to both the United States and Latin America. Airlifts to Mexico and
Central America are discussed in Chapter 2. Hawaii is covered in Chapter 7.

Only Latin America and the Pacific compare to North America in the
number of airlift operations. From 1947 through 1994, the Air Force flew 112
relief operations in North America, an average of almost 2.4 operations per
year, not including minor rescues or aecromedical evacuations. Most humani-
tarian airlifts were flown in response to natural disasters. Eighteen airlift oper-
ations transported more than 1,000 tons of equipment and supplies.

Not all domestic emergencies required airlift. In some cases, military
installations were close enough to the scene of a disaster that ground vehicles
could transport relief personnel and supplies. These operations are not record-
ed here.

Statistics: North American Airlifts

Number of humanitarian airlifts: 112.

Most common emergencies: storms (32), floods (31), and forest fires (26).
Most frequent recipients: United States (109), Canada (2), and Greenland (1).
Three largest operations, in chronological order: Operation Hayride, 1949
(more than 4,700 tons); Hurricane Camille, 1969 (over 5,900 tons); and
Hurricane Andrew, 1992 (over 21,000 tons).
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Chronological Listing: North American Airlifts

03N LA W~

\O

12

. Hurricane Emma

. Florida Flood

. Maine Forest Fire

. Louisiana/Arkansas Tornado
. Makkovik Fire

. Texas Tornado

. Columbia River Flood

. Operation Hayride

. Operation Flood-Lift

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34,
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.

Missouri River Valley Flood
Rio Grande Floods
Operation Ice Cube
Hurricane Diane
Northern California Flood
Cumberland Flood
Hurricane Audrey

Ship Fire

Northwestern Forest Fires
Hurricane Donna
Hurricane Carla
Operation Nava-Snow
Idaho Flood

Chlorine Barge Emergency
Kentucky Floods

Texas Haylift

Operation Helping Hand
Montana Flood

Hurricane Hilda
Operation Haylift
Operation Biglift
Colorado Flood
Hurricane Betsy

Phoenix Area Flood

Mississippi Tornadoes
Midwest Flood

Texas Encephalitis Epidemic
Rocky Mountain Fires
Fairbanks Flood

Hurricane Beulah

Operation Haylift II

Northwestern California Flood

Sept. 1947

Oct. 1947

Oct. 1947

Jan. 1948

Jan. 1948

May 1948
May—June 1948
Jan.—Mar. 1949
July 1951

Apr. 1952
June—July 1954
Sept. 1954
Aug.—Sept. 1955
Dec. 1955

Jan. 1957
June—-Aug. 1957
Nov. 1959

July 1960

Sept. 1960
Sept.—Oct. 1961
Dec. 1961

Feb. 1962

Sept. 1962
Mar. 1963

Feb. 1964
Mar.-Apr. 1964
June 1964

Oct. 1964

Dec. 1964

Dec. 1964—Jan. 1965

June 1965
Sept. 1965

Dec. 1965-Jan. 1966

Jan. 1966
Mar. 1966
Mar. 1966
Aug. 1966
Aug.—Sept. 1967
Aug. 1967
Sept.—Oct. 1967
Dec. 1967



42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
S1.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.

Alaskan Forest Fire

Minot Flood

Hurricane Camille

Lubbock Tornado

Hurricane Celia

Southern Plains Snowstorm
Operation Combat VEE
Arizona Forest Fire

South Dakota Flash Flood
Arizona Flash Flood

Tropical Storm Agnes
Everglades Airliner Crash
Operation Snowfall
Mississippi River Valley Flood
Northwest Forest Fires

Idaho Flood

Southwestern Forest Fires
Los Angeles Forest Fires
Angeles National Forest Fire
Southern California Forest Fires
Washington State Floods
Bethel Power Failure
Kentucky Coal Mine Disaster
Teton Dam Disaster

Ontario Forest Fire

Big Thompson Canyon Flood
Operation Sno Go

Johnstown Flood

California Forest Fires

Snow Blow 1

Snow Blow 11

Arizona Flood

Wyoming Haylift

Three Mile Island Nuclear Accident
Wichita Falls Tornado

Red River Flood

Central Arizona Forest Fires
Northwest Fires

Southern California Forest Fires
Mount St. Helens Eruption
Palm Springs Area Fire
Prinsendam Rescue

San Bernardino Forest Fires

North America

July—Aug. 1968
Apr. 1969
Aug.—Sept. 1969
May 1970
Aug. 1970
Feb.—Mar. 1971
July—Aug. 1971
May 1972

June 1972

June 1972
June—Aug. 1972
Dec. 1972

Feb. 1973
Apr—May 1973
Aug. 1973

Jan. 1974
June—-Aug. 1974
Aug. 1975
Sept. 1975
Nov. 1975

Dec. 1975

Dec. 1975

Mar. 1976
June 1976

June 1976
Aug. 1976
Jan.—Feb. 1977
July 1977
July—Aug. 1977
Jan. 1978

Feb. 1978

Mar. 1978

Feb. 1979
Mar.—Apr. 1979
Apr. 1979

Apr. 1979

July 1979

Aug. 1979
Sept. 1979
May-June 1980
July—Aug. 1980
Oct. 1980

Nov. 1980
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85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96
97.

98.

99.

100

101.

102

103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
1009.
110.

111

112.

14

MGM Grand Hotel Fire
Las Vegas Hilton Fire
Louisiana Flood
Minnesota Encephalitis Epidemic
Maricopa Flood

Missouri River Flood

Utah Coal Mine Fire

North Carolina Forest Fires
Idaho Pestilence

Western Forest Fires
Northern California Floods

. North Carolina Forest Fires

Southeast Haylift

Ship Fire

West Coast Forest Fires

. Yellowstone Fires

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill

. Western Forest Fires
Hurricane Hugo

California Earthquake
Painted Cave Fire

Arctic Crash

Hurricane Andrew

Winter Storm

Midwest Flood

Southern California Wildfires
. Southern California Earthquake
Western Forest Fires

Nov. 1980

Feb. 1981

Apr. 1983

Aug. 1983

Oct. 1983

June 1984

Dec. 1984

Apr. 1985
June—July 1985
July 1985

Feb. 1986

May 1986

July 1986

Dec. 1986
Aug.—Sept. 1987
Aug.—Oct. 1988
Mar.—May 1989
July—Aug. 1989
Sept.—Nov. 1989
Oct. 1989
June—July 1990
Nov. 1991
Aug.—Oct. 1992
Mar. 1993
July—Aug. 1993
Oct.—Nov. 1993
Jan. 1994
June—Sept. 1994



North America
Operations: North American Airlifts

L.

Name: Hurricane Emma.

Location: Florida, Louisiana, and Mississippi.

Date(s): September 17-21, 1947.

Emergency: A hurricane, with winds up to 120 mph, hit southern Florida and the
central Gulf coast.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 3d Air Transport Group (Air Trpt Gp).
Airlifted: 12.5 tons of tents, blankets, and emergency equipment; and two U.S.
Coast Guard helicopters.

Aircraft Employed: C-74 (two).

Operations: On Wednesday, September 17, Hurricane Emma hit southeast
Florida between Miami and Palm Beach—including the cities of West Palm
Beach, Popano, Fort Lauderdale, and Miami Beach—with 120 mph winds.
Torrential rain, tidal surges, and high winds claimed at least 12 lives and caused
$20 million in damage. Hundreds of people were injured and thousands were left
homeless. About 1,600 refugees crowded Miami’s Hialeah racetrack, which
served as a relief center. For 12 hours the storm moved across southern Florida
before moving into the Gulf of Mexico.

In response to appeals for federal assistance from Florida, President Harry S
Truman authorized aid for the disaster areas on September 17.

The 3d Air Trpt Gp at Brookley AFB near Mobile, Alabama, responded that
same day, flying a C—74 aircraft to Floyd Bennett AFB, New York, to pick up two
Coast Guard helicopters for transport to Florida. On September 18, the C—74 flew
the helicopters to MacDill AFB, Florida, to assist in rescue work around West
Palm Beach.

Meanwhile, Hurricane Emma had regained strength over the warm waters of
the Gulf of Mexico and veered northwest to hit southeast Louisiana and the
Mississippi Gulf coast with 90 mph winds on Friday morning, September 19.
Gales pounded New Orleans for five hours, causing at least $3 million in dam-
age. Floodwaters from Lake Pontchartrain inundated east Jefferson Parish, trans-
forming the city into an island, leaving 9,000 refugees crowded in the municipal
auditorium. Just west of New Orleans, Moisant International Airport lay under
several feet of water, cutting off all air transportation except large cargo planes.
The mayor of New Orleans, Delesseps Morrison, declared an emergency and
appealed for aid.

The 3d Air Trpt Gp C-74 moved the two Coast Guard helicopters to New
Orleans, where an emergency disaster headquarters was established on September
20 at the Port of Embarkation under the command of Brig. Gen. Henry S. Hodes,
Fourth Army chief of staff. The disaster headquarters included representatives
from the Fourth Army, the Tenth Air Force, and the Eighth Naval District and
coordinated relief operations in New Orleans. On September 21, an aerial survey
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conducted by the relief headquarters located three large breaks in the Lake
Pontchartrain levee and surveyed flooding in Metairie, a western suburb. Military
relief activities in New Orleans ended on September 22.

On September 19, the same day it struck New Orleans, Hurricane Emma hit
the Mississippi Gulf coast. Water rose 13 feet above mean Gulf level, and 20-foot
waves lashed the shoreline, sweeping away buildings along 25 miles of coastal
Highway 90 between Bay St. Louis and Biloxi, Mississippi. A second 3d Air Trpt
Gp C-74 moved 12.5 tons of cargo—including tents, blankets, and emergency
equipment—from Marietta, Georgia, to Keesler AFB at Biloxi on September 21.
Keesler’s commander, Brig. Gen. Edward W. Anderson, sent trucks and ambu-
lances loaded with emergency rations and medical supplies from the base to
storm victims. Air Force personnel also distributed two tons of food. Over 2,000
Keesler volunteers helped to remove 1,500 truckloads of rubble from Biloxi and
Gulfport beaches and roads after the storm. In the 24 hours after it hit shore,
Hurricane Emma dissipated as it moved northwest, leaving at least six people
dead and 400 injured in Louisiana and Mississippi.

2.

Name: Florida Flood.

Location: Lake Okeechobee region and south Florida.

Date(s): October 12—15, 1947.

Emergency: A hurricane hit southern Florida, dropping torrential rain that threat-
ened to spill Lake Okeechobee over its banks.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 3d Air Trpt Gp and 32d Air Transport
Squadron (Air Trpt Sq).

Airlifted: 45 tons of burlap bags.

Aircraft Employed: C—74 (one) and C—54 (three).

Operations: A tropical storm brewing in the western Caribbean Sea in early
October began a slow northeastward journey across western Cuba and into the
Florida Straits, where it intensified into a hurricane on Saturday, October 11. It
hovered over the Everglades the next day, dropping record amounts of rain in an
area drenched by Hurricane Emma just a month earlier.

The agricultural commissioner of Florida, Nathan Mayo, described the storm
as the worst agricultural disaster in more than a generation to hit the farming dis-
trict around Lake Okeechobee. Crop damage totaled $20 million. Continuing
northeast, the tempest sent wind gusts as high as 94 mph down the streets of
Miami, where 1.34 inches of rain fell in a 10-minute period. Flooding of 3,000
homes forced the evacuation of 12,000 people in the Miami area. Torrential rain
combined with runoff draining eastward from the Everglades to inundate Fort
Lauderdale, Hialeah, Miami Springs, and Opalocka under up to six feet of water
as the hurricane swept into the Atlantic on October 13.

Southern Florida’s Lake Okeechobee, already brimming with rainwater from
Hurricane Emma, threatened to burst its dikes. The U.S. Army Corps of
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Engineers, denying rumors that the levees had broken, feverishly operated 19 drag
lines to extend dikes and contain the overflowing drainage canals south and east
of the lake. Florida officials appealed for sandbags to raise and reinforce the lev-
ees. The 3d Air Trpt Gp at Brookley AFB, Alabama, flew four aircraft to Marietta,
Georgia, between October 12 and 15 to pick up 45 tons of burlap bags for airlift
to West Palm Beach, Florida. A 32d Air Trpt Sq C-74 carried over 20 tons of
sandbags on an October 15 flight and three C—54 aircraft carried the remainder.

Engineers and volunteers filled the bags with sand and reinforced the Lake
Okeechobee dikes during the third week in October, preventing the lake from
spilling into surrounding farmlands and Miami and other coastal cities.

3.

Name: Maine Forest Fire.

Location: Southern coast of Maine.

Date(s): October 21-28, 1947.

Emergency: At least 50 forest fires consumed thousands of acres.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: First Air Force (reserve units), 35th and
137th Air Force Base Units, Sth Rescue Squadron (Rscu Sq), and 14th Fighter
Group (Ftr Gp).

Airlifted: 22 miles of fire hose, at least 600 fire extinguishers, three water pump
tank trailers, 1,100 folding cots, morphine, fire-fighting equipment, and 1.25 tons
of blankets.

Aircraft Employed: C—82 (one) and C—47 (18+).

Operations: Dry Indian summer winds and a prolonged drought sparked dozens
of forest fires in New England in late October. The fires hit coastal Maine, sweep-
ing down wooded slopes toward resort communities along the rocky shore. Forest
Commissioner Raymond E. Rendall tracked over 50 separate fires affecting near-
ly 80 communities.

One fire destroyed 26,000 acres and 300 buildings in a five-mile stretch of
the Maine coast. On October 21, 200 homes, two hotels, and a school went up in
flames at Kennebunkport. Fires razed major portions of Goose Rock Beach, Cape
Porpoise, Biddeford, Brownfield, Newfield, Fortune’s Rock, and Waterboro. The
fires threatened the famous resort town of Bar Harbor on Mount Desert Island,
where residents were evacuated to the mainland. When fire blocked the only road
off the island, 400 citizens had to be evacuated by boat. Fire consumed 25 percent
of Bar Harbor, including 75 homes.

On October 21, 1947, the Bar Harbor Fire Department contacted Dow AFB
near Bangor, Maine, to request assistance in fighting the Mount Desert Island
fire. The commander of First Air Force, Maj. Gen. Robert M. Webster, detailed
over 1,000 Air Force personnel for fire fighting.

Governor Horace Hildreth declared a statewide emergency on October 23.
On October 25, President Truman declared Maine a disaster area and ordered
mercy flights.
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The 35th Air Force Base Unit’s “B” Squadron at Mitchel AFB, New York,
provided aerial transportation to Maine for First Army, Red Cross, and press per-
sonnel. Eighteen First Air Force C—47 aircraft flew morphine, pick axes, portable
fire extinguishers, and 22 miles of fire hose from Mitchel AFB to the Bangor air-
port for distribution to firefighters, while the 14th Ftr Gp at Dow AFB flew recon-
naissance missions over the fires to help direct evacuations.

On October 24, a 5th Rscu Sq C—82 transported three water pump tank trail-
ers from Westover AFB, Massachusetts, to Portland, Maine. The next day, two
C—47s moved 11,000 feet of fire hose from Schenectady, New York, to Presque
Isle, Maine. On October 26, a C—82 and a C—47 airlifted 600 fire extinguishers
from Schenectady to Augusta, Maine. From October 27 to 28, Flight D of the Sth
Rscu Sq, based at Westover, flew more than 1,100 folding cots and over one ton
of blankets from New Bedford, Massachusetts, to refugees at Augusta; and a
C—47 airlifted more fire-fighting equipment from South Weymouth Airport in
Massachusetts to Augusta.

The fires, which began to subside on October 27, left 13 people dead,
110,000 acres burned, and $30 million in damage. By the end of the month, the
fires were under control and the emergency was over.

4.

Name: Louisiana/Arkansas Tornado.

Location: Northwestern Louisiana and southern Arkansas.

Date(s): January 1-2, 1948.

Emergency: A tornado swept a 75-mile path of destruction across northwestern
Louisiana and southern Arkansas.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Eighth and Tenth Air Forces.

Airlifted: 17 tons of relief supplies, including tents, stoves, electric generators,
food, and a water purification unit.

Aircraft Employed: C—54 (three) and C—47 (three).

Operations: A winter storm system swept into northwestern Louisiana and
southern Arkansas on the afternoon of December 31, 1947, sparking a tornado
that devastated five communities along a 75-mile path. The twister formed near
Vanceville, Louisiana, just northeast of Shreveport, and followed a generally
northeastward course to Cotton Valley, Louisiana, before doubling back to deal a
second destructive blow to these communities. At about 4:30 p.m., the storm hit
Cotton Valley from the west, and minutes later it struck from the east, leveling
more than 100 buildings and leaving 10 people dead. Thirty injured victims were
transported to a hospital at nearby Minden, Louisiana.

At about 5:30 p.m., Governor James H. Davis of Louisiana called out the
National Guard and requested federal assistance. Meanwhile, the tornado resumed
a northeastward track, cutting a 50-foot wide path through Haynesville before it
swept into Arkansas, eventually blowing itself out near El Dorado. In two hours,
the tornado had killed 16 people, injured 146, and left more than 1,500 homeless.
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On the evening of December 31, the Fourth Army, in charge of overall disas-
ter relief, asked the Tenth Air Force at Brooks AFB, Texas, to airlift relief supplies
to Louisiana. On New Year’s Day, the Tenth Air Force sent a C—54 loaded with 10
tons of relief supplies—including 50 tents, eight field ranges, three auxiliary elec-
trical power units, and nearly two tons of soup—from the Fort Worth quarter-
master depot in Texas to Barksdale, Louisiana. A Tenth Air Force C—47 flew sur-
vey parties from San Antonio to the disaster scene that day. Lt. Col. Ben S. Brown
and Maj. George A. Beere from Tenth Air Force headquarters participated in an
aerial reconnaissance of the stricken area. Another C—47 carried a water purifica-
tion unit and three electrical generators from Brooks AFB to Barksdale AFB.

Fourth Army requested additional Tenth Air Force airlift on the morning of
January 2, 1948. That afternoon, two C—47s carried almost three tons of field
ranges, stoves, and relief supplies from Brooks AFB and Fort Worth AFB in Texas
to Barksdale AFB for delivery to Cotton Valley.

Meanwhile, the Eighth Air Force, then headquartered at Fort Worth, had car-
ried more supplies aboard two C—54s. The freight was transferred to trucks at
Barksdale AFB and driven to the ravaged communities. The Tenth and Eighth Air
Forces airlifted more than 17 tons of relief supplies and equipment from San
Antonio and Fort Worth to Barksdale AFB aboard six aircraft during the first two
days of 1948.

5.

Name: Makkovik Fire.

Location: Labrador (Newfoundland).

Date(s): January 31, 1948.

Emergency: A fire destroyed the warehouse of Makkovik and its supply of food,
clothing, and medicine.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Newfoundland Base Command.
Airlifted: Unknown quantity of food, clothing, medicine, and communications
equipment.

Aircraft Employed: C—47 (one).

Operations: Situated in a remote subarctic region about 130 miles northeast of
Goose Bay, Labrador, the fishing hamlet of Makkovik depended on supplies
stored in its warehouse to sustain it through long six-month winters, when mar-
itime supply routes were blocked by ice. In late January 1948, fire destroyed
Makkovik’s warehouse and much of the village, consuming most of its food,
clothing, and medical supplies, including precious penicillin stocks. The fire also
destroyed the shortwave radios that provided Makkovik’s 136 inhabitants with
communications to the outside world.

A supply ship had most recently visited Makkovik in September 1947, and
another was not scheduled to arrive until the ice cleared the next summer. A vil-
lager journeyed 65 miles by dogsled to Cape Harrison to relay a shortwave request
for emergency relief to the American and Canadian air base at Goose Bay on
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January 31, 1948. The commander of the U.S. portion of the Goose Bay facility,
Col. Paul A. Zartman, met with Group Capt. Z. Louie Leigh of the Royal Cana-
dian Air Force to plan the response. The men agreed to send a C—64 Norseman
equipped with skis and a C—47 to drop emergency supplies by parachute.

Reverend George Harp of the Makkovik Moravian mission met the C—64
when it landed and described the property the village needed. The C—47, operat-
ed by Newfoundland Base Command, dropped the emergency cargo by para-
chute. The joint Canadian-American mercy flights demonstrated international
cooperation and provided food, medicine, clothing, and communications equip-
ment to sustain the villagers until the next supply ship arrived.

6.

Name: Texas Tornado.

Location: McKinney and Princeton, Texas.

Date(s): May 3, 1948.

Emergency: A tornado hit McKinney and Princeton, Texas.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Tenth Air Force.

Airlifted: Food rations, emergency equipment, and medical supplies.

Aircraft Employed: C—47 (two), C—54 (two), and C—82 (one).

Operations: At mid-afternoon on May 3, a tornado dipped out of the Texas sky to
devastate two towns and a 12-mile stretch of farms north of Dallas. At the cotton
mill town of McKinney, population 10,000, three people were killed and 53 were
injured. A textile mill, school, hospital, and church were either damaged or
destroyed. The tornado also killed one person and injured 10 at Princeton, 10 miles
east of McKinney. Between the towns, along Texas State Route 24, dozens of farm
houses were splintered and cars were tossed as far as 300 yards from the road. The
storm damaged or destroyed 400 homes, leaving 1,000 people without shelter.

By dusk, Governor Beauford H. Jester had appealed for emergency assis-
tance. The Fourth Army asked Brig. Gen. Harry A. Johnson, Tenth Air Force com-
mander at Brooks AFB near San Antonio, Texas, to lend airlift support. On the
evening of May 3, the Tenth Air Force flew two C—47, two C-54, and one C-82
aircraft loaded with food, emergency equipment, and medical supplies from
Brooks AFB to Hensley Field at Dallas. Ground vehicles ferried the cargo to the
nearby disaster area.

The five planeloads of emergency supplies delivered within 24 hours of the
tornado allowed the American Red Cross disaster relief headquarters at McKin-
ney to provide almost immediate relief. The five-in-one rations airlifted allowed
the Red Cross to serve breakfast to victims the morning after the storm.

7.

Name: Columbia River Flood.
Location: Oregon and Washington.
Date(s): May 27—June 13, 1948.
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Emergency: Sudden melting of deep snow in the Cascade Mountains coupled
with heavy spring rains flooded the Columbia River valley.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 62d Troop Carrier Group (Trp Carr Gp).
Airlifted: 100,000 sandbags, six water pumps, and other emergency relief sup-
plies and equipment.

Aircraft Employed: C-82 (13+).

Operations: Unusually heavy spring rains and rapid thawing of snow in the
Cascades swelled the Pacific Northwest’s Columbia River and its tributaries in
late May, flooding communities along the Washington-Oregon border. High water
engulfed portions of Woodland and Kalama, forcing evacuation of Vancouver,
Kelso, and Longview, Washington. On Sunday afternoon, May 30, the Columbia
River dike burst at Vanport, a suburb of Portland, threatening its 18,500 residents.
Parts of the city were under 15 feet of water, including a section of the railroad
between Portland and Seattle. Many homes floated away. The Willamette River,
unable to drain into the Columbia, flooded portions of northern Portland, includ-
ing its airport.

Floods in Oregon, Washington, and Idaho left 60,000 people homeless and
caused property damage estimated at $75 million. The governors of the three
states requested federal aid from Federal Works administrator Philip B. Fleming.
On May 31, President Truman declared the flooded districts disaster areas. The
next day, 20,000 people began to evacuate 120 miles of the Columbia River val-
ley between Portland and the Pacific Ocean.

The 62d Trp Carr Gp, based at McChord AFB near Tacoma, Washington,
began emergency relief flights to deliver supplies and equipment to Spokane and
Portland even before the dike burst at Vanport. The group flew 16 sorties between
May 27 and 30. During the first two weeks of June, the 62d Troop Carrier Group’s
C-82 aircraft transported supplies to 2d Infantry Division troops working in the
Portland flood area, shuttling between McChord and the civil airport at Hillsboro,
Oregon, 15 miles west of Portland.

On June 10, 13 of the group’s aircraft carried 100,000 sandbags from
McChord AFB to Richland, Washington, to help repair and reinforce dikes near
the Hanford atomic energy plant. The 62d Trp Carr Gp ended its relief missions
on June 13 when it sent two C—82 aircraft to deliver six water pumps from
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, to Richland.

8.

Name: Operation Hayride (also Haylift and Snowbound).

Location: Wyoming, Colorado, North Dakota, South Dakota, Kansas, Nebraska,
Nevada, and Utah.

Date(s): January 3—March 15, 1949.

Emergency: A series of blizzards endangered eight western and midwestern
states and threatened livestock.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Tenth Air Force; 2151st Rescue Unit (Rscu
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Un), Air Rscu Svc; 62d Troop Carrier Wing (Trp Carr Wg) (Fourth Air Force) and
316th Trp Carr Wg (Ninth Air Force); and 2473d Air Force Reserve Training
Center.

Airlifted: 4,778 tons of livestock feed, food, blankets, clothing, fuel, medical sup-
plies, vehicles, and communications equipment; and 1,128 passengers evacuated.
Aircraft Employed: C—47 (85), C-82 (54), H-5 (9), T-6 (9), L-5 (9), RB-26 (9),
C—46 (6), YH-13 (5), RF-51 (5), RF-80 (4), F-51 (18), L4 (4), C-45 (2), B-25
(2), F-82 (2), B-17 (1), and T-11 (1).

Operations: Eighteen snowstorms in 27 days hit the Rocky Mountain and upper
Great Plains states during December 1948 and January 1949, dropping tempera-
tures as low as 40 degrees below zero, blocking roads and railways, and covering
ranges and ranches with so much snow that hundreds of thousands of sheep and
cattle were threatened with starvation.

The 2151st Rscu Un at Lowry AFB, Colorado, began to airdrop food and
medicine to stranded travelers and isolated residents on January 3. For the next 10
days, the unit flew C—47, C—82, L-5, and H-5 aircraft over snow-covered portions
of Colorado, Wyoming, and Nebraska. For example, on January 4, a 2151st Rscu
Un C—47 delivered 115 blankets and 30 cases of C rations to 482 people strand-
ed at Rockport, Colorado. The next day, the unit airdropped food to passengers
stranded in trains at Hillsdale and Egbort, Wyoming, and at Dix, Nebraska.

A 2151st Rscu Un C-82 airlifted two snow-terrain vehicles known as
weasels from Cheyenne, Wyoming, to Scottsbluff, Nebraska, on January 7 to help
deliver emergency supplies. The next day, a C—47 aircraft dropped insulin and
penicillin to blizzard-bound medical personnel at Harrison, Nebraska.

On January 11, despite the 2151st Rescue Unit’s efforts to answer emergency
requests for assistance from local and state government agencies, Governor Val
Peterson of Nebraska phoned Gen. Curtis E. LeMay, commander of SAC at Offutt
AFB, Nebraska, to request additional emergency assistance. This request was
relayed to the Continental Air Command (CONAC), which contacted the Tenth
Air Force’s Maj. Gen. Harry A. Johnson at Brooks AFB, Texas. General Johnson
called a Tenth Air Force domestic emergency relief team into action under Lt. Col.
Joe E. McNay, who set up operations at Lincoln, Nebraska, on January 12.

Working with the Fifth Army, the Tenth Air Force team airdropped food, med-
icine, and livestock feed until January 16, when improved weather eliminated the
need for further relief flights. But more snowstorms in the following days forced
Governor Peterson to ask for a renewal of the humanitarian flights, which
resumed on January 24. The Tenth Air Force coordinated Air Force aerial relief
missions in Wyoming, Kansas, Colorado, North Dakota, South Dakota, and
Nebraska, in an operation called Hayride.

Meanwhile, on January 24, the Fourth Air Force at Hamilton AFB,
California, had begun to send cargo aircraft to Nevada to airdrop livestock feed to
starving herds. The Fourth Air Force sent 62d Trp Carr Gp C-82s from McChord
AFB, Washington, to a naval airfield at Fallon, Nevada, where they flew with the
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Ninth Air Force’s 316th Trp Carr Gp to deliver food and provide medical care to
isolated blizzard victims and to airdrop bales of hay and livestock feed to starv-
ing cattle and sheep.

Thirty C-82 and 12 C—47 cargo aircraft delivered over 2,500 tons of emer-
gency supplies in eastern Nevada and western Utah in 33 days, flying more than
660 sorties. Many of the airplanes shuttled between Fallon and Ely, Nevada, car-
rying local ranchers who directed the airdrop of hay to the starving herds.

Meanwhile, the Tenth Air Force had continued airlift operations farther east,
and the domestic emergency relief team headquarters moved from Lincoln,
Nebraska, to Lowry AFB, Colorado, on January 26.

On January 29, because of the large number of snow-blocked railroads and
highways, President Truman declared the snow-crippled western states a disaster
area and authorized further federal assistance. A “Disaster Force Snowbound”
was established in Omaha, Nebraska, on February 3 with combined Army and Air
Force staffs.

While the Fifth Army coordinated disaster relief missions, authorizing airlift
only when ground supply routes were impassable, a provisional Air Division
Hayride directed air activities. The Tenth Air Force domestic emergency relief
team continued to operate, but moved its headquarters back to Nebraska from
Lowry AFB, this time to Omaha.

Often during February, Air Division Hayride and Disaster Force Snowbound
canceled livestock feeding missions to save human lives. For example, on
February 9, hundreds of people were stranded on snowbound trains west of
Rawlins and in the areas of Hanna, Rock River, and Green River in Wyoming. The
Tenth Air Force dropped food, blankets, and medicine to the isolated passengers
until the trains could move again.

Air relief operations ended on February 26 in Nevada and on March 15 in
Nebraska. The Tenth Air Force flew over 2,100 tons of hay, rations, clothing, blan-
kets, milk, coal, and emergency equipment to stricken areas in five states aboard
143 aircraft between January 12 and March 15. Total Hayride missions involved
more than 200 Air Force planes delivering over 4,700 tons of supplies in eight
states. These missions were performed as the massive Berlin Airlift was underway
in Europe (see Operation Vittles, Chapter 3, June 1948—September 1949).

9.

Name: Operation Flood-Lift.

Location: Kansas and Missouri.

Date(s): July 11-22, 1951.

Emergency: The Kansas, Missouri, and Mississippi Rivers between eastern
Kansas and western Illinois flooded.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Second, Tenth, and Eighteenth Air Forces;
Central Air Defense Force; 21st Air Division (Air Div); 314th, 433d, 434th, and
516th Trp Carr Wgs; 7th and 44th Bombardment Wings; 439th Tactical Training
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Wing; 62d Trp Carr Gp; 301st, 3310th, 3902d, and 4610th Air Base Groups (AB
Gps); 4th and Sth Air Rescue Squadrons (Air Rscu Sgs); 32d, 36th, and 67th
Troop Carrier Squadrons (Trp Carr Sqgs); 108th and 3528th Maintenance
Squadrons; 1080th Bombardment Squadron; 3075th Ferrying Squadron; and
2472d Air Force Reserve Training Center.

Airlifted: 300 tons of food, medicine, bedding, life rafts, boats, canteens, gaso-
line, rope, helicopters, and sandbags.

Aircraft Employed: C-119 (19), C-47 (14), C—46 (12), SA-16 (7), C—124 (4),
SB-29 (4), T-11 (4), H-5 (3), C-82 (2), C-54 (1), C45 (1), B-25 (1), and T-7
(D).

Operations: Torrential rains over central and eastern Kansas during June and the
first half of July flooded the tributaries of the Kansas (Kaw) River, inundating
Abilene, Manhattan, Junction City, and Fort Riley. Governor Edward Arn
appealed for military assistance, and the Fifth Army assumed command of disas-
ter relief operations on July 11. The Fifth Army immediately asked the Tenth Air
Force at Selfridge AFB, Michigan, for airlift support. Col. Donald L. Wilhelm
assumed command of the Tenth Air Force domestic emergency team to coordi-
nate Operation Flood-Lift and prepared to launch a relief airlift.

The Tenth Air Force supervised all Air Force flood relief missions in Kansas
regardless of the commands and units involved. The 4th Rscu Sq at Lowry AFB,
Colorado, inaugurated Air Force flood relief by sending an SA—-16 aircraft with
three rafts and a boat to Cottonwood Falls, Kansas, on July 11 to rescue flood vic-
tims marooned on roofs.

The 21st Air Div at Forbes AFB near Topeka, Kansas, began coordinating
further rescue operations on July 12. That day the Tenth Air Force airlifted 30,000
sandbags aboard three C—47 aircraft from Scott AFB, Illinois, to Fort Riley and
Junction City, Kansas. On July 12, the Kansas River spilled over its banks, flood-
ing North Topeka and North Lawrence under as much as 12 feet of water. As hun-
dreds of Forbes AFB personnel reinforced levees around Topeka, the Tenth Air
Force sent Lt. Col. F. B. Gallagher as liaison officer to work with the Kansas state
government. Meanwhile, Air Force troop carrier wings flew thousands of sand-
bags and hundreds of cots, blankets, and other relief supplies to Forbes from bases
around the country.

On July 13, as cargo planes delivered huge quantities of sandbags, boats, and
rations to Topeka, the flooding Kansas River poured into the Missouri River at the
Kansas-Missouri border, inundating 1,300 blocks of Kansas City and drowning
10,000 animals in its stockyards. Governor Forrest Smith of Missouri declared a
state of emergency, and President Truman designated both Kansas and Missouri
disaster areas on July 14.

Between July 11 and 17, 73 Air Force planes participated in humanitarian air-
lift operations from at least 12 Air Force bases across the United States. The
Tactical Air Command sent 32 planes, SAC sent 22, and 14 came from the
Military Air Transport Service’s Air Rscu Sve. Air Force pilots flew 300 tons of
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emergency supplies into Forbes and Wichita AFBs, including more than 130,000
sandbags from Scott AFB, Illinois; more than 1,500 cots and 4,300 blankets from
Bowman AFB, Kentucky; 20 boats from St. Louis, Missouri; 200 cases of rations
from Columbus, Ohio; and 1,285 parachutes and containers from Ogden, Utah.
They even brought Coast Guard helicopters from as far away as Salem,
Massachusetts.

In 556 flights involving almost 1,400 flying hours over seven days, Air Force
personnel delivered 66 life rafts; 523 cases of rations; 1,250 mosquito nets; 305
gallons of gasoline; 12,600 feet of rope; 10,500 bottles of typhoid serum; 4,643
bottles of water purification tablets; and many other relief supplies, including
canned food, bread, milk, mattresses, and canteens. Fifty tons were airdropped to
victims in at least 30 eastern Kansas communities. Helicopters rescued victims
stranded on roofs and islands of higher ground. As the Tenth Air Force conclud-
ed operations from its liaison office at Topeka on July 17, President Truman flew
over the flooded areas.

On July 18, the Missouri River spilled into the streets of Missouri’s capital,
Jefferson City, flooding 20 blocks. The Missouri River, which empties into the
Mississippi River 15 miles north of St. Louis, had inundated lowlands around the
confluence of the two rivers by July 19. The swollen Mississippi threatened to
submerge communities and farms for 150 miles between Alton, [llinois, and Cape
Girardeau, Missouri. More than 800 Air Force personnel from Scott AFB helped
to contain the rising water by reinforcing, repairing, and enlarging levees around
St. Charles and St. Louis, Missouri, and at Chester and Alton, Illinois.

The 62d Trp Carr Gp flew thousands of sandbags from McClellan AFB,
California, to Scott AFB to supply the workers. On July 22, the Mississippi River
crested at St. Louis, and the waters began to recede. Scott AFB personnel returned
home by the end of the month. The floods killed 41 people, drove 165,000 from
their homes, inundated two million acres, and cost more than $1 billion in prop-
erty damage.

10.

Name: Missouri River Valley Flood.

Location: South Dakota, Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas, and Missouri.

Date(s): April 9-20, 1952.

Emergency: The Missouri River flooded communities between Pierre, South
Dakota, and Parkville, Missouri.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: SAC and Tenth and Eighteenth Air Forces.
Airlifted: 550 tons of cots, blankets, tents, burlap bags, carbide lamps, flares,
electric generators, medical supplies, rations, tools, life rafts, and other items; and
12,386 troops to work on levees or perform disaster relief.

Aircraft Employed: C-124 (26), C-119 (24), C47 (12), C46 (11), C-82 (7),
and helicopter of unspecified type (1).

Operations: From the end of March into early April, heavy snow followed by
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rapid thawing and heavy spring rains over the tributaries of the upper Missouri
River produced a flood that forced more than 100,000 people from their homes,
inundated two million acres, and cost more than $200 million in property dam-
age. The Missouri River flooded communities in succession all the way from
Pierre, South Dakota, south to Parkville, Missouri, near Kansas City, which had
been flooded less than a year earlier (see Operation Flood-Lift, July 1951).
Sections of the river spread 18 miles wide.

During the first week in April, the Missouri River flooded 36 blocks of
Pierre, some under as much as 10 feet of water. On April 9, the American Red
Cross in Pierre asked the Fifth Army for an emergency airlift of relief supplies.
According to the domestic emergency plan, the Fifth Army supervised disaster
response in 13 midwestern states, including those of the Missouri River area. The
Tenth Air Force coordinated humanitarian airlift operations in support of the Fifth
Army in the same area.

On April 9, the Tenth Air Force initiated an airlift of cots and blankets in
response to the Red Cross request. Meanwhile, the flood crest continued to move
downriver at about nine mph. Dikes began to break around Sioux City, lowa, on
April 10. On April 13, Governor Val Peterson of Nebraska invoked the Civil De-
fense Act in his state, and a Tenth Air Force liaison team moved to Omaha to work
with the Fifth Army and the Corps of Engineers under U.S. Army Brig. Gen. Don-
ald G. Shingler. By April 14, the full flood crest had reached Sioux City, inundat-
ing 60 blocks of the business district and forcing 10,000 people from their homes.

The crest moved on to threaten Council Bluffs, Iowa, and Omaha, cities on
opposite shores of the Missouri River. The airlift concentrated on transporting
flood control workers and supplies to the Omaha area via nearby Offutt AFB
because the river was predicted to reach its highest level of five feet above the
levee in that area. On April 15, the Tenth Air Force coordinated the largest of a
series of airlift missions, moving two engineer battalions of 1,200 troops; rations
for two days; and four jeeps from La Crosse, Wisconsin, to Offutt AFB. Seven
SAC C—124s, three Eighteenth Air Force C—119s (TAC), and one Tenth Air Force
C—47 (CONAC) were used for this mission.

The flood control workers constructed parallel wooden fences atop the lev-
ees, filling the space between them with earth to contain the rising water. High
water had closed the Omabha airport, forcing planes to land at Offutt AFB. On
April 16, President Truman flew to Offutt to survey the flood damage and meet
with the governors of the flooded states. He immediately declared Nebraska a dis-
aster area.

Efforts of thousands of flood control workers and the airlift paid off on April
18 and 19, when the Missouri River crested at 30 feet but did not flood Omaha,
even though the old levees were designed to handle a crest of only 26 feet. On
April 20, the Missouri River flooded Sherman AFB near Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas, but soon began to recede.

During the 11 days of airlift operations between April 9 and 20, the Tenth Air
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Force transported 550 tons of emergency supplies, including 19,650 cots, 32,800
blankets, 104 tents, 21 water pumps, 978 carbide lamps, 200 carbide drums, 113
tons of rations, 24 tons of sandbags, and 400 life rafts. Air Force planes moved
12,386 flood control workers, mostly Army troops, to the flood-threatened region.
The airlift used 81 aircraft from six commands, from bases across the country
from Washington to South Carolina. Most planes transported supplies from Port
Columbus, Ohio, to Offutt AFB, but some delivered relief cargo to Pierre and
Sioux City, as well as other communities along the Missouri River. The Tactical
Air Command lent 24 C—119s, 12 C-124s, 11 C—46s, and 7 C—82s—mostly from
the Eighteenth Air Force—while SAC contributed 14 C—124s and 1 C—47. Air
Materiel Command, Air Training Command, Continental Air Command, and Air
Defense Command each supplied C—47s. The airlift ended on April 20, as the
flood subsided.

11.

Name: Rio Grande Floods.

Location: Texas and Mexico.

Date(s): June 27-July 1, 1954.

Emergency: Heavy rain produced flash floods in the valleys of the Rio Grande
and Pecos and Devil’s Rivers, killing at least 25 people and leaving 15,000 home-
less.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 3585th Pilot Training Wing.

Airlifted: No figures for the Air Force alone.

Aircraft Employed: H-19 (13).

Operations: In late June, heavy rain descended on southern Texas and northern
Mexico. In some places, more than eight inches fell in 24 hours, causing flash
flooding along tributaries of the Rio Grande, including the Pecos and Devil’s
Rivers. Johnson’s Creek flooded Ozona, Texas, leaving 13 people dead. At Del
Rio, Texas, the Rio Grande crested 25 feet above flood stage, inundating much of
Ciudad Acuna, Mexico, directly across the river and washing out the internation-
al bridge between the cities. In the Comstock, Sanderson, Schumla, Langtry,
Pandale, and Juno areas of Texas, high water washed out many highway and rail-
road bridges, marooning trains and motorists. The floods left at least 25 people
dead and 15,000 homeless in border communities of Texas and Mexico.

American Red Cross, Southern Pacific Railroad, and Texas state government
officials asked Laughlin AFB at Del Rio for military assistance. Col. Richard C.
Bender, acting base commander, requested helicopters from other bases for res-
cue and relief operations.

U.S. Air Force, Army, and Navy helicopters flew emergency missions to
Laughlin AFB from San Marcos, San Antonio, and Corpus Christi, Texas.
Between June 27 and July 1, they evacuated 266 passengers from a stranded train
near Langtry and transported 200 Americans from Ciudad Acuna to Del Rio. The
helicopters also rescued people from the river and delivered food, drinking water,
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medicine, and clothing to flood victims in both Texas and Mexico. Throughout the
rescue and relief operations, 21 helicopters, most from the USAF, evacuated more
than 1,000 people and transported over 81 tons of relief supplies in 639 sorties.

The 3585th Pilot Training Wing at Gary AFB near San Marcos provided 13
Air Force H-19 helicopters, 25 pilots, and 17 mechanics for the relief missions,
with Maj. William M. Hughes directing their operations. The flooding, destruc-
tive as it was, could have been worse. A dam 75 miles below Laredo saved the
lower Rio Grande valley.

12.

Name: Operation Ice Cube.

Location: Massachusetts.

Date(s): September 2, 1954.

Emergency: A hurricane hit New England, leaving millions of residents without
refrigeration.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 18th Air Trpt Sq (Medium).

Airlifted: 20 tons of dry ice.

Aircraft Employed: C—-54 (one).

Operations: On the morning of August 31, Hurricane Carol swept northward
across eastern Long Island and central New England, leaving 55 people dead and
$500 million in property damage in New York, Rhode Island, Connecticut,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Maine. President Dwight D. Eisenhower
declared 25 New England and Long Island counties disaster areas and ordered
federal assistance to storm victims.

Blowing down hundreds of power lines, the storm left two million people
without electricity in New England alone. Hurricane Carol passed just west of
Boston, where wind gusts in excess of 100 mph toppled the famous Old North
Church (Christ Church) steeple.

Governor Christian Herter of Massachusetts declared a state of emergency
and ordered the Public Health Department to seize dry ice supplies, as tons of
food began to spoil. When the state exhausted its supply of dry ice, it arranged to
buy tons of the refrigerant from the Pure Carbonic Company of Newark, New
Jersey, in a desperate attempt to save remaining food supplies. Governor Herter
then contacted the Atlantic Division of MATS for an emergency airlift of dry ice.

On September 2, the 18th Air Trpt Sq (Medium) at McGuire AFB, New
Jersey, flew a C-54 with 10 tons of dry ice from Newark Municipal Airport to
Boston’s Logan Airport. The cargo plane made two trips in an operation appro-
priately dubbed “Ice Cube.” Officials distributed the refrigerant to food ware-
houses and grocery stores, limiting the spoilage of food supplies to about a mil-
lion pounds.
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13.

Name: Hurricane Diane.

Location: Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, Massachusetts, and
Rhode Island.

Date(s): August 18—September 2, 1955.

Emergency: Hurricane Diane dumped torrential rain over mid-Atlantic and New
England states, causing severe flooding.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 2500th Air Base Wing (AB Wg); 2252d
Air Reserve Flying Center; 2605th Air Reserve Center; 302d Reserve Troop
Carrier Wing; 1708th Ferry Group; 9543d, 9547th, and 9927th Air Reserve
Squadrons; 46, 48th, and 49th Air Rscu Sqs; 3033d Test Flight; and unspecified
AF Res units of CONAC.

Airlifted: At least 211 tons of chlorinated lime, dry ice, life rafts, food, medicine,
gasoline, flashlights, communications equipment, electric generators, and fresh
water.

Aircraft Employed: C—46 (18), SA-16 (4), H-19 (6), H-21 (2), C-97 (2), H-13
(1), H-5 (1), and C—47 (number unknown).

Operations: Hurricane Diane struck North Carolina on August 17, bringing tor-
rential rain to Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York, Massachusetts, Connecticut,
and Rhode Island. President Eisenhower declared all six states disaster areas and
ordered federal relief, as swollen rivers engulfed communities along their banks
on August 18 and 19. Some of the heaviest rain fell over the Pocono Mountains
of northeastern Pennsylvania, which had already absorbed extensive rain from
Hurricane Connie a week earlier.

On August 18, the Brodhead Creek at Stroudsburg rose 30 feet in 15 minutes,
killing 50 people. Personnel of the 9543d Air Reserve Squadron, based at
Stroudsburg, coordinated helicopter rescue and relief operations in their home
city for the next three days. Meanwhile, on August 18 and 19, the Lackawanna
River flooded Scranton, Pennsylvania, inundating and destroying many homes. A
3303d Test Flight helicopter from Olmsted AFB in Middletown rescued many
people stranded on roofs. To forestall epidemics, a 2605th Air Reserve Center
C—47 from Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, sprayed insecticide over the disaster area
around Scranton.

Between August 18 and September 2, many Air Force units located in and
around southern New England responded to emergency flood conditions. The
46th, 48th, and 49th Air Rscu Sqs flew 72 sorties over 15 days, evacuating 54 peo-
ple stranded on roofs, bridges, and in trees, and delivering food, medicine, and
engineering personnel throughout Connecticut and Massachusetts. In the same
period, the 2500th AB Wg at Mitchel AFB, New York, flew five emergency flights
to deliver survival equipment to storm victims in Connecticut.

At the request of the First Army, the 2252d Air Reserve Flying Center and the
302d Reserve Troop Carrier Wing, both from Clinton County, Pennsylvania, air-
lifted 182 tons of chlorinated lime for sanitation from Harrisburg, Pennsylvania,
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to Bradley Field, Connecticut, aboard C—46 aircraft between August 21 and 23.
Between August 19 and 31, AF Res units flew 48 missions in the flood area, using
18 aircraft and 215 flying hours. By September 2, floodwaters had receded and
Air Force emergency missions ended. Hurricane Diane left 250 people dead and
caused $150 million in damage.

14.

Name: Northern California Flood.

Location: California, Nevada, and Oregon.

Date(s): December 2230, 1955.

Emergency: Days of constant rain melted mountain snow and caused two dozen
rivers to flood.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 41st, 42d, 43d, and 44th Air Rscu Sqgs; and
AF Res units of the Fourth Air Force.

Airlifted: More than 77 tons of food, medical supplies, clothing, life rafts, life
vests, sandbags, blankets, cots, and radio communications equipment; and 70 pas-
sengers.

Aircraft Employed: SA-16 (eight), C—124 (two), C-54 (two), C—119 (number
unknown), H-19 (two), C—47 (two), H-34 (one), H-21 (one).

Operations: A series of winter storms swept in from the Pacific Ocean during the
second half of December, dumping tremendous amounts of rain on northern
California, southwestern Oregon, and northwestern Nevada. Between December
15 and 26, 31 inches of rain fell over the coastal mountains, melting snow and
sending out of their banks two dozen rivers, including the Klamath, Russian, Eel,
Yuba, Feather, and Truckee. During the last week of December, floods covered a
million acres, killing 86 people; leaving 50,000 homeless; and causing over $100
million in damage in California, Nevada, and Oregon. Governor Goodwin Knight
of California and Governor Charles Russell of Nevada proclaimed states of emer-
gency. President Eisenhower declared the flooded regions of the two states disas-
ter areas.

Air Force rescue and relief efforts began on December 22 when Maj. William
M. McDonald of the 41st Air Rscu Sq at Hamilton AFB, California, assumed
command of Air Force, Army, Navy, and Coast Guard helicopter missions in
accordance with disaster relief plans of the Sixth Army and the Fourth Air Force.
The 42d Air Rscu Sq at March AFB, California; the 43d Air Rscu Sq at McChord
AFB, Washington; and the 44th Air Rscu Sq at Lowry AFB, Colorado, con-
tributed men and aircraft, some of which deployed to Travis AFB near
Sacramento for the emergency.

That same day, H-19 helicopters, directed by SA—16 amphibious planes, res-
cued 12 people from the Santa Rosa and Guerneville areas, which were being
inundated by the rising Russian River in northern California. Meanwhile, a C-54
from McClellan AFB, California, delivered sandbags to Stead AFB near Reno,
which was threatened by the Truckee River.
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On Friday, December 23, helicopters rescued 14 more people from the
Russian River valley, while planes airlifted 1,500 pounds of milk and 200 pounds
of medical supplies to Guerneville. Marysville, at the junction of the swollen
Feather and Yuba Rivers, was also evacuated. Volunteers from Beale, McClellan,
Mather, and Stead AFBs feverishly worked on levees near the threatened com-
munities, filling and stacking sandbags.

The Feather River broke through its levees at Yuba City, about 120 miles
northeast of San Francisco and directly across from Marysville on Saturday,
December 24. High water inundated this community of 8,000 in 45 minutes.
Cargo aircraft from McClellan AFB began airlifting supplies from the
Sacramento Air Materiel Area to shelters throughout northern California.

Air Force, Army, Coast Guard, Navy, Marine Corps, and National Guard heli-
copters rescued 250 persons from Yuba City, Eureka, Arcata, and Crescent City
on Christmas Eve in a series of flights coordinated by the 41st Air Rscu Sq. Air
Force planes took 6.5 tons of food, clothing, and medicine to Crescent City and
two tons to Eureka, where the supplies were distributed by helicopter. On
Christmas Day, helicopters rescued 100 people from the Yuba City-Marysville
area, and planes delivered 1.5 tons of food and medicine to Arcata near Eureka.
That same day, the Civil Air Patrol, under Lt. Col. F. R. Miramontes at the Presidio
in San Francisco, began flood relief operations. He set up an emergency head-
quarters at Stockton, California, where the San Joaquin River was rising rapidly.

On Monday, December 26, Air Force planes moved 3,000 rations from Travis
AFB to Arcata, in response to an appeal from the San Francisco Red Cross. The
next day, 23 military transports, including two Air Force C—124 Globemasters,
airlifted to McClellan AFB 150 tons of flood relief supplies collected by junior
chambers of commerce in southern California. A C-119 airlifted 1,700 food
rations from McClellan to Travis for distribution to flood refugees. Other supplies
were moved by helicopter or ground vehicles from McClellan to refugee centers.

Supplies distributed from McClellan AFB between December 24 and 28
included 1,431 comforters, 1,693 blankets, 400 cots, 158 life vests, 40 life rafts,
55,200 sandbags, 960 rations, 12,600 cans of meat, and 50,000 cans of evaporat-
ed milk. Between December 23 and 30, McClellan AFB planes airlifted 77.6 tons
of these supplies plus medicine and radio communications equipment on 66
flights to the Yuba City, Marysville, Chico, Gridley, Orland, Arcata, and Verona
areas of northern California. They also moved 70 passengers, including medical,
engineering, and communications experts.

By December 28, the 41st Air Rscu Sq at Hamilton AFB had coordinated the
rescue of 500 flood victims and the airlift of 10.85 tons of food, medicine, and
clothing throughout the flooded districts of northern California and Major
McDonald had supervised 107 rescue and relief missions. Waters receded at the
end of December and flood victims looked forward to a drier new year.
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15.

Name: Cumberland Flood.

Location: Kentucky, Tennessee, West Virginia, and Virginia.

Date(s): January 29-30, 1957.

Emergency: Heavy rain over western Virginia and adjacent areas caused flash
flooding in the Cumberland River Valley region.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 2231st and 2259th Air Reserve Flying
Centers and 757th Trp Carr Sq.

Airlifted: 10.4 tons of cots and blankets.

Aircraft Employed: C—46 (five).

Operations: A severe winter storm at the end of January dropped heavy rain over
the mountains of eastern Kentucky, southern West Virginia, western Virginia, and
northeastern Tennessee. Rivers such as the Cumberland, Kentucky, and Clinch
flash flooded at least 19 towns, including 8 in Kentucky and 8 in Virginia. A 16-
foot wall of water destroyed 150 homes in Pound, Virginia, and water rose as high
as 20 feet at Barbourville, Kentucky. Floodwaters up to 10 feet lingered for 18
hours in Hazard, Kentucky, where 50 homes were swept away. In western Virginia
alone, 1,000 people had fled their homes by January 30. At least 14 people died
in the four-state flooding. Damage ran into the millions of dollars.

On January 29, the American Red Cross requested bedding from the Virginia
Military District, which was involved in emergency relief as part of the U.S.
Army’s Operation Jupiter. At 8:00 p.m., the Virginia Military District contacted
the 2231st Air Reserve Flying Center, under Maj. Carl Lindberg, at Sandston,
Virginia, for an airlift of 6.7 tons of cots and blankets to Tri-City Airport near
Bristol, Tennessee.

Using two C—46s from the 757th Trp Carr Sq and two other C—46s from the
2259th Air Reserve Flying Center at Andrews AFB, Maryland, Major Lindberg
delivered the bedding by noon the next day. Although the cargo was relatively
light, four aircraft were needed because of weight limitations at Tri-City Airport.
During the noon hour on January 30, the Virginia Military District asked the
2231st Air Reserve Flying Center for another airlift of 3.7 tons of cots and blan-
kets to Kanawha Airport at Charleston, West Virginia. A C—46 flew this mission
the same day.

In two days and more than 20 hours of flying time, five C—46s delivered 10.4
tons of cots and blankets to the flooded area. In early February, President
Eisenhower declared parts of Kentucky, West Virginia, and Virginia major disas-
ter areas and authorized federal financial assistance. By then, floodwaters had
subsided and the devastated communities began recovery operations.

16.

Name: Hurricane Audrey.
Location: Louisiana.

Date(s): June 27-August 27, 1957.
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Emergency: A hurricane hit southwestern Louisiana, killing over 500 people and
driving thousands from their homes.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Fourteenth Air Force.

Airlifted: 109 tons of food, clothing, cots, bedding, communications and water
purification equipment, fogging machines, and cattle feed.

Aircraft Employed: C45, C—46, C47, C-119, SC-54, KC-97, L-20, H-5,
H-19, H-21, B-25, and B-26 (43 total aircraft).

Operations: A tropical disturbance, first detected on June 24 in the Bay of
Campeche in the southwestern Gulf of Mexico, quickly became a hurricane, mov-
ing north toward the Texas and Louisiana coasts. Hurricane Audrey veered north-
eastward just before hitting land around 8:00 a.m. on June 27 in the vicinity of
Cameron, Louisiana, about 30 miles south of Lake Charles. With winds as high
as 105 mph, the storm dumped torrential rain and drove extremely high tides that
rose to as much as 12 feet above normal. High waves knocked buildings off their
foundations before smashing them to pieces.

Although the residents of southwestern Louisiana had received ample warn-
ing before the catastrophe, many refused to evacuate. As many as 534 people
drowned when sea water covered all of Cameron and most of Vermilion Parishes.
About 40,000 lost their homes and damage estimates in Louisiana and Texas
totaled $150 million. Worst hit were the towns of Cameron, Creole, and Grand
Chenier. About 20,000 refugees crowded shelters in the Lake Charles area after
the storm, and thousands of cattle drowned. Hurricane Audrey lost strength as it
moved northeast, and its remnants reached the Ohio Valley and New England by
month’s end.

The Fourth Army directed relief efforts after the hurricane, enlisting the
Fourteenth Air Force to supervise airlift operations that involved five USAF com-
mands and 43 airplanes of 12 types, including C—45s, C—46s, C—47s, C—119s, and
helicopters. On June 29, President Eisenhower declared Louisiana’s flooded
regions a disaster area and authorized federal economic assistance. Over 300 Air
Force personnel, including 165 air crew members, participated in relief missions
that consumed 1,851 man-days.

Between June 27 and August 27, planes directed by the Fourteenth Air Force
airlifted more than 109 tons of emergency supplies—including food, clothing, bed-
ding, and communications and water purification equipment—to the disaster area.
The airlift encompassed 527 sorties and 455 flying hours. During the two months
of relief missions, the USAF also transported 718 passengers and 300 cattle.

17.

Name: Ship Fire.

Location: Houston, Texas.

Date(s): November 8, 1959.

Emergency: A 12,000-ton oil tanker caught fire at the port of Houston, threaten-
ing other ships and port facilities.
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Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 446th Trp Carr Wg.

Airlifted: 125 tons of foamite, a fire-extinguishing chemical.

Aircraft Employed: C-119 (18).

Operations: A few minutes after midnight on Sunday morning, November 8, a
spark ignited gasoline that had spilled from barges in the Houston ship channel
in Texas. The fire spread quickly to the Amoco Virginia, a 540-foot, 12,000-ton oil
tanker that had just loaded 130,000 barrels of high test gasoline and diesel fuel. A
series of explosions that could be heard 10 miles away rocked the burning ship,
killing seven crew members and injuring eight.

Tied up at the Hess terminal on the north side of the Houston ship channel,
the Amoco Virginia sank in shallow water, frustrating Coast Guard efforts to tow
it away from a nearby 200-acre gasoline tank farm. Flames shot 300 feet into the
air above the ruined tanker. Firemen rushed to the scene, shut off the main fuel
loading line to the ship, and spread foam over the flaming wreckage. The confla-
gration threatened to ignite other ships and petrochemical facilities in the thickly
populated area along the channel and block shipping at the nation’s third busiest
port. Local supplies of foamite, a chemical used to extinguish petroleum fires,
were quickly exhausted.

At 10:00 a.m. on November 8, Houston civil defense officials asked for assis-
tance from nearby Ellington AFB, Texas, home of the Air Force Reserve’s 446th
Trp Carr Wg. Seven of the wing’s C—119 Flying Boxcar aircraft flew around the
United States to pick up foamite, while others transported fire-fighting chemicals
and equipment from Ellington to Houston.

Firefighters subsequently contained and then extinguished the fire that night.
The airlift helped to prevent a recurrence of a disaster like the 1947 tragedy in
Texas City, in which 500 persons died.

18.

Name: Northwestern Forest Fires.

Location: Oregon and Montana.

Date(s): July 24-29, 1960.

Emergency: Forest fires raged out of control in the northwestern states, consum-
ing more than 225,000 acres.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 313th Trp Carr Sq (Medium) and 514th
Trp Carr Wg.

Airlifted: At least two tons of fire-extinguishing foam and fire-fighting equip-
ment and 30 fire-fighting experts.

Aircraft Employed: C-119 (three).

Operations: Prolonged dry weather in the western United States contributed to
the outbreak of hundreds of forest fires in California, Oregon, Washington, Idaho,
Montana, Wyoming, Utah, Nevada, and Arizona during the last part of July. By
July 24, more than 225,000 acres of timber had burned. Over 100 fires spread in
Oregon and Washington alone. The largest fire raged in the Anthony Lakes area
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of northeastern Oregon, where more than 25,000 acres burned out of control
between July 22 and 26.

The governor of Oregon, Mark Hatfield, asked the AF Res unit at Portland
International Airport, the 313th Trp Carr Sq (Medium) under Col. Vernon E.
Acker, to assist the Oregon State Forestry Department by airlifting fire-fighting
equipment and chemicals from Portland to the disaster area. A C—119 delivered
the cargo to Pendleton, Oregon, on July 24, and another C—119 airlifted two tons
of fire-extinguishing foam from Portland to Baker, Oregon, on July 26. Late that
day, firefighters brought the blaze under control, although the fire was not extin-
guished for several days. Governor Hatfield thanked Colonel Acker for the “out-
standing service” and the “willing manner” in which the airlift was performed.

Containment of the Oregon fire, which the airlift helped make possible,
allowed firefighters to concentrate on other areas. On Thursday night, July 28, the
U.S. Forest Service’s eastern region office asked Col. Campbell Y. Jackson, com-
mander of the 514th Trp Carr Wg at Mitchel AFB, New York, to airlift 30 Forest
Service experts from Pennsylvania, Virginia, Kentucky, and Illinois, to Missoula,
Montana, to supervise fire-fighting efforts in western Montana. A 514th Trp Carr
Wg C-119 Flying Boxcar picked up the firefighters from the various states on its
way from Mitchel to Missoula on Friday, July 29. The Forest Service personnel
helped to coordinate hundreds of firefighters who brought the fires under control
during the next month.

19.

Name: Hurricane Donna.

Location: Florida, Puerto Rico, and Mayaguana Island.

Date(s): September 12—-18, 1960.

Emergency: A hurricane hit Puerto Rico, the Bahamas, the Florida Keys, and the

eastern coast of the United States.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 435th, 445th, and 463d Trp Carr Wgs;

1607th and 1608th Air Transport Wings (Air Trpt Wgs); and 823d Air Div.

Airlifted: At least 148 tons of bridge components, road building equipment, water

purification equipment, food, water, clothing, blankets, and cots; and at least 119

passengers, including Army engineering personnel, carpenters, and electricians.

Aircraft Employed: C-130 (24), C-119 (24), C-124 (2+), C-54 (number

unknown), and C—123 (number unknown).

Operations: In early September, Hurricane Donna, the fourth tropical storm of

the Atlantic hurricane season, approached the West Indies from the southeast. On

September 5, it swept across Puerto Rico, killing 102 people. The storm drifted

across Mayaguana Island in the Bahamas on September 8. On the night of

September 9, it struck the Florida Keys with wind gusts in excess of 160 mph.
Hurricane Donna flattened the resort town of Marathon, destroyed five

bridges on the Overseas Highway connecting the Keys, and broke the fresh water

aqueduct to Key West. Early on the morning of September 10, the hurricane
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turned northeast and hammered Fort Myers with 115 mph winds. Gathering
strength again in the Atlantic after crossing the Florida peninsula, the storm hit
North Carolina on September 11 and proceeded north along the eastern seaboard.
On September 12, the storm crossed Long Island into New England before dissi-
pating over the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

The hurricane left 121 people dead in the Antilles and 22 dead in the United
States. In Florida alone, it destroyed $1 billion in property. On September 12,
President Eisenhower declared parts of Florida disaster areas after Governor
Leroy Collins requested federal aid.

Air Force cargo aircraft had evacuated bases along Hurricane Donna’s path,
but returned soon after the storm passed. Air Force officials quickly prepared to
airlift relief supplies, equipment, and personnel to the devastated regions. C—124s
from Dover AFB, Delaware, and Charleston AFB, South Carolina, flew 5,000
Army cots to San Juan, Puerto Rico; and C—54s carried 18 tons of food, blankets,
clothing, and medicine from Patrick AFB, Florida, to Mayaguana in the Bahamas.

During the second week of September, the 435th Trp Carr Wg at Homestead
AFB, Florida, used 24 C—119s to airlift water distillation units, food, clothing,
blankets, and water cans to Marathon and Key West Naval Air Station (NAS). On
the weekend of September 17 and 18, the wing’s 77th Trp Carr Sq, stationed at
Donaldson AFB, South Carolina, airlifted a panel bridge of the 101st Airborne
Division to south Florida to help rebuild the Overseas Highway between the
Florida mainland and Key West.

Meanwhile, 24 Ninth Air Force C—130s—most from the 463d Trp Carr Wg at
Sewart AFB, Tennessee—airlifted two Army engineering companies from Fort
Campbell, Kentucky, and Fort Bragg, North Carolina, to Homestead AFB and Key
West to reconstruct the broken causeways connecting the Keys. Using 130 tons of
airlifted bridge components and road-building equipment, the engineer companies
worked toward each other from opposite ends of the Overseas Highway.

Planes from the 823d Air Div at Homestead AFB carried 1,800 gallons of
fresh water to the Florida Keys and airlifted electrical generators to the area.
Between September 12 and 18, the 445th Trp Carr Wg flew food and water to Key
West NAS for distribution to civilians.

20.

Name: Hurricane Carla.

Location: Texas.

Date(s): September 11-October 5, 1961.

Emergency: A hurricane hit Matagorda Bay, Texas.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 443d and 446th Trp Carr Wgs.

Airlifted: At least 59 tons of emergency equipment and relief supplies, including
electric generators, insecticide foggers, and tents; and at least 54 passengers,
including reporters and Air Force personnel.

Aircraft Employed: C-119 (13).
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Operations: Just after midnight on Monday, September 11, Hurricane Carla
came ashore at Matagorda Bay on the Texas coast near Port Lavaca, about 80
miles northeast of Corpus Christi. The storm brought wind gusts as high as 173
mph, tides up to 10 feet above normal, and eight inches of rain. Although 300,000
coastal residents had evacuated, the storm claimed 40 lives and sent 563 people
to the hospital. Wind and water destroyed more than 2,000 homes and flooded
large sections of Freeport, Texas City, and Galveston. Six Texas towns lost tele-
phone service, and Hurricane Carla subsequently spawned tornadoes in
Louisiana.

The Fourth Army at San Antonio took charge of military disaster relief and
immediately contacted the Fourth Air Force Reserve Region headquarters at
Randolph AFB, Texas, for airlift support. Between September 11 and October 5,
the reserve region coordinated 23 sorties of 13 aircraft using more than 100 fly-
ing hours to deliver support personnel, emergency equipment, and relief supplies
to storm victims along the Texas Gulf coast.

The 446th Trp Carr Wg at Ellington AFB, Texas, used C—119s to transport
electrical generators from New Orleans to Houston and Galveston. To prevent an
epidemic from following the flooding, the wing hauled turbine insecticide
sprayers from Buffalo, New York, to Victoria, Texas, on October 4 and 5.

Ellington AFB also supported Army and Navy helicopter flights from its run-
ways. Helicopters and ground vehicles distributed 59 tons of emergency cargo
unloaded from Air Force planes at the base during the emergency. The 433d Trp
Carr Wg at Kelly AFB, Texas, also used C—119 aircraft to haul emergency per-
sonnel, equipment, and supplies, to the devastated Texas coast. Between October
2 and 5, the wing moved two fogging machines from San Francisco to Corpus
Christi; 50 tents from Los Angeles to Victoria, Texas; and 50 Air Force trainees
from Lackland AFB, Texas, to Galveston to assist in cleanup operations.

21.

Name: Operation Nava-Snow.

Location: Arizona and New Mexico.

Date(s): December 19-21, 1961.

Emergency: Blizzards blocked roads on a Navajo Indian reservation with deep
snow, threatening the people and livestock with starvation.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 433d Trp Carr Wg and 4900th AB Gp.
Airlifted: 80 tons of food and livestock feed.

Aircraft Employed: C—47 (two) and C—119 (two).

Operations: Severe winter storms during mid-December covered the Navajo
Indian reservation in northeastern Arizona and northwestern New Mexico under
deep snow that buried pastures and blocked roads. Snowbound Indians and iso-
lated livestock faced malnutrition and starvation. On December 17, the Fourth
Army headquarters called the Fourth Air Force Reserve Region headquarters at
Randolph AFB, Texas, for an emergency airlift of food to Navajo families and
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feed to their herds in the Window Rock area of Arizona. This was not the first time
that U.S. military aircraft had been called to the reservation for food deliveries. In
January 1932, Army aircraft had dropped food bundles to snowbound and starv-
ing Navajos.

The Fourth Air Force Reserve Region immediately contacted the 4900th AB
Gp at Kirtland AFB, New Mexico, for assistance. Bad weather on December 18
forced the cancellation of the first missions of Operation Nava-Snow. On
December 19, two Kirtland AFB C—47s joined with two C—119 airplanes of the
433d Trp Carr Wg from Kelly AFB, Texas, to begin the airlift, which continued
through December 21.

During the three days, the four cargo aircraft flew 31 sorties, consuming 80
flying hours and dropping 80 tons of food packages and bales of hay. Using
Kirtland AFB as a staging area, two 433d Trp Carr Wg planes hauled 58 tons of
emergency cargo in 11 sorties to the Window Rock area. By December 21,
improved weather allowed surface transportation routes to reopen and the emer-
gency airlift ended.

22.
Name: Idaho Flood.
Location: Idaho.
Date(s): February 1962.
Emergency: Warm weather followed heavy snows in the Rocky Mountains,
flooding valleys in Idaho and adjacent states.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 1st Air Trpt Sq.
Airlifted: 26 tons of sandbags.
Aircraft Employed: C—133 (one).
Operations: During February, relatively warm weather thawed deep snow that
had accumulated in the northern Rocky Mountains, flooding river valleys in six
states. In Idaho, 4,000 people were forced from their homes and Governor Robert
Smylie asked President John F. Kennedy to declare the southern part of the state
a disaster area. The Portneuf River, a tributary of the Snake, swelled over its
banks, isolating the towns of Lava Hot Springs and Bancroft and threatening to
inundate Pocatello.

The Military Air Transport Service diverted a C—133 Cargomaster of the 1st
Air Trpt Sq from Dover AFB, Delaware, from a flight to Travis AFB, California,
for the emergency. The airplane transported 100,000 empty sandbags weighing 26
tons from the U.S. Army’s Sharp General Depot near Stockton, California, to
Pocatello, where the Portneuf River rose more than four feet above flood stage.
Relief workers filled and placed the sandbags to prevent further flooding along
the river.
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23.

Name: Chlorine Barge Emergency.

Location: Mississippi.

Date(s): September 21-22, 1962.

Emergency: Recovery of 1,100 tons of poisonous chlorine from a sunken barge
in the Mississippi River near Natchez, Mississippi, called for the possible evacu-
ation of 80,000 people.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 65th, 403d, 433d, 435th, 442d, and 446th
Trp Carr Wgs; and 69th, 77th, 78th, 305th, 357th, and 706th Trp Carr Sgs.
Airlifted: 190 tons of cargo, including 15,200 cots.

Aircraft Employed: C—119 (36) and C—124 (six).

Operations: A barge loaded with 1,100 tons of pressurized liquid chlorine in four
75-foot-long tanks sank in the Mississippi River on March 23, 1961. In
September 1962, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers discovered the sunken barge
in 60 feet of water near Natchez, Mississippi, and prepared to salvage the chlo-
rine. Experts feared that if the tanks ruptured during salvage operations, then
deadly chlorine gas might be released into the environment. Authorities prepared,
therefore, to evacuate 80,000 people in the Natchez area, including residents of
three Mississippi counties and three Louisiana parishes.

The Continental Air Command organized an airlift of supplies and equip-
ment from Texas to Vicksburg, Mississippi, to accommodate potential evacuees.
On September 21 and 22, 36 C—119s and six C—124s, belonging to six troop car-
rier wings and six troop carrier squadrons, flew 190 tons of cargo—including
15,200 cots—from Bergstrom AFB, Texas, to Vicksburg, Mississippi. The 42
cargo planes came from 12 bases in Texas, Oklahoma, Missouri, Florida,
Michigan, Louisiana, Alabama, and South Carolina. The airlift ended about dawn
on September 22, 16 hours after it began.

Salvage operations to lift the chlorine tanks began on October 1. Although
the salvage work proceeded without incident, President Kennedy declared the
Natchez vicinity a major disaster area on October 10, in response to an appeal
from Governor Ross R. Barnett. On November 5, Army engineers recovered the
last of the sunken tanks. The crisis ended without the release of chlorine or an
emergency evacuation.

24,

Name: Kentucky Floods.

Location: Eastern Kentucky.

Date(s): Week of March 13, 1963.

Emergency: Torrential rain and melting snow flooded five river valleys in east-
ern Kentucky, forcing at least 25,000 people from their homes.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 302d Trp Carr Wg and 926th and 932d Trp
Carr Gps.

Airlifted: 2,000 gallons of gasoline and an unknown number of cots.

39



Humanitarian Airlift Operations

Aircraft Employed: C-119 (three).

Operations: During March, heavy rain and melting snow in the Appalachian
Mountains caused severe flooding in eastern Kentucky as the Ohio, Cumberland,
Rockecastle, Big Sandy, and Kentucky Rivers spilled over their banks to flood
towns such as Harlan, Pikeville, Hazard, and Lothair. At least 25,000 refugees fled
their homes. On March 13, President Kennedy responded to an appeal from
Lieutenant Governor Wilson Wyatt by declaring 20 eastern Kentucky counties a
major disaster area.

At the same time, CONAC headquarters at Robins AFB, Georgia, organized
an airlift of supplies to Kentucky in response to Army requests. On March 13, the
302d Trp Carr Wg of Clinton County AFB, Ohio, and the 926th Trp Carr Gp of
New Orleans each flew a C—119 Flying Boxcar to haul a total of 2,000 gallons of
gasoline from Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio, to London, Kentucky, for rescue and
evacuation vehicles. During the same week, the 926th C—119 and another Flying
Boxcar belonging to the 932d Trp Carr Gp at Scott AFB, Illinois, airlifted cots
from Camp Pickett, Virginia, to Fort Knox, Kentucky. The Army moved the cots
by ground vehicles to refugee shelters. Floodwaters receded by the end of March.

25.

Name: Texas Haylift.

Location: Texas.

Date(s): February 8-9, 1964.

Emergency: Heavy snowfall stranded thousands of cattle near Pampa, Texas,
threatening livestock with starvation.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 446th Trp Carr Wg.

Airlifted: More than 1,900 bales of hay.

Aircraft Employed: C-119 (seven).

Operations: An immense blizzard struck the Texas panhandle during the first
week of February, when more than two feet of snow fell near the city of Pampa.
Thousands of cattle, which had survived prolonged subfreezing temperatures,
could not reach grass beneath the snow. High drifts blocked roads, preventing
farmers from transporting feed to their isolated herds.

On Thursday night, February 6, Maj. Gen. Selden Simpson of the Texas
Army National Guard asked Congressman Walter Rogers for an emergency air-
drop of hay to 7,000 starving livestock that had been without feed since February
3. Congressman Rogers contacted the Fourth Army at Fort Sam Houston near San
Antonio, Texas, which enlisted the Fourth Air Force Reserve Region at Randolph
AFB, Texas, for C—119s previously used in operations like Operation Hayride in
January 1949 and Operation Nava-Snow in December 1961.

The Air Force approved the operation, and the Fourth Air Force Reserve
Region tapped the 446th Trp Carr Wg at Ellington AFB near Houston, Texas, to
send seven C—119 Flying Boxcars to Amarillo AFB in the Texas panhandle. On
Friday, February 7, National Guardsmen loaded hay aboard the planes at Amarillo
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and flew 23 sorties over a five-county area on February 8 and 9. Flying low, the
C-119 crews dropped more than 1,900 bales of hay to the hungry herds during two
days of emergency missions. Saving many cattle, the 446th Trp Carr Wg helped to
protect the regional economy while giving servicemen valuable experience.

26.

Name: Operation Helping Hand.

Location: Alaska.

Date(s): March 28—April 17, 1964.

Emergency: An earthquake measuring 8.4 on the Richter scale struck southern
Alaska.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 62d, 464th, and 516th Trp Carr Wgs;
1254th, 1501st, 1607th, 1608th, 1611th, and 1707th Air Trpt Wgs; 5017th
Operations Squadron (Ops Sq); 41st and 76th Air Rscu Sgs; 146th Air Trpt Wg
(ANG); and 144th Air Trpt Sq (ANG).

Airlifted: 1,850 tons of electrical generators, water purification equipment, seis-
mographic apparatus, construction equipment, bedding, and clothing; and 850
passengers, including medical, construction, and communications personnel.
Aircraft Employed: C—124 (55), C—123 (17), C-130 (11), C-97 (8), C-135 (4),
C-133(2), C-121 (2), C-118 (1), VC-137 (1), HU-16 (3), HC-54 (1), and H-21
(number unknown).

Operations: At 5:36 p.m. on Good Friday, March 27, the twentieth century’s most
intense earthquake to hit North America to date struck south central Alaska, leav-
ing 117 people dead or missing and damages estimated at $750 million. Regis-
tering at least 8.4 on the Richter scale, the quake produced tidal waves felt as far
away as Japan, Hawaii, and California. The initial earthquake, and a long series of
aftershocks, left Anchorage, Alaska’s most populous city, in ruins and destroyed
large sections of Seward, Valdez, Whittier, Cordova, Kodiak, and Kenai.

Governor William Egan proclaimed an emergency. On March 28, President
Lyndon B. Johnson declared Alaska a major disaster area and Lt. Gen. Raymond
J. Reeves of the Alaskan Command secured almost immediate restoration of com-
munications between Alaska’s military bases and Washington, D.C. Within hours
of the first tremor, the U.S. military launched Operation Helping Hand to provide
emergency disaster relief to citizens of the forty-ninth state.

Twelve kinds of Air Force aircraft participated in airlift operations, flying to
Alaska from at least nine different bases, including McChord AFB, Washington;
Travis AFB, California; Dover AFB, Delaware; Pope AFB, North Carolina; Dyess
AFB, Texas; McGuire AFB, New Jersey; Andrews AFB, Maryland; Scott AFB,
Illinois; and Reese AFB, Texas. Most aircraft discharged their cargo at Elmendorf
AFB outside Anchorage or at Eielson AFB near Fairbanks. Many flights stopped
at bases around the lower 48 states to pick up equipment and personnel.

The 1,850 tons of supplies airlifted to Alaska in 21 days included 115 beds,
667 mattresses, 250 crates of baby formula, 1.4 tons of charcoal, 2.7 tons of
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canned soup, and a ton of blankets. Communications, construction, and water
purification equipment constituted the heaviest cargo. The Military Air Transport
Service alone carried 1,375 tons of airlifted materiel, in missions consuming
1,300 hours of flying time. C—123s from the Alaskan Air Command carried 280
tons in 200 flying hours.

Ten C—-130s, eight from the 464th Trp Carr Wg and two from the 516th Trp
Carr Wg, represented TAC. Alaska ANG C—123s and California ANG C-97s car-
ried more than 157.5 tons of emergency supplies. Air Rescue Service personnel
and aircraft from the 41st Air Rscu Sq at Hamilton AFB, California, and the 76th
Air Rscu Sq at Hickam AFB, Hawaii, evacuated citizens, flew reconnaissance
missions, and airdropped medical supplies. In 21 days, the USAF transported
more than 850 passengers and evacuees, including construction workers, medical
personnel, engineers, communications experts, and earthquake victims.

On March 28, Edward A. McDermott, director of the Office of Emergency
Preparedness, and 26 other government officials flew from Andrews AFB to
Elmendorf AFB on a VC-137 of the 1254th Air Trpt Wg. That same day, a
Western Transport Air Force (West Trpt AF) C—135 carried medical personnel
from Travis AFB to Anchorage. On March 29, the same plane returned to Travis
with 48 patients. From March 29 to 30, C—124s of the 1607th and 63d Air Trpt
Wes flew 30 tons of communications equipment and personnel from McGuire,
Scott, McChord, and Hill AFBs to Elmendorf.

Meanwhile, a 1611th Air Trpt Wg C-118 carried seismographic equipment
and geologists from Albuquerque and San Francisco to Anchorage. On March 31,
the same wing ferried 14 DoD officials aboard a C—135 from Andrews AFB to
Elmendorf and a C-133 airlifted a 20-ton electrical generator from Seattle to
Kodiak. Between March 29 and April 2, C—124 aircraft moved over 30 tons of
vans and electrical generators from McGuire AFB to Anchorage. Twelve C—124s
from McChord and Travis AFBs flew 124 tons of water purification equipment to
Elmendorf.

By March 31, MATS aircraft had flown 21 missions to Alaska, covering
48,700 statute miles in four days. In that same period, eight C—130s of the Tactical
Air Command’s 464th Trp Carr Wg from Pope AFB, North Carolina, picked up a
100-bed hospital; two 36-bed infirmaries; and 162 doctors, nurses, and medical
technicians from Shaw and Seymour Johnson AFBs and flew them to Anchorage.

Air Force airlift missions to Alaska continued for three weeks. By the end of
April, Anchorage and other devastated communities in south central Alaska had
begun to recover from the disaster and no longer required emergency airlift mis-
sions.

27.

Name: Montana Flood.
Location: Montana.
Date(s): June 8-12, 1964.
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Emergency: Rapid thawing and late spring snow in the Rocky Mountains cou-
pled with four-inch rains spilled the Sun River and its tributaries over their banks,
flooding a host of communities and washing out numerous bridges.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 341st Strategic Missile Wing; 62d Trp Carr
Wg; 462d Strategic Aerospace Wing; 78th Fighter Wing (Ftr Wg); 120th Ftr Gp
(Montana ANG); and Detachment 8, Western Air Rescue Center (Air Rscu Cen).
Airlifted: 35 tons of food, clothing, medicine, telephone equipment, generators,
and mail; 194 rescued passengers; and 87 medical and Red Cross personnel.
Aircraft Employed: C-123 (two), C-124 (two), H-19 (four), HH-43 (two),
T-33 (two), C47 (one), CH-3 (number unknown), and UH-1 (number
unknown).

Operations: During 1964, snow fell as late as May on the eastern slopes of
Montana’s Rocky Mountains. Three days of warm rain, up to four inches in
places, melted the snow and spilled the tributaries of the Sun River over their
banks in early June. On June 8, dams burst on Birch Creek on the Blackfeet
Indian Reservation and on Two Medicine Creek near Glacier National Park.

Floodwaters washed out ten bridges, isolating and inundating Browning,
Augusta, Choteau, Dupuyer, Vaughn, Sun River, and a host of other Montana
communities. Parts of Great Falls, a city of 70,000 at the confluence of the Sun
and Missouri Rivers, were under 11 feet of water. Mayor Marian Erdmann esti-
mated $1 million damage in that city alone. In Montana as a whole, 37 people
died and 1,200 were left homeless as the floods engulfed 5,000 square miles by
June 9. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers estimated $9.58 million in damages,
and Governor Tim Babcock appealed for federal aid after an aerial survey. On
June 10, President Johnson declared seven Montana counties a major disaster
area.

The 341st Strategic Missile Wing at Malmstrom AFB, just east of Great Falls,
responded to the emergency, setting up a disaster control center under Base
Commander Col. George Budway by 2:00 p.m. on June 8, while Lt. Col. Thomas
Beavers took charge of the 13 base helicopters for rescue and relief missions.

Air Force airlift operations continued from June 8 to 12. Two HH—43 heli-
copters from the Western Air Rescue Center’s Detachment 8 at Glasgow AFB,
Montana, joined rescue efforts, sometimes hoisting stranded flood survivors from
the tops of buildings. Larson AFB, Washington, sent four H-19 helicopters from
the 462d Strategic Aerospace Wing to deliver relief supplies to isolated areas.

Air Force fixed-wing aircraft also participated. The 62d Trp Carr Wg used
two C-124 planes to airlift a pair of Army helicopters from Fort Lewis,
Washington, to Malmstrom AFB. The Montana Air National Guard’s 120th Ftr
Gp flew a C—47 and a pair of T-33 planes to carry cargo and locate victims. Two
C-123 Providers from Hamilton AFB, California, and Stewart AFB, New York,
carried food, clothing, and supplies to the flooded communities. Army aircraft
from Fort Lewis participating in the relief missions operated from Malmstrom
AFB.
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By June 12, as floodwaters subsided, Air Force helicopters and airplanes had
delivered 35 tons of cargo, including medicine, telephone equipment, generators,
mail, food, and clothing. They rescued 194 persons and helped to transport 87
doctors, nurses, and Red Cross personnel.

28.

Name: Hurricane Hilda.

Location: Louisiana.

Date(s): October 2-3, 1964.

Emergency: A hurricane hit south central Louisiana.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 433d Trp Carr Wg and Fourth Air Force
Reserve Region (unspecified units).

Airlifted: At least 24 tons of blankets, cots, and mattresses.

Aircraft Employed: C—119 (six), T-29 (three), C—54 (one), C—47 (one), C-97
(one), and C—123 (one).

Operations: On October 1, Hurricane Hilda formed off western Cuba and moved
into the Gulf of Mexico, heading toward south central Louisiana. Remembering
the devastation of Hurricane Audrey, which had killed more than 500 people in
1957 (see Hurricane Audrey, June—August 1957), 150,000 coastal Louisiana res-
idents fled their homes and sought refuge at emergency shelters.

On the night of October 1, Fourth Army headquarters at Fort Sam Houston,
Texas, contacted the Fourth Air Force Reserve Region headquarters at Randolph
AFB, Texas, to request an airlift of bedding to central Louisiana. Responding to a
call from CONAC, the 433d Trp Carr Wg at Kelly AFB, Texas, airlifted 24 tons
of blankets to England AFB near Alexandria, Louisiana, aboard six C—119 air-
craft on October 2. Two of the cargo planes flew directly from Kelly AFB, where
they had been loaded with blankets from Fort Sam Houston. The others flew to
Fort Smith, Arkansas, to pick up blankets for delivery to Alexandria.

The six 433d Trp Carr Wg planes returned to Kelly AFB before dawn on
October 3. Other Fourth Air Force Reserve Region aircraft—including one C—54,
one C-47, three T-29s, and one C-123 from Texas and one C-97 from
Oklahoma—also ferried blankets, cots, and mattresses to Louisiana in prepara-
tion for hurricane refugees. These 13 planes flew more than 61 hours. Surface
vehicles delivered the blankets, cots, and mattresses to emergency shelters.

Hurricane Hilda hit south central Louisiana near Vermilion Bay on the night
of October 3 with 120 mph winds, devastating the sugar cane crop. The hurricane
generated tornadoes at Larose, Galliano, and Golden Meadow and left 30 people
dead. After conferring with Governor John McKeithan, President Johnson
declared southeast Louisiana a major disaster area on October 4. In St. Mary
Parish alone, 40,000 fled their homes as towns were left without water, sewage,
or electricity.
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29.

Name: Operation Haylift.

Location: Montana.

Date(s): December 18-21, 1964.

Emergency: Blizzards isolated cattle and sheep in southeastern Montana, threat-
ening them with starvation.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 349th and 452d Trp Carr Wgs; and 938th,
940th, 941st, and 945th Trp Carr Gps.

Airlifted: 65 tons of hay and other livestock feed.

Aircraft Employed: C-119 (nine).

Operations: On December 16 and 17, a blizzard from Canada dropped heavy
snow that blocked roads and isolated ranches and livestock in southeastern
Montana. Temperatures dropped as low as 40 degrees below zero, killing thou-
sands of cattle and sheep. Thick snow cover threatened to starve hundreds of thou-
sands more.

On Friday, December 18, Governor Tim Babcock appealed for federal and
military assistance. That same day President Johnson declared eight southeastern
Montana counties a disaster area. Within hours, four AF Res C—119 aircraft—one
each from the 938th Trp Carr Gp at Hamilton AFB, California; the 940th Trp Carr
Gp at McClellan AFB, California; the 941st Trp Carr Gp at Paine AFB,
Washington; and the 945th Trp Carr Gp at Hill AFB, Utah—flew to Malmstrom
AFB in Montana for an emergency airlift of hay and livestock feed to the starv-
ing herds.

The 349th Trp Carr Wg at Hamilton AFB supervised Operation Haylift along
with the Department of Agriculture, which purchased feed from Fairfield and
Great Falls in central Montana for distribution by air from Malmstrom. Between
December 18 and 20, the four C—119s delivered at least 40 tons of hay in the
region centered about 225 miles southeast of Great Falls, dropping most of the
feed directly over the stranded herds from an altitude of 50 feet and a speed of
about 150 mph. Each C-119 carried an average of 5.5 tons per flight. One C-119
dropped 5 tons of hay over a herd of 800 cattle at a ranch about 30 miles from
Miles City on the Tongue River. The cattle had been without feed for four days.
Montana ANG L-19 aircraft helped to guide the Flying Boxcars to the ranches
most in need.

On Sunday, December 20, another blizzard dropped several inches of new
snow on southern Montana, grounding the four cargo planes. The 349th and 452d
Trp Carr Wgs dispatched five more C—119s from California to Malmstrom AFB,
three from Hamilton AFB and two from March AFB. By December 21, nine
C—119s were airdropping livestock feed. Between December 18 and 21, C—119s
distributed 65 tons of livestock food in 17 sorties over southeastern Montana. By
Tuesday, December 22, highway workers had cleared major roads in the region,
allowing ground vehicles to take over feed deliveries.
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30.

Name: Operation Biglift.

Location: California and Oregon.

Date(s): December 22, 1964—January 22, 1965.

Emergency: Heavy rain flooded the west coast, cutting surface transportation
routes and leaving 48 people dead and 17,000 homeless.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 349th, 442d, 446th, and 512th Trp Carr
Wags; 9th Strategic Airlift Wing; 146th Air Training Wing; 3635th Flying Training
Wing; 908th, 912th, 914th, 917th, 924th, 925th, and 939th Trp Carr Gps; 129th
Air Commando Group; 4560th Combat Support Group; 408th Ftr Gp; 4650th
Special Air Mission Squadron; Detachment 9, Western Air Rscu Cen; West Trpt
AF (unspecified units); and Air Force Flight Test Center (unspecified units).
Airlifted: 1,598 tons of food, clothing, bedding, fuel, hay, grain, vehicles, pipe,
medical supplies, sandbags, and mail; and 522 passengers.

Aircraft Employed: C-119 (172), KC-97 (13), UH-19 (12), C-130 (12),
CH-21 (9), C-124 (7), C-123 (6), CH-43 (5), H43 (2), U-6 (2), H-19 (1), C47
(1), CH-3 (1), VT-29 (1), and CH-47 (1).

Operations: Pacific storms dropped a heavy, steady rain on Oregon and northern
California during the last two weeks of December, producing flooding similar to
that which had devastated the area nine years earlier. The Klamath, Eel, Mad, Van
Duzen, Salmon, Smith, and Russian Rivers spilled over their banks, inundating
homes, farms, forests, and factories in the “Redwood Empire.” The downpours
caused landslides and washed away at least 26 bridges, isolating communities in
Humboldt, Del Norte, Siskiyou, and Mendocino Counties in northern California.

Governors Edmund G. Brown of California and Mark Hatfield of Oregon
declared the flooded regions disaster areas. On December 22, civil defense offi-
cials asked the Sixth Army for military assistance. Sixth Army headquarters at the
Presidio in San Francisco established a joint emergency operations center and
called for an airlift of food and relief supplies to areas where surface transporta-
tion routes were cut.

On December 23, the Sixth Air Force Reserve Region established an airlift
command post at Hamilton AFB, California, under Brig. Gen. Jack A. Gibbs. Air
Force Reserve participation was directed by Lt. Gen. Edward J. Timberlake from
CONAC headquarters at Robins AFB, Georgia. The 349th Trp Carr Wg (AF Res)
at Hamilton AFB conducted the bulk of the airlift, using C—119 aircraft to haul
supplies from California bases—to which cargo was delivered by other Air Force
organizations—to Humboldt County Airport at Arcata, California, about 215
miles north of San Francisco. Four troop carrier wings and seven troop carrier
groups of other wings constituted the bulk of Air Force reserve resources com-
mitted to the airlift.

Between December 23 and January 22, more than 200 Air Force cargo planes
delivered 522 passengers and 1,598 tons of cargo, including food rations, cloth-
ing, fuel, sandbags, blankets, hay, grain, medical supplies, mail, vehicles, and
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pipe. Fifteen types of aircraft—including C-119s, KC-97s, UH-19s, C-130s,
CH-21s, C—124s, and C-123s—from California, Georgia, Louisiana, Texas,
Alabama, New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Missouri, and Washington partici-
pated in Operation Biglift. The aircraft represented CONAC (AF Res and ANG),
MATS, SAC, the Air Training Command, and the Air Defense Command.

In one month, the Air Force flew 318 sorties for the emergency, using 996
flying hours. Some relief supplies were airdropped to isolated victims in Oregon.
Navy, Marine Corps, and Coast Guard aircraft, especially helicopters, contributed
to the overall relief efforts, coordinated by the Sixth Army at the Presidio.
Operation Biglift ended on January 22 with the reopening of most surface trans-
portation routes in northern California and western Oregon.

31

Name: Colorado Flood.

Location: Colorado.

Date(s): June 17, 1965.

Emergency: The South Platte River flooded the Denver area.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 945th Trp Carr Gp.

Airlifted: 82 tons of cots, bedding, medical supplies, and other relief cargo.
Aircraft Employed: C-119 (six).

Operations: A severe storm system accompanied by hail and tornadoes drenched
the eastern Rocky Mountains in central Colorado in mid-June. The rapidly flow-
ing waters of the South Platte River spilled into valley communities, including
Castle Rock, Louviers, and Littleton, between Colorado Springs and Denver, just
north of the U.S. Air Force Academy. On June 16, up to 20 feet of water flooded
Denver. The rampaging flood destroyed or damaged at least 15 bridges in the Den-
ver area. One witness reported that the South Platte River rose 15 feet in one hour.

On June 16, Governor John Love appealed to the USAF at nearby Lowry AFB
for aid. The base donated 1,500 cots, 3,500 blankets, and 300 combat rations to the
Red Cross for flood victims. At least 200 refugees found temporary shelter at
Lowry. When supplies dwindled, the Red Cross requested an Air Force airlift. The
AF Res 945th Trp Carr Gp at Hill AFB, Utah, collected cots, bedding, medical sup-
plies, and other emergency goods at their base from the Ogden defense depot.

On June 17, six of the group’s C—119s airlifted 82 tons of the relief cargo
from Hill AFB to Denver, where Lowry AFB personnel helped to distribute the
supplies. The high water subsided almost as quickly as it had risen, and no further
airlift missions were needed. By the end of June, the South Platte had resumed its
normal rate of flow from the Rocky Mountains to the Great Plains.

32.

Name: Hurricane Betsy Airlift.
Location: Louisiana.

Date(s): September 11-18, 1965.
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Emergency: Hurricane Betsy hit southeastern Louisiana, flooding extensive por-
tions of New Orleans.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 302d, 403d, 433d, 434th, 435th, 440th,
442d, 445th, 446th, 4524, 459th, 512th, and 514th Trp Carr Wgs.

Airlifted: 638 tons of food, blankets, cots, clothing, and communications and
kitchen equipment; and 660 rescue and relief workers.

Aircraft Employed: C-119 (113), C-124 (22), C-123 (5), C—47 (1), T-29 (1),
C-54 (1), and C-130 (1).

Operations: At dusk on Thursday, September 9, Hurricane Betsy hit the mouth
of the Mississippi River in southeastern Louisiana and followed the river to New
Orleans. Before dawn on September 10, the hurricane raked the city with 125
mph winds and high tides, killing over 70 people, forcing 185,000 from their
homes, and destroying $1 billion in property. Most damage resulted from flood-
ing, against which residents were not insured. The storm slowly dissipated as it
moved past Baton Rouge.

Governor John McKeithan appealed for federal relief. On Friday evening,
September 10, President Johnson flew to New Orleans and declared southeastern
Louisiana a disaster area. Early the next morning, CONAC at Robins AFB, Geor-
gia, initiated an airlift of emergency supplies and equipment to the disaster area
in cooperation with the Fourth Army and the Fourth Air Force Reserve Region.
C-119, C-124, C—123, and other aircraft from 13 troop carrier wings in 11 states
delivered 660 relief and rescue workers and 638 tons of food, blankets, cots, cloth-
ing, telephone repair equipment, and field kitchen components between Septem-
ber 11 and 18.

Most of the 157 missions terminated at the naval air station at Alvin
Callender Field near New Orleans, but some of the cargo planes unloaded at New
Orleans International Airport or at Baton Rouge. The 926th Trp Carr Gp at
Callender Field assumed off-loading duties, sometimes using delivery trucks bor-
rowed from New Orleans area department stores.

On the first day of the airlift, 100 tons of supplies arrived in the disaster area;
on Sunday, September 12, 26 C—119s and seven C—124s delivered 95 tons of
relief cargo. At the peak of the airlift, a C—119 plane was unloaded every 15 min-
utes, and a C—124 every 30 minutes. Most C—124s carried telephone repair trucks
and equipment to restore communications in New Orleans. After a week-long air-
lift in which 144 Air Force planes took part, CONAC concluded Hurricane Betsy
relief operations on September 18.

33.

Name: Phoenix Area Flood.

Location: Phoenix, Arizona.

Date(s): December 31, 1965-January 1, 1966.

Emergency: The Salt and Gila Rivers flooded the suburbs of Phoenix.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 942d Air Trpt Gp (Heavy) and
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Detachments 15 and 16, Western Air Rscu Cen.

Airlifted: 44 tons of cots, blankets, and other emergency supplies; and 9 victims
rescued.

Aircraft Employed: C—124 (two) and H-43 (five).

Operations: When the Salt and Gila Rivers flooded the southern suburbs of
Phoenix at the end of December, the local American Red Cross requested assis-
tance to transport relief supplies to the area. The Continental Air Command, in
cooperation with the Army, contacted the 452d Trp Carr Wg at March AFB,
California.

On December 31, the 942d Air Trpt Gp (Heavy) flew 44.3 tons of emergency
cargo, including hundreds of cots and 600 blankets, from March AFB to Phoenix
aboard two C—124 cargo planes. On New Year’s Day, the airlifted supplies were
available to the Red Cross to relieve flood victims. Meanwhile, three H—43 heli-
copters from Williams AFB, Arizona, and two H-43s from Luke AFB, Arizona,
representing Detachments 15 and 16 of the Western Air Rscu Cen, rescued nine
flood victims. During a 24-hour period, 50 Air Force reservists participated in
seven rescue and relief missions.

34,

Name: Northwestern California Flood.

Location: California.

Date(s): January 5, 1966.

Emergency: The Eel and Mad Rivers and Redwood Creek, swollen by the rains
of winter storms, flooded their valleys.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 349th Trp Carr Wg.

Airlifted: 4.5 tons of folding cots and blankets and two passengers.

Aircraft Employed: C-119 (one).

Operations: During the first week of January, almost continuous rain from win-
ter storms flooded the Eel and Mad River valleys in the Pacific Coast Range of
northwestern California. The floodwaters inundated rural sections near Eureka
and Ferndale, forcing thousands of residents to evacuate their homes. As
Redwood Creek overflowed, 1,000 fled the Orick area.

The Sixth Air Force Reserve Region, headquartered at Hamilton AFB just
north of San Francisco, responded to local appeals for assistance by tapping the
349th Trp Carr Wg (AF Res), also at Hamilton. On January 5, one of the wing’s
C—119s, crewed by four reservists, flew 300 folding cots and 300 blankets, weigh-
ing 4.5 tons, from Sacramento to Arcata, California, near the flooded valleys
where Red Cross officials used the supplies in emergency shelters. Waters reced-
ed as the weather cleared later in the month, allowing the evacuees to return home.
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35.

Name: Mississippi Tornadoes.

Location: Mississippi.

Date(s): March 34, 1966.

Emergency: Tornadoes skipped through central Mississippi, killing 52 people,
injuring 497, and destroying or damaging $12 million in property.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 908th Trp Carr Gp.

Airlifted: Blood and two Red Cross mobile canteens.

Aircraft Employed: C-119 (one).

Operations: At dusk on Thursday, March 3, tornadoes struck the Jackson area
of central Mississippi, leaving the city without electrical power for nearly seven
hours. The twisters killed 52 people, including 12 at Candlestick Park shopping
center in suburban Jackson. In western Rankin County, just across the Pearl
River east of Jackson, the storms destroyed the Continental Can Company and
Jackson Tile Company industrial plants and damaged the Knox Glass Company
factory. High winds overturned six railroad cars and destroyed the modern brick
Woodville Heights Baptist Church. The storm system caused $12 million in
property losses and injured 497 persons.

At 10:00 p.m. on March 3, before electrical power was restored in parts of
Jackson, Ralph A. Holberg, Jr., a member of the American Red Cross national
board of governors, called the 908th Trp Carr Gp at Brookley AFB, Alabama,
to airlift blood to the Mississippi capital. The 908th, under the command of Col.
William A. Willis, flew a C-119 Flying Boxcar laden with Red Cross blood,
blood derivatives, and two mobile canteens from Brookley AFB to Jackson. The
four-man crew, led by Maj. Harold W. Weekley, accomplished the mission by
2:00 a.m., four hours after the call for help. Red Cross officials in Jackson used
the blood supplies to assist injured tornado victims who crowded local hospi-
tals.

36.

Name: Midwest Flood.

Location: North Dakota and Minnesota.

Date(s): March 24, 1966.

Emergency: Blizzards flooded the Red River valley between North Dakota and
Minnesota.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 434th and 440th Trp Carr Wgs.

Airlifted: 19 tons of water pumps and pipe.

Aircraft Employed: C-119 (four).

Operations: During the first week of March, a blizzard struck the Dakotas and
Minnesota with winds in excess of 90 mph and heavy snow, leaving 20 people
dead. A mid-March thaw flooded parts of the Red River valley between North
Dakota and Minnesota. A second severe snowstorm hit the same area between
March 21 and 24, dropping up to 14 inches of snow. The new precipitation com-
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pounded the flooding, and President Johnson declared North Dakota a major dis-
aster area on March 23.

On March 24, CONAC headquarters at Robins AFB, Georgia, responded to
Fifth Army requests for airlift assistance by directing the 440th Trp Carr Wg at
General Billy Mitchell Field in Milwaukee and the 434th Trp Carr Wg at Bakalar
AFB, Indiana, to airlift six water pumps and 1.25 tons of pipe from civil defense
stocks at Chicago O’Hare International Airport to the flooded disaster area.

The 440th Trp Carr Wg flew three pumps from Chicago to Grand Forks,
North Dakota, aboard two C—119 Flying Boxcars while the 434th Trp Carr Wg
flew three pumps and pipe from Chicago to the Minneapolis-St. Paul airport
aboard two other C—119s. Reservists with the 934th Trp Carr Gp unloaded the
planes at Minneapolis and Army trucks hauled the cargo 125 miles to Fort Ripley,
Minnesota, where it was used to divert floodwaters. The C—119s completed the
airlift missions in one day.

37.

Name: Texas Encephalitis Epidemic.

Location: Texas.

Date(s): August 17-30, 1966.

Emergency: An encephalitis epidemic threatened the Dallas and Corpus Christi
areas of Texas, killing 11 people and hospitalizing almost 200.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 4500th AB Wg.

Airlifted: 14,210 gallons of insecticide.

Aircraft Employed: C—123 (six).

Operations: An encephalitis epidemic broke out in southern and central Texas at
the end of July and gathered momentum into August. Spread by mosquitoes, the
St. Louis variety of the neurological disease killed 11 people in the Lone Star
State, including seven in Dallas and two in Corpus Christi. Over 100 cases in the
two cities alarmed Texas health officials, who contacted the U.S. Public Health
Service for help in containing the “sleeping sickness,” which had no medical cure.

On August 14, the public health service notified TAC headquarters at
Langley AFB, Virginia, of a possible need for the 4500th Air Base Wing’s Special
Aerial Spray Flight, a unit which specialized in dispersing insecticide over large
areas. Three C—123 aircraft flew on August 17 from Langley to Love Field in
Dallas to begin what was called Operation Dallas Spray.

Aerial spraying missions began on August 19 over Dallas County after per-
mission was obtained from all affected communities. The planes dispensed mos-
quito-killing chemicals while flying at slow speeds at an altitude of about 150
feet. High winds and rain canceled missions for the next two days, but on August
21, three more C—123s from Hurlburt Field at Eglin AFB, Florida, joined the
flight. On August 22, aerial spraying of Dallas County resumed. The Hurlburt
planes returned to Florida on August 25, but the three remaining Langley aircraft
continued spraying the next day.
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By August 26, the Special Aerial Spray Flight had treated 475,400 acres
around Dallas with 11,885 gallons of insecticide in 56 flying hours. The three
C—123s moved to Corpus Christi, Texas, where they sprayed 93,000 acres around
that city with 2,325 gallons of insecticide between August 28 and 30. The Special
Aerial Spray Flight treated a total of 568,400 acres in Texas using over 14,000 gal-
lons of mosquito-killing chemicals.

Health officials determined that these spraying operations achieved 90 to 95
percent control of the epidemic. Only six of the 175 encephalitis cases confirmed
in the Dallas epidemic were contracted after the spraying.

38.

Name: Rocky Mountain Fires.

Location: Idaho and Montana.

Date(s): August 13—September 12, 1967.

Emergency: Fires ignited by lightning and spread by high winds consumed
93,290 acres of mountain forests.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 341st Strategic Missile Wing, 516th
Tactical Airlift Wing (Tac Alft Wg), 821st and 862d Combat Support Groups, and
941st Military Airlift Group (Mil Alft Gp).

Airlifted: 368 tons of fire-fighting equipment and vehicles and 500 firefighters.
Aircraft Employed: UH-1 (eight), U-3A (one), C—47 (one), C—124 (one), and
C-130 (seven).

Operations: During the second week of August, lightning ignited fires in the
drought-stricken mountain forests of Glacier National Park in northwestern
Montana and Kaniksu National Forest near Bonners Ferry in northern Idaho.
High winds spread the fires over thousands of acres, threatening vast quantities of
timber resources, wildlife, and adjacent communities.

On August 13, the National Park Service asked the Sixth Air Force Reserve
Region for helicopters to carry firefighters and equipment from base camps to
remote sites near the fires along mountain summits where there were no roads.
The Sixth Air Force Reserve Region tapped Air Force resources within its area of
responsibility, including those of SAC. Eight UH-1 helicopters from the 341st
Strategic Missile Wing at Malmstrom AFB, Montana; the 821st Combat Support
Group at Ellsworth AFB, South Dakota; and the 862d Combat Support Group at
Minot AFB, North Dakota, participated in the operations. The 341st Strategic
Missile Wing commander, Col. John W. Carroll, directed the task force, which
included a C—47 to fly UH—1 spare parts where they were needed. On August 30,
President Johnson declared northern Idaho a major disaster area.

At the Glacier National Park fires, Air Force helicopters flew 484 sorties. On
an average morning, the helicopters carried almost 500 firefighters from base
camps to mountaintop landing zones, returning them in the evening. Air Force
helicopters shuttled firefighters between remote sites in the Bonners Ferry region
of Idaho and carried injured workers to hospitals. On September 2, a Malmstrom
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UH-1 Huey helicopter crashed and burned on takeoff while on a mission against
a fire in the Trappers Peak area. Although both the pilot and copilot survived, one
was injured severely.

On September 4, the Sixth Army asked the Sixth Air Force Reserve Region
to airlift seven passengers, two 2.5 ton trucks, a 1.5 ton trailer, and fire-fighting
supplies from Fort Lewis, Washington, to the Coeur d’Alene area of Idaho.
McChord AFB’s 941st Mil Alft Gp used a C—124 to haul the cargo via Fairchild
AFB near Spokane, in eastern Washington, to Idaho.

During the first week of September, seven C—130s from the 516th Tac Alft
Wg at Dyess AFB, Texas, airlifted at least seven tons of water tank trucks and fire-
fighting equipment from George AFB, California, to Coeur d’Alene. By
September 10, rain and cooler temperatures helped to contain the forest fires. On
September 12, Air Force airlift operations ended. By then, the Montana and Idaho
fires were under control, having consumed 93,290 acres of forest.

39.
Name: Fairbanks Flood.
Location: Alaska.
Date(s): August 14-31, 1967.
Emergency: Heavy rain caused the Chena River in Alaska to flood the city of
Fairbanks.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 60th, 62d, 436th, and 437th Military Airlift
Wings (Mil Alft Wgs); 916th, 917th, and 937th Mil Alft Gps; 146th Air Trpt Wg;
144th Air Trpt Sq; and 124th Ftr Gp.
Airlifted: 974 tons of generators, trucks, food, water purification equipment,
laundry equipment, sandbags, telephone cables, medical supplies, clothing, baby
bottles, portable latrines, and charcoal; and at least 2,553 passengers, including
2,371 refugees.
Aircraft Employed: C—124 (12), C-133 (3), C-141 (18), C-123 (2), C-54 (2),
and C-97 (1).
Operations: Six inches of rain fell in six days over central Alaska during the sec-
ond week of August. The Chena River flooded downtown Fairbanks under as
much as nine feet of water, drove half of the city’s 30,000 residents from their
homes, killed at least five persons, and destroyed an estimated $200 million in
property. On August 14, Mayor H. A. Boucher and Governor Walter Hickel
appealed for federal aid and President Johnson declared the state a disaster area.
From the Alaskan Command, Lt. Gen. Robert A. Breitweiser set up a mili-
tary airlift to deliver emergency supplies to Eielson AFB, 25 miles southeast of
Fairbanks. Military airlift wings participating included the 60th from Travis AFB,
California; the 62d from McChord AFB, Washington; the 436th from Dover AFB,
Delaware; and the 437th from Charleston AFB, South Carolina.
Before flying to Eielson, many of the planes picked up supplies from bases
across the country, including McGuire AFB, New Jersey; Peterson AFB,
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Colorado; Davis-Monthan AFB, Arizona; Elmendorf AFB, Alaska; and Sharpe
Army Depot, California. Between August 14 and 31, 30 MAC C-124s, C—133s,
and C-141s delivered to Alaska almost 800 tons of electrical generators, fire
trucks, C rations, water purification equipment, washing machines, sandbags,
telephone cables, medical supplies, and other relief cargo. Representing the
Twenty-first and Twenty-second Air Forces, the planes flew 47 missions in 18
days.

Air Force Reserve and Air National Guard organizations also flew flood res-
cue and relief missions during the crisis. Between August 15 and 23, the 144th
Air Trpt Sq, stationed at Kulis ANG Base near Anchorage, flew C—-123s and a
C-54 to evacuate 2,371 flood refugees from Fairbanks to Anchorage. Return
flights delivered 152 tons of medical supplies, water, and food to Fairbanks.
During the nine days, the 144th flew 138 sorties, consuming 223 flying hours.

The Idaho Air National Guard’s 124th Ftr Gp flew a C-54 to deliver three
tons of diapers, clothing, milk, and baby bottles from Boise to Alaska. A C—97 of
the 146th Air Trpt Wg at Van Nuys, California, carried two tons of fresh fruit to
the disaster area. During August, three AF Res Mil Alft Gps—the 916th from
Carswell AFB, Texas; the 917th from Barksdale AFB, Louisiana; and the 937th
from Tinker AFB, Oklahoma—carried 16.5 tons of relief supplies, including
medicine, portable latrines, charcoal, and relief workers to Eielson AFB aboard
three C—124s.

As September began, the high water receded, and emergency flights to
Eielson ended. Ground vehicles transported the airlifted emergency supplies to
Fairbanks, where residents worked to restore normal activities.

40.

Name: Hurricane Beulah.

Location: Texas.

Date(s): September 21-October 28, 1967.

Emergency: Hurricane Beulah, with winds up to 160 mph, hit southern Texas,
bringing torrential rain to the Rio Grande valley followed by massive flooding.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 1st, 19th, and 39th Military Airlift
Squadrons (Mil Alft Sgs); 316th and 516th Tac Alft Wgs; and 4500th Special
Aerial Spray Flight (4500th AB Wg).

Airlifted: 299 tons of Army amphibious vehicles, jeeps, trucks, rations, and relief
supplies; an unknown tonnage of 200,000 sandbags; 21,000 gallons of insecti-
cide; and 200 passengers.

Aircraft Employed: C-124 (one), C-133 (two), C-123 (three), and C-130
(eight).

Operations: After cutting northwestward across the Yucatan peninsula and the
southwestern Gulf of Mexico, Hurricane Beulah struck the Texas coast just north
of Brownsville on September 19 with winds up to 160 mph. The huge storm, 140
miles across, spawned a host of tornadoes, destroyed 80 percent of the homes on
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South Padre Island, pushed tides 10 feet above normal, and killed 10 people
before losing strength over the Rio Grande valley on September 21.

The remnants of Beulah proved even more destructive, dumping 30 inches of
rain over southern Texas and northeastern Mexico. The floods which followed the
hurricane killed at least 30 more people and left $1 billion in property damage. In
Texas and Mexico, water covered an area the size of Kentucky, including thou-
sands of acres of citrus and pepper farms. As many as 300,000 refugees sought
high ground and shelter. The Arroyo Colorado, a diversion canal of the Rio
Grande just north of the Mexican border, flooded Mercedes and Harlingen, Texas.
On September 28, President Johnson flew over the inundated area and declared
24 counties disaster areas.

Military aid had arrived in southern Texas even before the president’s survey
flight. On September 23, two C—133s from the 1st and 39th Mil Alft Sqs of the
436th Mil Alft Wg at Dover AFB, Delaware, flew to Oceana NAS in Virginia to
retrieve Army amphibious vehicles for delivery to Harlingen’s airport. One of the
C—133s made another trip to Corpus Christi for other Army vehicles destined for
Harlingen. Meanwhile, a 19th Mil Alft Sq C—124 from Kelly AFB, Texas, flew to
Fort Campbell, Kentucky, to get Army personnel and equipment for aerial delivery
to Rio Grande International Airport near Brownsville. By September 28, the three
Air Force cargo planes had moved 51.3 tons of cargo—mostly amphibious vehi-
cles and equipment—and 27 passengers to the disaster area for the Fourth Army.

Between September 22 and October 5, the 516th Tac Alft Wg at Dyess AFB,
Texas, hauled 248 tons of food rations and 173 passengers from El Paso to Laredo
aboard five C—130s, consuming 72 flying hours in response to a Fourth Air Force
Reserve Region request. The 316th Tac Alft Wg at Langley AFB, Virginia, used
three C—130s to airlift 200,000 sandbags from Richmond to Harlingen between
September 26 and 28. Workers around Harlingen used the bags to reinforce lev-
ees and control flooding.

In response to a request from Governor John B. Connally, the 4500th Special
Aerial Spray Flight, also from Langley AFB, sprayed 21,000 gallons of insecti-
cide over a million acres in south Texas between September 28 and October 28,
using three specially equipped C—123s. The aerial spraying limited the mosquito
population and, thus, the potential for an epidemic. In five weeks, 14 Air Force
cargo planes from six organizations contained the destruction and damage of
Hurricane Beulah.

41.

Name: Operation Haylift II (Operation Navajo).

Location: Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah.

Date(s): December 1629, 1967.

Emergency: Two severe blizzards in eight days left deep snow on Indian reser-
vations in Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah. Blocked roads threatened people and
livestock with starvation.
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Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 60th, 63d, 349th, 452d, and 512th Mil Alft
Wes; 433d, 440th, and 446th Tac Alft Wgs; 153d, 161st, and 937th Mil Alft Gps;
908th, 926th, and 939th Tactical Airlift Groups (Tac Alft Gps); 140th and 162d
Tactical Fighter Groups (Tac Ftr Gps); 41st, 54th, 302d, and 303d Aerospace
Rescue and Recovery Squadrons (Aerosp RR Sqs); Western Aerospace Rescue
and Recovery Center; Air Force Special Weapons Center; and 4900th AB Gp.
Airlifted: 858 tons of hay; 349 tons of food, clothing, and medical supplies; 30
snow vehicles; and 1,361 passengers.

Aircraft Employed: C-119 (26), C-124 (9), C-54 (7), HU-16 (4), C-97 (6),
C-47 (3), T-29 (3), C-141 (2), HC-130 (2), CH-3 (2), UH-16 (1), HC-97 (num-
ber unknown), and HH-43 (number unknown).

Operations: A series of severe blizzards descended on the Navajo and Hopi
Indian reservations in Arizona, New Mexico, and Utah between December 13 and
21. Deep snow and drifts as high as 10 feet blanketed 16,000 square miles and
blocked roads, stranding hundreds of people and threatening thousands of cattle
and sheep with starvation.

On December 15, Raymond Nakai, chairman of the Navajo tribal council,
requested aid from the Bureau of Indian Affairs. The Sixth Army, unable to bring
immediate relief without an airlift, contacted the Sixth Air Force Reserve Region
at Hamilton AFB, California. The next day, the 452d Mil Alft Wg from March
AFB, California, initiated Operation Haylift II under the direction of Col. Merle
E. Larson.

From December 16 to 19, eight of the wing’s C—119s dropped 80 tons of hay
in 16 sorties in the snowbound region, while detachments of the Western Aero-
space Rescue and Recovery Center rescued stranded Indians and delivered food,
clothing, blankets, and medicine aboard helicopters and HC-130, HU-16, and
HC-97 planes. Missions were flown from Luke AFB near Phoenix and at
Window Rock, Chinle, and Winslow, Arizona.

On December 20, the Sixth Air Force Reserve Region called upon Air Force
reserve units across the country and an armada of C—119s, C—124s, C-97s, C—47s,
and C—54s delivered hay, snow vehicles, food, medicine, clothing, and other relief
supplies to the snowbound area until roads reopened just after Christmas.

Air Force Reserve C—119s dropped bales of hay while flying as low as 30 feet
and at speeds as slow as 140 mph over stranded livestock, delivering 858 tons in 161
sorties by December 27. Indian spotters accompanied the haylift flights to guide the
planes to places of greatest need. C—124s moved snow plows, snow weasels, and
snow buggies to Arizona via Albuquerque. C—141s from the 60th and 63d Mil Alft
Wes at Travis AFB and Norton AFB delivered helicopter fuel to the staging areas,
while local tactical fighter groups sent C—54s to help with cargo deliveries.

The Western Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Service transported 1,361 pas-
sengers and dropped almost 350 tons of food, blankets, clothing, and medical sup-
plies between December 16 and 29. The Air Force Special Weapons Center at
Kirtland AFB, New Mexico, sent C—54s, C—47s, and other aircraft to assist.
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Most airlift activities ended when major roads reopened on December 27, but
the operation continued for two more weeks. Operation Haylift Il saved many
lives and limited livestock losses on the reservations to about five percent.

42.

Name: Alaska Forest Fire.

Location: Alaska.

Date(s): July 24—August 2, 1968.

Emergency: Forest fires swept across more than 500,000 acres of Alaska tim-
berland.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 935th and 945th Mil Alft Gps and 7th Mil
Alft Sq of the 62d Mil Alft Wg.

Airlifted: Eight U.S. Forest Service helicopters and 15 personnel.

Aircraft Employed: C—124 (three).

Operations: Unusually warm and dry weather over central Alaska during July
contributed to an outbreak of forest fires. For more than a week, afternoon tem-
peratures exceeded 90 degrees and humidity levels plummeted in the normally
wet and cool region. By July 28, 130 fires had consumed 505,000 acres of Alaska
timberland. About 1,300 firefighters tried to control the blazes, one of which was
raging five miles from Fairbanks.

On July 24, the Fairbanks Bureau of Land Management office called the U.S.
Forest Service in Portland, Oregon, to request an airlift to Alaska of fire-fighting
helicopters from Boise, Idaho. The Forest Service relayed the request to Sixth
Army headquarters in San Francisco, which contacted the Sixth Air Force
Reserve Region at Hamilton AFB, California.

On July 25, the AF Res tasked the 945th Mil Alft Gp at Hill AFB, Utah, to
airlift three Forest Service helicopters and six passengers from Boise International
Airport to Fort Wainwright, Alaska. One of the group’s C—124 Globemasters took
off from Hill AFB, refueled at McChord AFB, Washington, and landed at Boise
before the day ended. The plane and its load of helicopters and passengers pro-
ceeded to Fort Wainwright the next day. On July 25 and 26, the 7th Mil Alft Sq of
the 62d Mil Alft Wg at McChord used another C—124 to airlift two more Forest
Service helicopters from Boise to Fort Wainwright.

On July 28, Sixth Army headquarters asked the Sixth Air Force Reserve
Region for another helicopter airlift from Idaho to Alaska. Air Force Reserve
headquarters at Robins AFB, Georgia, assigned the mission to the 935th Mil Alft
Gp at Richards-Gebaur AFB, Missouri. Using a C—124, the group flew three
Forest Service helicopters, nine personnel, and 1,375 pounds of fire-fighting
cargo from Boise to Fort Wainwright between July 29 and 31.

By August 3, all USAF airlift aircraft had returned to their home bases, after
transporting eight Forest Service helicopters and associated personnel from Idaho
to Alaska within a week of the first request for assistance.
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43,

Name: Minot Flood.

Location: North Dakota.

Date(s): April 10-21, 1969.

Emergency: Runoff from unusually thick accumulations of snow flooded the
Mouse River valley and the city of Minot.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 810th Strategic Aerospace Division and
ANG C-119 units.

Airlifted: 790 blankets, 790 litters, and other relief supplies.

Aircraft Employed: KC-135 (2), C-119 (2), and helicopters (11).

Operations: By April, up to 47 inches of snow had fallen in northern North
Dakota. Warm temperatures in early April rapidly melted the deep snow, swelling
the Des Lacs, Mouse, and Souris Rivers. On April 10, the Mouse River flooded
Minot, a city of more than 30,000. Local officials appealed for aid to Minot AFB,
located on a plateau north of the flooded city, and Brig. Gen. Ralph T. Holland,
commander of the 810th Strategic Aerospace Division, established the USAF
Assistance Control Center under the base commander, Col. George E. Porter.

The Assistance Control Center worked with Minots Civic Flood Control
Center, which included representatives from the Air Force, Red Cross, Salvation
Army, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, civil defense, National Guard, Coast Guard,
and local police. Colonel Porter dispatched base personnel and vehicles to deliv-
er sandbags and relief supplies to the local community between April 10 and 21.
They also helped to evacuate 12,000 residents from threatened areas of the city.

Most sandbags and supplies came from Minot AFB stocks, but 790 blankets
and 790 litters were flown in by SAC KC-135s. Two ANG C-119s delivered
other relief supplies. At least one KC-135 came from Malmstrom AFB and at
least one of the C—119s from Wisconsin. Eleven helicopters participated in rescue
and relief missions, transporting personnel and cargo.

By the third week in April, floodwaters had receded, and the Assistance
Control Center ceased operations on April 21. Minot AFB personnel used thou-
sands of sandbags to save important installations such as the water works, but
some areas remained under water until May.

44,

Name: Hurricane Camille.

Location: Mississippi.

Date(s): August 19—September 16, 1969.

Emergency: A powerful hurricane tore into the Mississippi coast.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 375th Aeromedical Airlift Wing (Aeromed
Alft Wg); 116th, 436th, 437th, 438th, 442d, and 445th Mil Alft Wgs; 316th,
317th, 434th, and 440th Tac Alft Wgs; 116th, 118th, 137th, 146th, 164th, 165th,
170th, 172d, 901st, 904th, 911th, 915th, 916th, 917th, 918th, 921st, 937th, 940th,
942d, and 945th Mil Alft Gps; and 910th, 922d, and 926th Tac Alft Gps.
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Airlifted: 5,913 tons of vehicles, telephone repair equipment, clothing, medical
supplies, food, electric generators, power saws, drinking water, bedding, and
Sheetrock; and 3,909 passengers, including 673 hospital patients.

Aircraft Employed: C—141 (16), C—124 (46+), C-118 (5), C-133 (4), C-121 (1),
C-119 (4), C-130 (7), C-123 (1), and C47 (1).

Operations: Hurricane Camille, the strongest storm ever to hit the United States,
struck the Mississippi coast on the night of August 17. Packing wind gusts as high
as 200 mph and causing a 30-foot tide and torrential rain, the storm devastated the
coastal towns of Waveland, Bay St. Louis, Pass Christian, Long Beach, Gulfport,
and Biloxi. Hurricane Camille left over 200 people dead and destroyed or dam-
aged $1 billion in property. Ocean-going freighters ran ashore at Gulfport, and
Coastal Highway 90 was cut in many places. The 100 miles of coast between New
Orleans, Louisiana, and Mobile, Alabama, were littered with uprooted trees and
the ruins of buildings. Governor John Bell Williams immediately appealed for
federal relief, and, on August 18, President Richard M. Nixon declared 26
Mississippi counties disaster areas.

Directors of the Gulfport and Biloxi Veterans Administration hospitals asked
the surgeon general in Washington, D.C., to help move patients from damaged
and powerless facilities. On August 19 and 20, the 375th Aeromed Alft Wg from
Scott AFB, Illinois, flew 673 patients from Gulfport and Biloxi to veterans’ hos-
pitals in Alabama, Georgia, the Carolinas, and Florida aboard five C—118s. Two
C—141s from the 437th Mil Alft Wg at Charleston AFB, South Carolina, airlifted
a forklift, 40 pallets of emergency relief supplies, 19.6 tons of trucks and trailers,
and 24 personnel from Dobbins AFB, Georgia, to the Gulfport area on August 21.

Between August 20 and 23, eight C-141s of the 438th Mil Alft Wg at
McGuire moved 87 tons of cargo and 10 passengers to Gulfport from bases in
Kentucky, North Carolina, and South Carolina. Five AF Res C—124s of the 901st,
904th, and 916th Mil Alft Gps airlifted 22 telephone line repair trucks from New
Jersey to Gulfport and Biloxi on August 23 to restore communications in the dis-
aster area.

That same day, the New Jersey National Guard’s 170th Mil Alft Gp sent a
C—-121 loaded with 10 tons of clothing and medical supplies to Jackson for deliv-
ery to storm victims farther south. The 940th Mil Alft Gp at McClellan AFB,
California, sent three C—124s laden with emergency generators and Sheetrock.
Three C—124s and four C—119s of the 921st Mil Alft Gp and the 922d Tac Alft
Gp at Kelly AFB, Texas, transported 16.6 tons of emergency cargo in 21 sorties
to southern Mississippi. Between August 19 and 27, the 918th Mil Alft Gp at
Dobbins AFB airlifted 162.5 tons of relief supplies to Gulfport on 12 C-124 mis-
sions using 61.9 flying hours.

Other Air Force organizations that carried relief supplies and equipment to
Gulfport and Biloxi included the 116th and the 445th Mil Alft Wgs from Dobbins
AFB; the 442d Mil Alft Wg from Richards-Gebaur AFB, Missouri; the 434th Tac
Alft Wg from Bakalar AFB, Indiana; the 440th Tac Alft Wg from General
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Mitchell Field, Wisconsin; the 316th Tac Alft Wg from Langley AFB, Virginia;
and the 317th Tac Alft Wg from Lockbourne AFB, Ohio. Also included were the
911th, 915th, 942d, and 945th Mil Alft Gps from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania;
Homestead AFB, Florida; March AFB, California; and Hill AFB, Utah, respec-
tively.

A host of ANG military airlift groups also participated in the Hurricane
Camille relief airlift: the 116th from Atlanta; the 118th from Nashville; the 137th
from Oklahoma City; the 146th from Van Nuys, California; and the 172d from
Jackson, Mississippi. Most of these units flew C—124 Cargomasters in response
to requests of the Third Air Force Reserve Region, headquartered at Dobbins
AFB.

By mid-September, at least 85 Air Force cargo aircraft had participated in
Hurricane Camille emergency relief missions, delivering more than 5,900 tons of
vehicles, electric generators, clothing, medicine, food, power saws, and other
relief supplies to southern Mississippi from at least 15 Air Force bases across the
United States. The USAF also airlifted 3,909 passengers, including hospital
patients and relief workers.

45.
Name: Lubbock Tornado.
Location: Texas.
Date(s): May 11-15, 1970.
Emergency: A tornado stuck the Lubbock, Texas, area.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 137th Mil Alft Gp, 914th and 933d Tac Alft
Gps, 188th Tactical Reconnaissance Group, and Twenty-second Air Force C—141
unit.
Airlifted: At least 60 tons of radar vans, electronic equipment, electrical genera-
tors, and shoes; and 39 Air Force communications specialists.
Aircraft Employed: C-124 (two), C-119 (two), RF-84 (two), and C—141 (one).
Operations: At 9:30 p.m. on May 11, a tornado dipped out of the northwestern
Texas sky and cut a six-mile path across the city of Lubbock, leaving 20 people
dead and 500 injured within 10 minutes. The mile-wide storm packed 200 mph
winds that blew a freight train off its track and peeled marble from downtown
office buildings. The storm was accompanied by golf ball-sized hail.

The next morning, in response to appeals for military assistance, the Central
Air Force Reserve Region headquarters at Ellington AFB near Houston activated
a disaster command post at Reese AFB, about six miles west of Lubbock, to coor-
dinate AF Res relief operations. The 137th Mil Alft Gp from Oklahoma City flew
two C—124 Globemasters laden with 60 tons of electronic equipment, radar vans,
and 39 Air Force communications specialists from Tinker AFB, Oklahoma, to
restore communications facilities knocked out by the twister.

A C-119 Flying Boxcar from the 914th Tac Alft Gp of Niagara Falls airlift-
ed six generators to Reese AFB, while another C—119 from the 933d Tac Alft Gp
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at General Billy Mitchell Field, Wisconsin, delivered 3,000 pairs of shoes for
homeless storm victims. A Twenty-second Air Force C—141 also airlifted relief
supplies to the disaster area.

On May 12, in response to a Red Cross request relayed through the Pentagon
in Washington, D.C., the 188th Tactical Reconnaissance Group at Fort Smith,
Arkansas, flew two RF—84s to photograph the devastated parts of Lubbock for
damage assessment and disaster response. The Red Cross estimated that the
twister destroyed 430 homes and damaged 1,200; total losses exceeded $100 mil-
lion. On May 13, President Nixon declared the Lubbock region of the Texas pan-
handle a major disaster area, releasing more federal funds for the emergency. In a
few days, municipal services and power were restored and citizens began rebuild-
ing their devastated city.

46.

Name: Hurricane Celia.

Location: Texas.

Date(s): August 4-20, 1970.

Emergency: A hurricane hit the southern coast of Texas near Corpus Christi.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 442d and 512th Mil Alft Wgs, 446th Tac
Alft Wg, 921st Mil Alft Gp, 914th and 922d Tac Alft Gps, and 136th Air
Refueling Wing.

Airlifted: 241 tons of vehicles, generators, communications and construction
equipment, refrigerators, medical supplies, and food; and 658 passengers.
Aircraft Employed: C—124 (nine), C-130 (six), C-119 (five), and KC-97 (one).
Operations: Hurricane Celia crossed the Gulf of Mexico from Cuba on Monday
afternoon, August 3, smashing into downtown Corpus Christi on the south Texas
coast. The combination of 160 mph winds, high water, and torrential rain
destroyed or damaged 22,800 houses in an area with more than 350,000 residents.
Other Texas towns—including Aransas Pass, Rockport, Sinton, Robstown, Taft,
and Mathis—suffered severe damage.

The hurricane killed 11 people, injured 1,000, and damaged or destroyed
about $750 million in property. Cutting a 250-mile swath through 13 counties
from the Gulf of Mexico to Del Rio, Hurricane Celia prompted local authorities
to appeal for state and federal assistance. The Fourth Army headquarters at San
Antonio directed overall disaster relief. It requested that the Central Air Force
Reserve Region, headquartered at Ellington AFB near Houston, organize and
coordinate a relief airlift.

Region Commander Brig. Gen. John W. Hoff contacted AF Res units from
Texas, Missouri, Louisiana, and Oklahoma; and by Tuesday, August 4, the
Hurricane Celia relief airlift was in operation. That day, the 512th Mil Alft Wg
from Carswell AFB, Texas, airlifted 73 children from their ruined Corpus Christi
school to Austin aboard two C—124 aircraft. Three other wing C—124s from
Barksdale AFB, Louisiana, and Tinker AFB, Oklahoma, hauled two 2.5-ton
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trucks, an auger, roofing materials, rations, and 53 Navy construction workers
from Gulfport, Mississippi, to Corpus Christi on August 4 and 5.

Meanwhile, the 922d Tac Alft Gp from San Antonio flew three C—119s to air-
lift three 4.5-ton electric generators along the same route. A 921st Mil Alft Gp
C-124 from Kelly AFB, Texas, flew a six-ton line truck and equipment from
Gulfport to Corpus Christi. This same equipment had been used the previous year
to restore communications in the wake of Hurricane Camille. The group used two
more C—124s to fly 150 members of an Army engineering battalion from
Albuquerque to the Texas Gulf coast.

On Wednesday, August 5, the 442d Mil Alft Wg from Richards-Gebaur AFB,
Missouri, airlifted an Army truck, a generator, wire, and railroad ties from Fort
Hood, Texas, to Corpus Christi on another C—124. Between August 5 and 20, six
C-130s from the 446th Tac Alft Wg from Ellington AFB, Texas, and the New
Orleans NAS hauled three generators, a computer, refrigerators, compressors, a
portable hospital, and trucks to Corpus Christi from Fort Hood, Texas; Fort Smith,
Arkansas; El Paso, Texas; and Gulfport, Mississippi.

The 136th Air Refueling Wing (ANG) from Dallas used a KC-97 to airlift
five tons of powdered milk from Grand Rapids, Michigan, to the Red Cross at
Corpus Christi on August 7. The airlift ended on August 20 after transporting 658
people and 241 tons of relief supplies and equipment.

47.
Name: Southern Plains Snowstorm.
Location: Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas.
Date(s): February 23—March 2, 1971.
Emergency: A snowstorm dropped up to 30 inches of snow over the southern
Great Plains.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Sheppard Technical Training Center, 313th
Tac Alft Wg, 137th Mil Alft Wg (Oklahoma ANG), 704th Tactical Airlift
Squadron (Tac Alft Sq) (AF Res), and 302d Special Operations Wing (Sp Ops
Wg) (AF Res).
Airlifted: 1.5 tons of food, 562 tons of hay, and 25 passengers.
Aircraft Employed: C—130 (seven), C—119 (three), CH-3 (two), and C-124
(twot).
Operations: On February 21 and 22, an immense snowstorm dropped 30 inches
of snow over southwestern Kansas, western Oklahoma, and northern Texas.
Winds up to 50 mph piled the snow into 15-foot drifts, blocking highways and
stranding thousands of cattle. On February 23, the Kansas Cattlemen’s
Association estimated that 100,000 cattle in five counties faced imminent starva-
tion. Governor Robert Docking of Kansas, in Washington, D.C., for a governors’
conference, asked President Nixon to declare the region a disaster area.

Civil defense officials in Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas sought Air Force help
to airdrop supplies. On February 23, two CH-3 helicopters from Sheppard
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Technical Training Center, Texas, carried 1.5 tons of food—including bread and
milk—in six flights to 300 residents stranded along Interstate 40 between Erick,
Oklahoma, and Amarillo, Texas. The Jolly Green Giant helicopters also carried 25
persons to safety.

Between February 24 and March 2, the 313th Tac Alft Wg, based at Forbes
AFB, Kansas, flew five C—130 Hercules aircraft to drop 350 tons of alfalfa hay to
feed at least 70,000 cattle stranded in deep snow in five southwest Kansas coun-
ties. The planes flew from the municipal airport at Great Bend, Kansas, where
thousands of bales of hay were gathered. Air Force Reserve organizations also
assisted the airlift, including the 302d Sp Ops Wg from Clinton County AFB,
Ohio, which flew three C—119s and dropped 733 bales, and the 704th Tac Alft Sq
from Ellington AFB, Texas, which flew two C—130s and dropped 821 bales. The
planes ejected the hay bales, which weighed an average of 80 pounds each, while
flying less than 100 feet above the snowdrifts.

The 137th Mil Alft Wg of the Oklahoma ANG dropped 150 tons of hay from
C—124 airplanes flying over stranded herds in 16 western Oklahoma counties.
Local cattlemen rode aboard the planes to guide the aircrews. By March 2, the
snow cover had melted enough for cattle to reach traditional sources of feed and
the airlift ended.

48.

Name: Operation Combat VEE.

Location: Texas.

Date(s): July 8—August 8, 1971.

Emergency: A Venezuelan Equine Encephalomyelitis (VEE) epidemic, spread

by mosquitoes and threatening horses, broke out in Texas.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 4500th AB Wg, 24th and 319th Special

Operations Squadrons (Sp Ops Sgs), and 548th Special Operations Training

Squadron.

Airlifted: 63,391 gallons of insecticide.

Aircraft Employed: C—123 (nine) and C—47 (nine).

Operations: Venezuelan Equine Encephalomyelitis, a nerve disease sometimes

fatal to horses but also dangerous to humans, reached epidemic proportions in

Colombia, South America, in December 1967. Carried by mosquitoes, it spread

through Central America and Mexico during the next three years. By July 3, 1971,

the disease had reached Brownsville, Texas, prompting the Department of Agricul-

ture to request Air Force assistance with aerial spraying of insecticide on July 6.
The 4500th AB Wg from Langley AFB, Virginia, deployed two C—123 spray

aircraft to Brownsville on July 8. Between July 9 and 12, the planes sprayed

120,000 acres with 2,400 gallons of insecticide. Despite these efforts, the disease

spread, persuading the Department of Agriculture to ask the USAF for a larger

operation. More C—123s, this time from the 319th Sp Ops Sq at Hurlburt Field at

Eglin AFB, Florida, arrived in Brownsville on July 12.
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On July 17, Col. Edward F. Borsare of the Tactical Air Command’s 1st Sp
Ops Wg took command of a Combat VEE task force. By July 20, he had gathered
the spray aircraft from Brownsville at his headquarters at Ellington AFB near
Houston. That same day, the 548th Special Operations Training Squadron
deployed nine C—47s to Ellington to participate in the operation. The 24th Sp Ops
Sq at Howard AFB in the Panama Canal Zone sent a C—123 on August 3, becom-
ing the fourth organization involved in the spraying missions.

Between July 8 and August 8, the Combat VEE task force flew 258 sorties in
597 flying hours, spraying over 3.5 million acres from Brownsville to Louisiana
with more than 63,000 gallons of insecticide. Eighteen C—123 and C—47 aircraft
flew during the operation, primarily in the early morning hours because effective
spraying required moderate temperatures. By August 8, the combination of Air
Force and civilian aerial spraying had halted the epidemic.

49.

Name: Arizona Forest Fire.

Location: Arizona.

Date(s): May 15-21, 1972.

Emergency: A forest fire raged over 28,000 acres of Arizona’s Prescott National
Forest, threatening many acres of timber and nearby communities.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 146th Tac Alft Wg, 940th Tac Alft Gp, and
138th and 151st Mil Alft Gps.

Airlifted: 24 U.S. Forest Service fire engines.

Aircraft Employed: C—124 (seven+) and C—130 (number unknown).
Operations: A forest fire sparked by an unattended campfire swept through the
Prescott National Forest near Goodwin, Arizona, in mid-May. Fanned by winds in
excess of 30 mph, the conflagration spread until it destroyed more than 28,000
acres of woodlands, including $30 million in timber. Time was crucial. U.S. Forest
Service and Department of Agriculture officials, having committed all available
fire-fighting resources in Arizona, asked the Western Air Force Reserve Region,
headquartered at Hamilton AFB, California, to coordinate an airlift of fire engines
from California and Oregon to Luke AFB, Arizona, about 70 miles south of the
fire.

Between May 15 and 21, AF Res and ANG organizations flew 24 fire
engines to Luke AFB near Phoenix. The 940th Tac Alft Gp (AF Res) from
Hamilton AFB flew 10 fire trucks aboard five C—124 Globemaster airplanes from
McClellan AFB, California, to Luke. C—130s of the 146th Tac Alft Wg (ANG) at
Van Nuys, California, airlifted 10 more fire engines from Beale AFB, California,
and Klamath Falls, Oregon, to Luke. Two other ANG organizations, the 138th Mil
Alft Gp of Tulsa, Oklahoma, and the 151st Mil Alft Gp of Salt Lake City, Utah,
also carried pumper trucks from California to Luke. Like the 940th Tac Alft Gp,
they used C—124 aircraft. The fire was under control by May 21 and was com-
pletely extinguished by May 24.
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50.

Name: South Dakota Flash Flood.

Location: South Dakota.

Date(s): June 10-18, 1972.

Emergency: Up to 14 inches of rain fell on the Black Hills of South Dakota,
flooding Rapid City and neighboring communities.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 28th Bombardment Wing, 133d and 442d
Tac Alft Wgs, and 945th Mil Alft Gp.

Airlifted: 55 tons of mobile canteens, pipe, pumping equipment, food, and cloth-
ing; and 251 passengers.

Aircraft Employed: UH-1 (12), C-130 (5), and C-124 (2).

Operations: Up to 14 inches of rain fell over the Black Hills of South Dakota
between dusk on June 9 and dawn on June 10. In some places, six inches of rain
fell in just two hours. Rapid City, with 43,000 people, was nestled on the banks
of Rapid Creek, which flowed out of the hills across the Great Plains. In a few
hours, the creek became a raging river that burst Canyon Lake Dam and scoured
the center of Rapid City. Neighboring communities such as Keystone, Black
Hawk, and Box Elder were inundated, leaving 5,000 people homeless. The flash
flood destroyed 1,200 homes and severely damaged 2,500 more. High water
destroyed 5,000 vehicles and caused $31 million in structural damage.

Before midnight on June 9, Governor Richard Kneip appealed for help from
Ellsworth AFB, a SAC base located on high ground near Rapid City. On June 10,
Col. Henry B. McDaniel, Jr., set up an emergency command post at Ellsworth.
Between June 10 and 18, 12 UH-1 helicopters belonging to the 28th Bombard-
ment Wing flew 55 sorties in 80 flying hours over the flood-ravaged area, rescuing
14 persons and airlifting 251, and delivering almost four tons of food, clothing, and
medical supplies. President Nixon declared Pennington, Meade, Lawrence, and
Custer Counties disaster areas and authorized more federal aid on June 11.

The next day, a 442d Tac Alft Wg C—130 hauled 60 24-foot sections of eight-
inch pipe, each weighing 220 pounds, from Richards-Gebaur AFB, Missouri, to
Ellsworth AFB. The 133d Tac Alft Wg of the Minnesota ANG hauled six pumps
weighing 19.5 tons along the same route aboard three C—130s. The pumps and
pipe were used to reduce the water level in a lake behind another dam in the Black
Hills area to keep it from bursting and causing further flooding.

On June 13, the 442d Tac Alft Wg used another C—130 to carry a mobile can-
teen and food from Scott AFB, Illinois, to Ellsworth AFB. Two 945th Mil Alft Gp
C—124s flew four more mobile canteens from Chicago’s O’Hare International
Airport to Ellsworth AFB on Wednesday, June 14. Army, Air Force, and civilian
aircraft hauled tons of food, clothing, and other emergency supplies to Ellsworth
during June. The base dispatched more than 100 vehicles to transport them to
flood victims in the Rapid City area.

As many as 1,500 Ellsworth AFB personnel supported local, state, and fed-
eral relief authorities. The base donated two tons of chicken, 8,000 hamburger
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patties, over half a ton of potatoes, and 100,000 units of typhoid and tetanus vac-
cine. Ellsworth AFB also provided temporary housing for 200 refugees and laun-
dry services for flood victims and relief workers. Governor Richard Kneip, pres-
idential candidate Senator George McGovern, and First Lady Pat Nixon flew to
Ellsworth to inspect area flood damage and recovery efforts.

A week after the flash flood, waters receded to normal levels and airlift oper-
ations terminated. Property losses totaled $55 million. Included among the 238
dead were seven Air Force personnel and seven dependents.

51

Name: Arizona Flash Flood.

Location: Arizona.

Date(s): June 22-23, 1972.

Emergency: Four inches of rain in one week produced flooding in the south cen-
tral Arizona desert.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Detachments 15 and 16, 42d Aerosp RR
Sq; and 302d Aerosp RR Sq.

Airlifted: 68 flood refugees.

Aircraft Employed: HH-43 (five).

Operations: Four inches of rain fell over central Arizona within one week during
the middle of June, causing flash flooding 10 miles north of Scottsdale, just east
of Phoenix. Dry desert washes became raging rivers. On June 22, the Arizona
Department of Public Safety asked the 42d Aerosp RR Sq at Hamilton AFB,
California, for helicopter support to rescue flood victims.

The squadron alerted Detachment 15 at Luke AFB, Arizona, and Detachment
16 at Williams AFB, Arizona. Both bases were in the flood vicinity, Luke to the
southwest and Williams to the southeast of Phoenix. Each detachment dispatched
one HH—43 Pedro helicopter for emergency rescue flights. The 302d Aerosp RR
Sq, a reserve unit at Williams AFB, also responded to the emergency with three
HH-43s.

During two days of rescue operations, the three units used five helicopters to
rescue 68 flood victims. Most passengers boarded aircraft where they landed at
isolated spots of high ground, but some were hoisted aboard helicopters from the
isolated spots of high water. The 42d Aerosp RR Sq was responsible for 49 saved
lives among the 68 airlifted. The emergency helicopter flights ended on June 23,
but Luke AFB also sent ground vehicles and personnel to the disaster area at the
request of local officials. Meanwhile, most of the nation’s attention was focused
on two other floods during the same month: the Rapid City, South Dakota, flood
and floods in the east from Tropical Storm Agnes.
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52.

Name: Tropical Storm Agnes.

Location: Virginia, Pennsylvania, and New York.

Date(s): June 24—August 10, 1972.

Emergency: After hitting the Florida panhandle as a minimal hurricane, Tropical
Storm Agnes moved north, dropping more than 12 inches of rain in four states.
Floods engulfed many cities.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 313th, 316th, 317th, 403d, 459th, and 463d
Tac Alft Wgs; 109th, 118th, 145th, 900th, 913th, 914th, 921st, and 927th Tac Alft
Gps; 945th Mil Alft Gp; 106th Air Refueling Group; 111th Tactical Air Support
Group; 122d Tac Ftr Gp; and 171st and 909th Aeromedical Airlift Groups.
Airlifted: At least 164 tons of cargo, including water purification equipment,
water pumps, water tanks, drinking water, vehicles, food, medical supplies, heli-
copter fuel, sandbags, clothing, cots, blankets, and generators; and at least 370
passengers, including medical support personnel.

Aircraft Employed: C-130 (72), C-124 (1), C-54 (1), C-121 (number
unknown), and O—2 (number unknown).

Operations: When a minimal hurricane named Agnes came ashore in Florida
between Apalachicola and Panama City on Monday, June 19, no one guessed it
would become the costliest U.S. storm on record. Winds soon diminished below
hurricane strength, but the tropical storm moved slowly northward, dropping over
six inches of rain in every state along its course from Florida to New York. In
Virginia, Maryland, Pennsylvania, and New York, the storm produced 12 to 18
inches of rain between June 21 and 23.

Flooded rivers included the James, Potomac, Susquehanna, Allegheny,
Monongahela, Schuylkill, Genesee, and Ohio. Inundated cities included
Richmond, Virginia; Harrisburg and Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania; and Elmira and
Corning, New York. On June 23, President Nixon declared Florida, Virginia,
Maryland, Pennsylvania, and New York disaster areas.

The Office of Emergency Preparedness asked TAC at Langley AFB, Virginia,
for airlift assistance, and the first of 72 C—130 aircraft flew equipment and sup-
plies to flood victims on June 24. Air Force bases sending or handling emergency
airlift planes between June 24 and August 10 included Langley in Virginia, Pope
in North Carolina, Dyess and Kelly in Texas, Forbes in Kansas, Andrews in
Maryland, Wright-Patterson in Ohio, and Hill in Utah.

Tactical Air Command, Air Force Reserve, and Air National Guard units used
C-130, C-124, C-54, C-121, and O-2 aircraft to haul 164 tons of cargo—includ-
ing water purification equipment, food, medicine, helicopter fuel, sandbags,
clothing, cots, blankets, generators, and vehicles—to cities in Virginia,
Pennsylvania, and New York. The emergency equipment and supplies came from
Indiana, Kentucky, Georgia, Mississippi, Tennessee, Massachusetts, Ohio, and the
District of Columbia.

The C-130 airplanes also moved relief cargo among the flooded states. At
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least 370 passengers, including medical and communications experts, rode on the
cargo planes. Air Force reconnaissance aircraft contributed to relief efforts by
photographing inundated areas and surveying damage. Tropical Storm Agnes
killed 118 people and caused more than $3 billion in property damage and
destruction.

53.

Name: Everglades Airliner Crash.

Location: Florida.

Date(s): December 30, 1972.

Emergency: Eastern Airlines Flight 401, a jumbo jet airliner with 176 persons
aboard, crashed in the Everglades swamp.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Detachment 1, 44th Aerosp RR Sq; and
301st Aerosp RR Sq.

Airlifted: 22 victims evacuated from the crash site and nine medical personnel
airlifted to the crash site.

Aircraft Employed: UH-1 (four) and HH-34 (two).

Operations: Eighteen minutes before midnight on Friday, December 29, an
Eastern Airlines Lockheed 1011 TriStar jumbo jet on a flight from New York with
176 persons aboard crashed in the Everglades while attempting to land at Miami
International Airport. The 200 mph impact tore off the aircraft’s left wing and
killed 99 passengers and crew. Local officials immediately appealed for help from
Homestead AFB, a few miles south of the disaster scene.

Early Saturday morning, December 30, Detachment 1 of Homestead’s 44th
Aerosp RR Sq flew four UH-1N Huey helicopters on 14 sorties to lift 22 injured
passengers to Miami hospitals. In the predawn darkness, an AC-130 gunship
from the 415th Special Operations Training Squadron at Hurlburt Field at Eglin
AFB, Florida, circled over the crash site with a powerful searchlight to help emer-
gency rescue personnel locate the victims. At the same time, the 301st Aerosp RR
Sq (AF Res) from Homestead used two HH—34 helicopters to airlift seven para-
medics and two flight surgeons from the base hospital to the crash site in five sor-
ties.

By shuttling medical personnel from Homestead to the disaster scene and
carrying victims from the crash vicinity to Miami area hospitals, the six Air Force
helicopters helped 77 survivors receive prompt medical attention. Coast Guard
and Army helicopter crews also responded to the emergency with missions simi-
lar to those of the Air Force. At least 24 Homestead AFB doctors, nurses, and
medical technicians went to Miami hospitals to help treat victims of Eastern
Airlines Flight 401. The rapid military response minimized the loss of life in this
major air disaster.
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54.

Name: Operation Snowfall.

Location: South Carolina.

Date(s): February 10-15, 1973.

Emergency: The worst snowstorm in South Carolina history dumped up to 26
inches of snow, stranding motorists and isolating people living in rural areas.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 703d Tactical Air Support Squadron;
Detachment 9, 44th Aerosp RR Sq; 1st Helicopter Squadron; and 1st Sp Ops Wg.
Airlifted: 10 tons of food, blankets, and medicine; snow removal equipment; and
more than 1,000 passengers.

Aircraft Employed: CH-3 (seven), C—130 (five), and HH-43 (two).
Operations: An unusually severe snowstorm struck the southeastern United
States on February 9 and 10. The blizzard dropped up to 26 inches of snow on
Sumter and Clarendon Counties near Shaw AFB in South Carolina, an area that
rarely received snow. The base itself received 17 inches.

Early on Saturday, February 10, Deputy Sheriff William L. Poulos of the
Sumter County Sheriff’s Department called Col. Paul P. Hoza, acting Shaw AFB
commander, to request emergency four-wheel drive vehicles and operators. Later
that day, the Clarendon County Civil Defense Office asked for helicopters to air-
lift motorists stranded on highways, including Interstate 95 and U.S. Highways
76, 378, 521, and 15.

Maj. Gen. Roger K. Rhodarmer, the commander of the Ninth Air Force,
which was headquartered at Shaw AFB, approved the use of the 703d Tactical Air
Support Squadron’s CH-3 Jolly Green Giant helicopters for the rescue missions.
A CH-3 from the 1st Helicopter Squadron at Andrews AFB in Maryland strand-
ed by the storm at Shaw was also pressed into service. Squadron personnel res-
cued 27 people and delivered antibiotics to a nursing home. Seven CH—3s were
used to rescue people shivering in snowbound automobiles and trucks.
Detachment 9 of the 44th Aerosp RR Sq used a pair of HH-43 helicopters for
similar missions.

Two days later, on February 12, Governor John C. West declared a state of
emergency and closed some highways to all but emergency vehicles, such as
those from Shaw AFB. On February 12 and 13, the CH-3 and HH—43 helicopters
airlifted blankets and 2,400 food packets to emergency shelters, some at motels
along the highways.

Between February 10 and 15, Air Force helicopters flew 30 missions, con-
ducted 304 landings, and consumed 80 flying hours. They airlifted more than
1,000 passengers—mostly stranded motorists—and transported more than 10.5
tons of food, clothing, and medicine. Five 1st Sp Ops Wg C—130 Hercules aircraft
flew snow removal equipment and operators from Hurlburt Field at Eglin AFB in
Florida to Shaw AFB on February 13. The next day, the base resumed normal fly-
ing operations. On Thursday, February 15, Shaw AFB rescue and relief activities
concluded as snow was cleared from the major highways.
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55.

Name: Mississippi River Valley Flood.

Location: Missouri, Arkansas, and Mississippi.

Date(s): April 2-May 18, 1973.

Emergency: Heavy spring rains over the Mississippi River Valley region caused
the river to rise, flooding communities along its banks.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 316th Tac Alft Wg, 927th Tac Alft Gp, and
62d Tac Alft Sq.

Airlifted: 17 water pumps, 10 tons of pipe, and 18 tons of sandbags.

Aircraft Employed: C-130 (four).

Operations: A series of storms and frontal systems dropped unusually heavy rains
over the Mississippi River Valley region during the late winter and early spring of
1973. By the end of March, the Mississippi River and its tributaries had flooded
6.35 million acres south of St. Louis. The Yazoo River in northwestern Mississippi,
unable to drain into the swollen Mississippi River, flooded the Yazoo basin, and the
Tallahatchie River inundated the area around Greenwood, Mississippi.

The flooding led the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at Vicksburg,
Mississippi, to request an airlift of water pumps. On April 2, the 62d Tac Alft Sq
flew a C-130 from its home base at Little Rock AFB, Arkansas, to Portland,
Oregon, where it picked up five pumps, each 25 feet long and weighing about a
ton. The C—130 proceeded to Vicksburg, where the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
prepared the pumps for use in the Greenwood area.

The Mississippi River continued to rise through April. Consequently,
President Nixon called up U.S. Coast Guard Reserves to aid flood workers sand-
bagging levees. Before the end of the month, Nixon declared parts of Illinois,
Missouri, Arkansas, Mississippi, and Louisiana major disaster areas. Sandbags
were needed at the confluence of the Des Peres and Mississippi Rivers near St.
Louis, where waters were expected to crest 13 feet above flood stage. On April
24, the 38th Tac Alft Sq of the 316th Tac Alft Wg at Langley AFB, Virginia, flew
a C-130 to Pope AFB, North Carolina, where it picked up more than 200,000
empty sandbags weighing 18 tons. The next day, the C—130 carried its burlap
cargo to St. Louis, where it was unloaded by members of the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, the Missouri National Guard, and the ANG.

By the end of April, floodwaters had covered 10 million acres between
Hannibal, Missouri, and the Gulf of Mexico, and 35,000 persons had evacuated
their homes. On May 6, the 316th Tac Alft Wg at Langley AFB used another
C-130 to airlift plastic pipe from LaCrosse Municipal Airport, Wisconsin, to
Blytheville AFB, Arkansas, for flood relief. On May 17 and 18, the 927th Tac Alft
Gp at Selfridge ANG Base, Michigan, hauled 12 water pumps and 24 sections of
pipe weighing 10 tons on another C—130 from Glendive, Montana, to Greenville,
Mississippi.

The airlift helped local municipalities in flood control efforts. As the flood-
waters subsided, the Mississippi River Commission estimated that 12 million
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acres had flooded in seven states, leaving behind $360 million in property dam-
age.

56.

Name: Northwest Forest Fires.

Location: Oregon, Idaho, Montana, and California.

Date(s): August 16-26, 1973.

Emergency: A hot, dry summer turned northwestern forests tinder dry. Fires in
five states consumed 195,000 acres of timber and brush.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 314th, 316th, 317th, and 463d Tac Alft
Wes; and 442d Tac Alft Gp.

Airlifted: 370 tons of fire-retardant chemicals and 300 firefighters.

Aircraft Employed: C-130 (five).

Operations: In August, 52 major forest fires, nourished by the worst drought in
20 years and sparked by lightning, arson, or carelessness, consumed 195,000
acres in Washington, Oregon, California, Idaho, and Montana. A federal intera-
gency fire control center known as the Boise Interagency Fire Center (BIFC)—
established in 1969 at Boise, Idaho, to coordinate efforts in such emergencies—
marshaled 10,000 firefighters, 23 airplanes, and 54 helicopters, many from the
U.S. Forest Service. The center also tapped five organizations of TAC.

Between August 16 and 18, the 314th Tac Alft Wg at Little Rock AFB,
Arkansas; the 316th Tac Alft Wg at Langley AFB, Virginia; the 317th Tac Alft Wg
at Pope AFB, North Carolina; and the 442d Tac Alft Gp at Richards-Gebaur AFB,
Missouri, each provided a C—130 Hercules cargo plane to airlift 300 firemen from
Arkansas, Tennessee, Mississippi, and Georgia to Boise and Portland.

During the same month, the 463d Tac Alft Wg at Dyess AFB, Texas, used
another C-130 equipped with the Modular Airborne Fire-Fighting System
(MAFFS) to drop a fire-retardant chemical on fires in Montana and California.
The Tactical Air Warfare Center at Eglin AFB, Florida, had developed the
MAFFS after a disastrous series of fires in southern California in 1970. A C-130
could be fully loaded in 20 minutes with 3,000 gallons of fire-retardant chemical,
which doubled as reforestation fertilizer. Once loaded, the aircraft could dispense
the liquid in eight seconds while flying at about 140 knots at low altitudes of only
100 to 150 feet.

The C—130 made 20 drops around the fires, each releasing up to 18.5 tons.
The specially equipped aircraft dispensed the liquid from the air using pressure
hoses. By August 26, all major fires in the Pacific Northwest were under control.

57.

Name: Idaho Flood.

Location: Idaho.

Date(s): January 1619, 1974.

Emergency: Rain and melted snow combined to flood the Coeur d’Alene River
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and the Pine Creek valleys in northern Idaho.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 48th Aerosp RR Sq.

Airlifted: An electric generator, medical supplies, and 93 passengers.

Aircraft Employed: UH-1 (three).

Operations: During January, the mountains of the northwestern United States,
which had accumulated heavy early winter snow, experienced two weeks of rela-
tively warm weather accompanied by heavy rain. The combination of rain and
melted snow drove rivers and creeks over their banks in northern Idaho. Floods
from the Coeur d’Alene River and Pine Creek struck the vicinity of Pinehurst,
Idaho, a community of about 2,000 some 40 miles east of Spokane.

High water washed out bridges, including a section of Interstate 90, closing
off access to food supplies. The floods interrupted electrical power, leaving hun-
dreds of people without heat or communications. On January 16, Governor Cecil
Andrus declared the Coeur d’Alene wilderness region around Pinehurst a disas-
ter area and appealed for federal assistance. That same day, the 48th Aerosp RR
Sq, based at Fairchild AFB, Washington, began four days of rescue and relief
operations in the Pinehurst area.

After setting up a command post at a local bank, the unit marshaled three
UH-1 Huey helicopters to evacuate flood victims. In two days, the squadron air-
lifted 93 refugees, some hoisted from the roofs of their inundated homes. Civilian
observers helped helicopter crews locate isolated victims. The airlift saved the
lives of two women with heart disease and delivered an emergency electrical gen-
erator to restore communications and miscellaneous medical supplies. By the end
of January, dry winter weather had returned, allowing the swollen streams to sub-
side and residents to return home.

S8.
Name: Southwestern Forest Fires.
Location: New Mexico and California.
Date(s): June 30-July 4 and August 30, 1974.
Emergency: Forest fires consumed 10,000 acres of the Lincoln National Forest
in the Guadalupe Mountains of New Mexico and 17,500 acres of the San
Bernardino National Forest in the San Jacinto Mountains of southern California.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 904th Tac Alft Gp.
Airlifted: 144 tons of fire-retardant chemical.
Aircraft Employed: C-130 (two).
Operations: A forest fire spread across 10,000 acres in the Lincoln National
Forest in the Guadalupe Mountains of southeastern New Mexico at the end of
June and the beginning of July. The U.S. Forest Service’s BIFC had just trained
the 904th Tac Alft Gp at Hamilton AFB, California, to use the MAFFS. The cen-
ter now enlisted the group’s assistance to extinguish the New Mexico fire.

On June 30, one of the group’s C—130s deployed to the Alamogordo munic-
ipal airport. Over the next three days, the C—130 crew flew five sorties, dropping
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15,000 gallons of fire-retardant chemical called slurry in the path of the fire while
flying at 100 to 150 feet. A Forest Service T-34 airplane guided the Hercules to
the drop zones. After five days, in which the 904th Tac Alft Gp flew fifteen mis-
sions, dropping 90 tons of fire retardant and reforestation fertilizer, firefighters
extinguished the fire on July 4.

The U.S. Forest Service tapped the 904th Tac Alft Gp again after a fire erupt-
ed on Tuesday, August 27, on the Sobota Indian Reservation near Palm Springs in
southern California. The blaze quickly spread over the San Jacinto Mountains,
which contained a portion of the San Bernardino National Forest. By August 30,
it had consumed almost 17,500 acres of timber and brush, becoming California’s
worst forest fire of the year.

The 904th Tac Alft Gp deployed a C-130 equipped with the MAFFS from
Hamilton AFB to the Ontario airport northwest of Palm Springs. It flew four aer-
ial spray sorties on August 30, dispensing 54 tons of fire retardant in the path of
the mountain fire. Workers on the ground and in the air contained the conflagra-
tion by the end of the day, limiting the losses to 10 million board feet of lumber
and $7.5 million in watershed and timber damage.

59.

Name: Los Angeles Area Forest Fires.

Location: California.

Date(s): August 815, 1975.

Emergency: Forest fires swept through 10,000 acres in the San Bernardino and
Angeles National Forests of California.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 146th Tac Alft Wg and 153d, 904th, and
940th Tac Alft Gps.

Airlifted: 1,400 tons of fire-retardant chemical.

Aircraft Employed: C-130 (five).

Operations: Children playing with matches accidently ignited a forest fire in the
Lake Hemet area of the San Bernardino National Forest northeast of Los Angeles
on Friday, August 8. A dry summer had left area trees and brush vulnerable, and
the fire soon spread over 4,500 acres.

The U.S. Forest Service called the California National Guard’s 146th Tac Alft
Wg at Van Nuys on August 8 for assistance to combat the fire. Wing personnel
immediately loaded two C—130s with special fire-fighting equipment. On August
9, the two planes began spraying fire-retardant chemical around the fire, helping
to bring the Lake Hemet blaze under control by nightfall.

A second fire on August 9 in the adjacent Angeles National Forest near
Palmdale persuaded the Forest Service to request further Air Force help. During
the weekend of August 9 and 10, the 153d Tac Alft Gp at Cheyenne, Wyoming;
the 904th Tac Alft Gp at Hamilton AFB, California; and the 940th Tac Alft Gp at
McClellan AFB, California, each sent a C—130 for aerial spraying over unburned
trees around the fire in the disaster area. Jim Ruppelt, Forest Service liaison, coor-
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dinated C-130 aircraft drops staging from Ontario International Airport,
California. Two new fires broke out in the nearby San Bernardino mountains on
Monday, August 11.

The C—-130s carried the MAFFS, and between August 8 and 15, the five
ANG and AF Res aircraft dispensed 1,400 tons of the chemical in 104 sorties.
Hundreds of firefighters extinguished the last of the Los Angeles fires on August
15. Southern California lost an estimated $5 million in timber resources as the
four fires consumed 8,000 acres of timber and brush. Forest Service officials esti-
mated it would take 10 years for reforestation.

60.

Name: Angeles National Forest Fire.

Location: California.

Date(s): September 23-27, 1975.

Emergency: A forest and brush fire spread through the Angeles National Forest,
north of the Los Angeles basin.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 146th Tac Alft Wg.

Airlifted: 368 tons of fire-retardant chemical.

Aircraft Employed: C-130 (two).

Operations: For the second time in two months, forest and brush fires ignited and
spread in the Angeles National Forest north of Los Angeles. Dry, hot, windy
weather contributed to the fire, which broke out during the last week of
September. On September 23, the BIFC requested two C—130 aircraft equipped
with the MAFFS to airdrop fire-retardant chemical around the new fires to keep
them from spreading.

The Western Air Force Reserve Region tapped the 146th Tac Alft Wg at Van
Nuys, California, for the job. This California ANG wing, having helped fight the
August fires, now flew two C—130 Hercules aircraft to Ontario International
Airport, California, which served as a Forest Service staging area. For five days,
from September 23 to 27, the planes flew aerial spraying missions, dropping
3,000 gallons of fire retardant on each flight.

The 146th Tac Alft Wg completed its fire-fighting missions on September 27
after releasing 368.5 tons of fire-retardant chemical in the path of the advancing
fires. The aerial efforts helped Forest Service firefighters contain the fires by the
end of the month.

61.

Name: Southern California Forest Fires.

Location: California.

Date(s): November 24-27, 1975.

Emergency: A massive brush and forest fire burned 60,000 acres in the Angeles
and San Bernardino National Forests.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 146th Tac Alft Wg, 940th Tac Alft Gp, and
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336th Tac Alft Sq.

Airlifted: 144 tons of fire-retardant chemical.

Aircraft Employed: C-130 (five).

Operations: Terrible brush and forest fires erupted in the Angeles and San
Bernardino National Forests north and northeast of Los Angeles in late
November. High winds fanned the flames and spread the blazes. One fire alone
consumed over 70 square miles in the Tujunga Canyon. The U.S. Forest Service’s
BIFC asked the Western Air Force Reserve Region to send C-130 aircraft
equipped with the MAFFS, used successfully in August and September against
similar fires in the same region.

On Monday, November 24, the 452d Tac Alft Wg sent a C—130 from the
336th Tac Alft Sq from Hamilton AFB, California, and two C—130s of the 940th
Tac Alft Gp from McClellan AFB, California, to the Ontario airport east of Los
Angeles for fire-fighting missions. One C—130 airlifted three air compressors
from Hamilton AFB to Ontario to load the planes equipped with the MAFFS. At
the same time, the 146th Tac Alft Wg (ANG) from Van Nuys, California,
deployed two C—130s equipped with the fire-fighting system to Ontario.

Between November 25 and 27, the specially equipped planes flew 20 sorties
in almost 15 flying hours, dropping 144 tons of fire retardant and reforestation
fertilizer around the fires. Guided to the drop zones by Forest Service spotter air-
craft, the camouflaged C—130s were painted with special orange tail markings
enabling Forest Service pilots to distinguish them from background vegetation.
Firefighters controlled the blazes with the aid of late autumn rains. By
Thanksgiving Day, November 27, the 130s had returned to their home bases after
60,000 acres of timber and brush had been consumed.

62.
Name: Washington State Floods.
Location: Washington.
Date(s): December 67, 1975.
Emergency: Melting snow and heavy rain flooded river valleys in the western
part of Washington State.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 41st Mil Alft Sq.
Airlifted: 62 tons of sandbags.
Aircraft Employed: C-141 (two).
Operations: Heavy snow fell over the Cascade and Coast Ranges in western
Washington State at the end of November. Warmer temperatures in early
December melted the snow, filling streams to capacity. Heavy rain during the first
four days of December spilled rivers out of their normal channels, causing exten-
sive flooding in seven counties around Puget Sound and along the coast.

The Seattle District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, estimated flood damage
as high as $21 million and requested Air Force support, through the Western Air
Force Reserve Region, to airlift 300,000 empty sandbags from Allan Thompson
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Airport in Jackson, Mississippi, to Boeing Field in Seattle.

The Military Airlift Command’s Twenty-first Air Force directed the 437th Tac
Alft Wg at Charleston AFB, South Carolina, to accomplish the mission. On
December 6, the wing’s 41st Mil Alft Sq sent two C-141 Starlifters from
Charleston to Jackson, where each was loaded with 31 tons of sandbags. The air-
crews took off for Seattle, but bad weather diverted them to Fairchild AFB,
Washington, that night. The next day, the two C—141s flew to Boeing Field in
Seattle, where ground personnel unloaded the sandbags.

Under the supervision of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the bags were
filled and placed along the swollen rivers around Puget Sound to help control the
flooding. The 41st Mil Alft Sq aircrews flew the Starlifters back to Charleston
AFB late on December 7. The two-day operation consumed almost 26 flying
hours. On December 13, President Gerald R. Ford declared six flooded
Washington State counties major disaster areas.

63.
Name: Bethel Power Failure.
Location: Alaska.
Date(s): December 18-28, 1975.
Emergency: A fire destroyed Bethel’s only power plant, leaving this Alaskan
town with no electricity at the beginning of a season of subfreezing temperatures.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 62d Mil Alft Wg.
Airlifted: 76 tons of electrical generators, cables, heaters, transformers, an equip-
ment shelter, cots, and a truck; and support personnel.
Aircraft Employed: C—141 (three) and C—130 (one).
Operations: On December 2, a fire destroyed the only electrical power plant at
Bethel, Alaska, a town of almost 3,000 on the Kuskokwim River about 400 miles
west of Anchorage. For two weeks the trading center suffered without electricity in
temperatures as low as 45 degrees below zero (Fahrenheit). Mayor Eddie Hoffman
appealed to the Alaska Disaster Office, which requested assistance from the
Federal Disaster Assistance Administration. On December 17, President Ford de-
clared Bethel a federal disaster area and asked the Alaskan Air Command for aid.
On December 18, Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. David C. Jones ordered MAC
to transport generators and support personnel from Holloman AFB, New Mexico,
to Bethel. The task was assigned to the 62d Mil Alft Wg at McChord AFB,
Washington. For the next two days, the wing flew two C—141 Starlifter aircraft
and one C—130 Hercules to airlift two 750-kilowatt solar turbine generators, 21
support personnel from the 4449th Mobility Support Squadron, a truck, cots,
cables, heaters, transformers, and an equipment shelter from Holloman to Bethel.
The planes landed at Bethel with 62 tons of cargo on December 20. By
Christmas Day, local workers realized they needed more generators and request-
ed another airlift. On December 27 and 28, MAC delivered two more generators
weighing 13 tons aboard another C—141. Personnel of the 4449th Mobility
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Support Squadron helped to connect the airlifted generators, along with two more
contributed by the builders of the Alaskan pipeline. By the end of the month, the
citizens of Bethel could face the arctic winter assured of electricity and heat.

64.

Name: Kentucky Coal Mine Disaster.

Location: Kentucky.

Date(s): March 9-12, 1976.

Emergency: Two gas explosions trapped 26 coal miners five miles underground.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 32d and 50th Tac Alft Sgs.

Airlifted: Four tons of equipment, two vehicles, and 40 rescue workers.
Aircraft Employed: C-130 (two).

Operations: On Tuesday, March 9, a methane gas explosion trapped 15 miners
more than five miles underground in the Scotia Coal Company mine near
Partridge, Kentucky. The Mining Enforcement and Safety Administration in
Washington, D.C., asked for Air Force assistance to transport rescue workers and
equipment to the mine. ~ The same day, MAC Control Center at Scott AFB,
[llinois, diverted a 50th Tac Alft Sq C—130 from the 314th Tac Alft Wg from a
training mission over Rhode Island to Pittsburgh International Airport. The plane
loaded 18 rescue workers and two emergency vehicles and airlifted them to Tri-
City Airport in eastern Tennessee, the nearest airfield to the mountainous disaster
site.

Three days later, on March 12, a second explosion trapped 11 more miners
who had volunteered to help the rescue team. Within an hour, MAC diverted
another 314th Tac Alft Wg C-130 from a navigational training mission over the
Gulf of Mexico to pick up 22 more rescue workers and four tons of equipment at
the Pittsburgh airport and airlift them to the Tennessee airport, where ground
vehicles moved the passengers and cargo to the Kentucky mine site. The mission
was completed the same day, but despite the best efforts of the aircrews and 40
rescue personnel, all 26 trapped miners died.

65.

Name: Teton Dam Disaster.

Location: Idaho.

Date(s): June 5-6, 1976.

Emergency: A 310-foot high earthen dam on the Teton River collapsed, flooding
three towns and several farms.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 37th, 41st, and 48th Aerosp RR Sgs.
Airlifted: Unknown numbers of flood victims, disaster workers, medical person-
nel, and law enforcement officials.

Aircraft Employed: UH-1 (four) and HC-130 (one).

Operations: Around noon, June 5, the new Teton Dam—a huge earthen structure
310 feet high and 2,500 feet long on the Teton River in southeastern Idaho—col-

77



Humanitarian Airlift Operations

lapsed. A 15-foot wall of water, carrying four million cubic yards of dirt and rock
from the dam, descended on the towns of Rexburg, Sugar City, and Teton. Seven
communities, with a total population of 30,000, evacuated their homes as the
flood engulfed 35 miles of the Teton and upper Snake River valleys. Millions of
gallons of muddy water swept cars and mobile homes downstream. The disaster
left 11 people dead and destroyed $500 million in property.

Governor Cecil Andrus closed roads north of Idaho Falls and declared a state
of emergency, and Senator Frank Church wired President Ford for federal assis-
tance on June 5. The president declared the region a major disaster area the next
day.

Within hours of the dam’s collapse on June 5, the Air Force responded to
appeals for helicopter support from the Booneville County Sheriff’s Office.
Detachment 10 of the 37th Aerosp RR Sq at Hill AFB, Utah, used two UH-1 heli-
copters to fly 33 search and rescue sorties over the flooded region the same day.

Meanwhile, the 48th Aerosp RR Sq’s Detachment 22 from Mountain Home
AFB, Idaho, also used two UH-1 helicopters to fly 24 sorties in the disaster area.
The four helicopters picked up flood victims stranded on high ground or rooftops
and shuttled relief workers, medical personnel, and law enforcement officials
along the Teton River valley. On June 5, the 41st Aerosp RR Sq at McClellan
AFB, California, sent an HC—130 to fly over the flood area to provide radio com-
munications for rescue workers on the ground and in the helicopters. The aircraft
also searched for victims as it circled the inundated valley.

Fortunately, the water receded rapidly, and communities began drying out as
early as June 6. Mountain Home AFB’s 366th Tactical Fighter Wing (Tac Ftr Wg)
collected relief supplies and trucked them to Ricks College in Rexburg the week
after the flood for evacuees temporarily sheltered there.

66.

Name: Ontario Forest Fire.

Location: Canada.

Date(s): June 9-10, 1976.

Emergency: A 300,000-acre forest fire raged north of Dryden, Canada.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 62d Mil Alft Wg.

Airlifted: 36 tons of fire-fighting equipment, including pumps, hoses, and shov-
els; and four passengers.

Aircraft Employed: C-141 (two).

Operations: A forest fire broke out in northwestern Ontario province, Canada, in
early June. Hot, dry weather coupled with abundant fuel contributed to the rapid
spread of the fire. The Ontario Natural Resources Department estimated that
250,000 acres of timber had burned by June 8, and the Canadian government
appealed to the United States for help. The BIFC asked the Air Force to airlift fire-
fighting equipment and personnel to Dryden, a Canadian city just south of the dis-
aster area.
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On June 9 and 10, the Military Airlift Command’s 62d Mil Alft Wg at
McChord AFB, Washington, sent two C—141 Starlifters to carry the requested
cargo from Forest Service storage sites to the Dryden municipal airport. One of
the Starlifters carried 23.5 tons of water pumps, fire hoses, shovels, rations, and
other supplies from Boise Air Terminal via Winnipeg, Canada, to Dryden. The
other C-141 airlifted 12.5 tons of similar cargo from Johnson Bell Field in
Missoula, Montana, to Dryden via Minot AFB, North Dakota. Neither plane
could fly directly to Ontario because of severe weather in the Dryden area on June
9. The two Starlifters transported four fire experts in addition to 36 tons of fire-
fighting equipment.

Before the airlift, Canadian officials predicted that the fire might consume a
million acres of valuable timber. With the help of MAC, firefighters limited the
destruction to 300,000 acres.

67.

Name: Big Thompson Canyon Flood.

Location: Colorado.

Date(s): August 1-3, 1976.

Emergency: Torrential rain caused a flash flood, killing more than 100 people
and stranding hundreds of others.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 37th Aerosp RR Sq.

Airlifted: 81 flood victims.

Aircraft Employed: UH-1 (two).

Operations: On July 31, the day Colorado celebrated a century of statehood,
nature sent tragedy. Fourteen inches of rain fell in a six-hour period over the head-
waters of Colorado’s Big Thompson River along the eastern slope of the Rocky
Mountains, about 40 miles northwest of Denver. A wall of water, at times 28 feet
higher than the average river level, gouged through the 30-mile-long Big
Thompson Canyon just west of Loveland.

The flash flood caught an estimated 2,500 residents and vacationers in the
canyon and carried away homes, cars, trailers, and more than 15 miles of a U.S.
highway that followed the river through the mountains. At least 125 people
drowned, some carried eight miles beyond the mouth of the canyon by the raging
waters. In an eight-mile section of the gorge known as the narrows, all man-made
structures disappeared.

The next day, August 1, 1,500 people remained stranded in the canyon. The
communities of Glen Haven and Drake nearly washed away, and officials esti-
mated $50 million in damage to the area. Governor Richard Lamm called out the
Army and ANG and appealed for federal aid. President Ford immediately
declared the Big Thompson Canyon a federal disaster area.

On August 1, the Larimer County Sheriff’s Office at Loveland asked the 37th
Aerosp RR Sq at Francis E. Warren AFB, Wyoming, for helicopter support. The
squadron sent a UH-1 helicopter and crew to airlift 51 stranded flood victims out
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of the canyon the same day. Another 37th Aerosp RR Sq UH-1 helicopter and
crew reached the Big Thompson Canyon on August 2, but had to wait to conduct
search and rescue sorties until the next day when the weather improved. On
August 3, the second helicopter lifted 30 stranded people to safety.

In three days, the two 37th Aerosp RR Sq UH-1 helicopters helped rescue 81
people, shuttling between the canyon and a staging area at Loveland. Army and
Army National Guard helicopters also participated in the disaster relief operation,
and the Colorado ANG provided fuel trucks and ground personnel. All Air Force
search and rescue operations had ended by August 4.

68.

Name: Operation Sno Go.

Location: New York and Pennsylvania.

Date(s): January 31-February 8, 1977.

Emergency: More than 100 inches of snow fell over western New York and
Pennsylvania, temporarily paralyzing Buffalo and Pittsburgh.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 436th, 437th, and 438th Mil Alft Wgs;
314th and 459th Tac Alft Wgs; and 927th Tac Alft Gp.

Airlifted: 1,160 tons of snow removal equipment and 430 passengers, including
Army engineering personnel, disaster relief workers, and government officials.
Aircraft Employed: C-5 (6), C—141 (8), and C—130 (23).

Operations: Between Christmas 1976 and February 1, 1977, more than 150 inch-
es of snow fell over western New York. Almost as much descended on western
Pennsylvania in the same period. In the last few days of January, a blizzard
brought winds up to 45 mph and 20-foot snowdrifts, paralyzing Buffalo and
Pittsburgh. Governor Hugh Carey of New York and Governor Milton Shapp of
Pennsylvania appealed to President Jimmy Carter for federal assistance. The
mayor of Buffalo, Stanley Makowski, also requested White House aid.

On Sunday, January 30, President Carter declared parts of the two states to
be in a state of emergency, a category just short of major disaster status. Thomas
Casey, regional administrator of the Federal Disaster Assistance Administration,
requested military support.

Between January 31 and February 8, the 436th Mil Alft Wg from Dover
AFB, Delaware, flew six C—5 Galaxy aircraft and one C—141 Starlifter with 209
tons of snow blowers and emergency vehicles along with 36 drivers and support
personnel from Cedar Rapids, lowa; Sawyer AFB, Michigan; John F. Kennedy
International Airport, New York; Pope AFB, North Carolina; and Griffith AFB,
New York, to Niagara Falls International Airport near Buffalo and Greater
Pittsburgh International Airport. Two 437th Mil Alft Wg C—141s carried trac-
tors, scoop loaders, dump trucks, graders, trailers, utility vehicles, snow blow-
ers, and members of the 82d Airborne Division from Pope AFB to Niagara Falls
between February 2 and 10. The planes were based at Charleston AFB, South
Carolina.
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Between February 2 and 4, five other C—141s belonging to the 438th Mil Alft
Wg at McGuire AFB, New Jersey, carried 91 tons of snow removal equipment
and 59 passengers to Niagara Falls from Pope AFB; Buckley ANG Base,
Colorado; and Suffolk County, New York. The 314th Tac Alft Wg at Little Rock
AFB, Arkansas, whose 50th Tac Alft Sq was deployed at Pope AFB, used more
than 20 C-130 Hercules aircraft to airlift snow removal equipment and members
of the 20th U.S. Army Engineer Battalion from Fort Bragg, North Carolina, to
Niagara Falls International Airport between February 1 and 7.

On February 2, the 927th Tac Alft Gp at Selfridge ANG Base, Michigan,
responded to a Fourteenth Air Force (Reserve) call to haul 12,000 snow shovels
from Rickenbacker AFB near Columbus, Ohio, to Buffalo. The Air Force
Reserve’s 459th Tac Alft Wg at Andrews AFB, Maryland, flew a C—130 with 986
pounds of cots and blankets from Pittsburgh to Buffalo on February 2.

Air Force and Air Force Reserve units airlifted more than 1,000 tons of snow
removal equipment and vehicles and over 430 personnel—including engineers,
vehicle drivers, relief workers, and government officials—to Buffalo and Pitts-
burgh in just nine days. By mid-February, as weather improved, the cargo planes
began to return snow removal equipment and personnel to their original locations.

69.

Name: Johnstown Flood.

Location: Pennsylvania.

Date(s): July 24-28, 1977.

Emergency: Almost 18 inches of rain in three days spilled the Conemaugh River
out of its banks and flooded Johnstown, Pennsylvania.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 911th Tac Alft Gp.

Airlifted: 38 tons of food, bedding, medical supplies, and household goods.
Aircraft Employed: C—123 (seven).

Operations: Between Tuesday and Thursday, July 19 to 21, almost 18 inches of
rain fell over the Conemaugh River that ran through Johnstown, Pennsylvania.
Although flood control projects had been completed since the disastrous 1889
Johnstown flood that killed 2,200 people, another flash flood had struck the town.
High water funneling through the mountains carried homes off their foundations,
buried streets under inches of mud, drove 50,000 residents from their homes along
70 miles of the Conemaugh River valley, and killed at least 72 people. Damage
estimates ranged as high as $200 million.

On July 21, President Carter declared seven Pennsylvania counties around
Johnstown a major disaster area in response to state and local official requests. On
July 24, the civil defense director of Allegheny County, James Curran, asked the
Air Force Reserve’s 911th Tac Alft Gp at Greater Pittsburgh International Airport
to airlift relief supplies to the Johnstown flood victims.

From July 24 through 28, the group used seven C—123 Provider aircraft to
transport almost 38 tons of food, bedding, medicine, and other relief cargo from
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Allegheny County Airport to Johnstown-Cambria County Airport. The planes
consumed nearly 18 flying hours in nine sorties, with the commander of the 911th
Tac Alft Gp, Lt. Col. William J. McQuade, flying one of the twin-engine cargo
aircraft. Floodwaters receded before the airlift ended on July 28, but ground relief
workers faced a long cleanup and restoration effort.

70.

Name: California Forest Fires.

Location: California.

Date(s): July 30—August 19, 1977.

Emergency: Fires sparked by lightning consumed over 380,000 acres of
California’s national forests.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 146th Tac Alft Gp and 153d and 433d Tac
Alft Wgs.

Airlifted: 654,500 gallons of fire suppressant.

Aircraft Employed: C—130 (eight).

Operations: By the end of July, forest fires had broken out all over California.
Usually caused by lightning and spread by strong winds, the blazes fed on trees
made tinder dry by the summer heat. They consumed hundreds of thousands of
acres in the Los Padres National Forest near Santa Barbara on the Pacific coast,
in the Sequoia National Forest of the Sierra Nevada, and in the Plumas and
Modoc National Forests in the northeastern part of the state.

The Forest Service’s BIFC requested aid from the Air Force Reserve’s Fourth
Air Force. California authorities contacted units of the ANG to airdrop fire-retard-
ing chemicals around the fires. Between July 30 and August 19, eight AF Res and
ANG C-130s equipped with the portable MAFFS flew 221 sorties in 308 flying
hours, dropping 654,500 gallons of fire suppressant along the edge of the fires.
Flying at an altitude of 150 feet, each C—130 dropped about 3,000 gallons of fire
retardant in 11 seconds.

Because each specially equipped aircraft could be reloaded in about 20 min-
utes, they could fly several missions each day. The C—130s operated from four
Forest Service staging areas: Ontario, Fresno, Stockton, and Redding. The Air
Force Reserve’s 433d Tac Alft Wg from Kelly AFB, Texas, sent two C—130
Hercules airplanes against four major fires in the Santa Barbara area. Within 20
days, the two planes had dropped 90,000 gallons of the fire-retardant liquid in 32
missions. The other six Hercules aircraft came from the Air National Guard’s
146th Tac Alft Gp at Van Nuys, California, and the 153d Tac Alft Wg at
Cheyenne, Wyoming.

By August 19, the Forest Service no longer needed Air Force assistance and
the planes returned to their home bases. Firefighters were able to contain the fires
only after they had consumed more than 594 square miles of California woodland.
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71.

Name: Snow Blow L.

Location: Ohio.

Date(s): January 29-31, 1978.

Emergency: A severe blizzard hit northwestern Ohio, dropping so much snow
and bringing so much wind that 15-foot snowdrifts stranded almost 8,000
motorists.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 437th and 438th Mil Alft Wgs, 317th and
463d Tac Alft Wgs, and 924th Tac Alft Gp.

Airlifted: 600 tons of snow removal equipment and 516 personnel, mostly Army
engineering troops.

Aircraft Employed: C—141 (27) and C—-130 (16).

Operations: An immense blizzard hit Michigan, Indiana, and Ohio on Thursday,
January 26. The next day, President Carter declared a state of emergency in these
states. Governor James Rhodes of Ohio called the storm a “killer blizzard look-
ing for victims” as it stranded 7,700 motorists in his state. About 20,000 Ohioans
suffered without electricity through Saturday, January 28. Winds as high as 65
mph piled up 15-foot snowdrifts.

President Carter ordered Army units to help exhausted Ohio National Guard
troops rescue stranded motorists. On January 28, the Federal Disaster Assistance
Administration through the U.S. Army Forces Command directed the Air Force’s
MAC to transport troops and snow removal equipment from Fort Campbell,
Kentucky, and Fort Bragg, North Carolina, to Toledo, Ohio.

Between January 29 and 31, the 437th Mil Alft Wg at Charleston AFB, South
Carolina, and the 438th Mil Alft Wg at McGuire AFB, New Jersey, sent 27 C-141
Starlifter aircraft for the task. Another 16 C—130 Hercules airplanes participated,
coming from the 463d Tac Alft Wg at Dyess AFB, Texas; the 317th Tac Alft Wg
at Pope AFB, North Carolina; and the 924th Tac Alft Gp at Bergstrom AFB,
Texas. The planes airlifted 516 Army personnel from the 101st Air Assault
Division at Fort Campbell and the 82d Airborne Division, the 27th Engineer
Battalion, and the 20th Engineer Brigade at Fort Bragg to Ohio’s snowbound
northwest corner.

About 600 tons of snow removal equipment—including front end loaders,
trucks, road graders, bulldozers, fuel tankers, and support equipment—rode with
the troops. Fort Bragg personnel boarded the planes at neighboring Pope AFB.
Military Airlift Command and AF Res cargo aircraft operated under Twenty-first
Air Force control for the flights to Toledo. The airlift ended on January 31, as
improved weather allowed surface transportation to resume.

72.

Name: Snow Blow II.

Location: Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island.
Date(s): February 8-17, 1978.
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Emergency: A blizzard that struck southern New England dumped up to 27 inch-
es of snow, blocking roads and stranding motorists.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 60th, 62d, 63d, and 437th Mil Alft Wgs;
314th, 317th, 433d, 440th, 442d, and 463d Tac Alft Wgs; and 130th, 165th, 167th,
and 179th Tac Alft Gps.

Airlifted: 2,339 tons of snow removal equipment, generators, and communica-
tions gear; and over 1,000 passengers.

Aircraft Employed: C—130 (80), C-141 (33), and C-5 (16).

Operations: The worst winter snowstorm in New England history dumped up to
27 inches of snow on Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island on February
6 and 7. Winds gusted in excess of 90 mph, deep snowdrifts blocked roads and
highways, and 50 people died. The governors of the three states appealed to
President Carter for aid.

The president responded on February 7 by ordering Army troops flown to
Boston, Hartford, and Providence for relief efforts as soon as airports reopened.
The Federal Disaster Assistance Administration and the Army requested an Air
Force airlift just a week after a similar operation in Ohio, Snow Blow I, at the end
of January. The new operation was dubbed Snow Blow II.

On February 8, civilian airports at the three state capitals reopened and Air
Force cargo aircraft began flying Army personnel and snow removal equipment
to those cities. Between February 8 and 17, MAC C-5s and C—141s and AF Res
and ANG C-130s airlifted 1,084 Army personnel and 2,339 tons of snow
removal equipment to New England. The cargo included bulldozers, tractors,
scoop loaders, road graders, compressors, generators, and communications
equipment.

Participating Air Force organizations included four MAC wings from
California, Washington, and South Carolina; six tactical airlift wings from
Arkansas, North Carolina, Texas, Wisconsin, and Missouri; and four tactical air-
lift groups from West Virginia, Georgia, and Ohio. Cargo and personnel came
from Fort Benning and Fort Stewart, Georgia; Fort Polk, Louisiana; Fort Hood,
Texas; Fort Campbell, Kentucky; Fort Bragg, North Carolina; Andrews AFB,
Maryland; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; and Savannah, Georgia. The planes
unloaded at Boston’s Logan International Airport, Bradley International Airport
near Hartford, and Theodore F. Green International Airport at Providence.

Snow Blow II encompassed 129 missions, 80 by C—130s, 33 by C—141s, and
16 by C—5s. Redeployment began on February 15, but some units continued fly-
ing men and materiel to the stricken New England area until February 17, when
the weather improved and major surface transportation routes reopened.

73.

Name: Arizona Flood.
Location: Arizona.
Date(s): March 2-7, 1978.
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Emergency: Torrential rains flooded the Salt and Gila River valleys and many
tributary creeks.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 302d Sp Ops Sq.

Airlifted: Five tons of food, medicine, and equipment; and 39 passengers.
Aircraft Employed: CH-3 (six).

Operations: The month of March descended on Arizona like a lion, bringing
storms and heavy rains that spilled the Salt and Gila Rivers over their banks and
turned normally dry creek beds into raging rivers. Many people were stranded by
high water, some on islands in the middle of streams, others atop flooded vehicles.

On March 2, the Maricopa County Sheriff’s Office called Luke AFB’s 302d
Sp Ops Sq (AF Res) for helicopter support to rescue flood victims and deliver
food to stranded families. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) officials also
asked the squadron to lift radar and generators from an island the Salt River was
threatening to wash away.

Between March 2 and 4, the 302d Sp Ops Sq used four CH-3 Jolly Green
Giant helicopters to carry 39 persons to safety, 17 of whom were in danger of
death without rescue. The squadron also delivered a ton of food and medicine to
families cut off from supplies by rising waters and airlifted at least 2.3 tons of
FAA equipment. On Monday afternoon, March 6, the Arizona Office of
Emergency Preparedness asked the 302d Sp Ops Sq to airlift two more tons of
food to the St. Johns area of Apache County in eastern Arizona. The next morn-
ing, the squadron flew the food from Papago Army Airfield to the St. Johns air-
port, where it was distributed to flood victims on two CH-3 helicopters.

The 302d Sp Ops Sq used six Jolly Green Giants in four days to rescue or
evacuate at least 39 people, deliver three tons of food and medicine, and save at
least 2.3 tons of FAA equipment. Unit flood relief operations ended on March 7,
as waters receded.

74.

Name: Wyoming Haylift.

Location: Wyoming.

Date(s): February 10-11, 1979.

Emergency: Heavy snow blocked roads, preventing ranchers from feeding their
starving cattle.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 153d Tac Alft Gp.

Airlifted: 256 bales of hay.

Aircraft Employed: C-130 (two).

Operations: A series of winter storms swept over the ranges of southeastern
Wyoming, dropping thick snow that buried grass and blocked the routes ranchers
used to feed their cattle. Starvation threatened the herds, and, with them, the
regional economy. The Wyoming legislature voted special funds for emergency
operations and State Adjutant General Maj. Gen. James Spence contacted the
Wyoming ANG for an airlift of hay.
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The 153d Tac Alft Wg at Cheyenne flew at least two of its C—130 aircraft for
the haylift operation on Saturday and Sunday, February 10 and 11. Each plane
loaded about 16 bales of hay per mission at Cheyenne. Following an Army
National Guard helicopter carrying a local rancher who knew where the threat-
ened herds were, the C—130s flew at about 150 mph at an altitude of approxi-
mately 100 feet. At the right moment, six loadmasters in the rear of each plane,
secured with safety harnesses, pushed the bales out open cargo doors.

The 153d Tac Alft Wg aircrews flew 16 sorties in two days over herds north-
west of Cheyenne. The airdrops helped crews prepare for more typical missions
of the unit, including dropping fire retardant over forest fires. The operation saved
hundreds of Wyoming cattle during the harsh winter.

75.

Name: Three Mile Island Nuclear Accident.

Location: Pennsylvania.

Date(s): March 28—April 15, 1979.

Emergency: The Three Mile Island nuclear plant malfunctioned, releasing
radioactive gases into the atmosphere.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 62d, 63d, 436th, and 438th Mil Alft Wgs;
and 1st Helicopter Squadron.

Airlifted: At least 202 tons of radiation testing equipment, lead shielding, potas-
sium iodine, water filtration equipment, and water samples.

Aircraft Employed: C—5 (two), C—141 (nine), C—130 (one), UH-1 (number
unknown), and CH-3 (number unknown).

Operations: Before dawn on Wednesday, March 28, a malfunction at
Metropolitan Edison’s Three Mile Island nuclear power plant on the Susquehanna
River, about 10 miles southeast of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, led to the worst acci-
dent in U.S. nuclear power history. A leak in the cooling system sent thousands of
gallons of high pressure radioactive hot water onto the floor of the containment
building and into an adjacent structure. Some radioactive steam escaped into the
atmosphere. A cloud of hydrogen gas grew within the reactor core, threatening to
drive away cooling water and produce temperatures high enough for a meltdown,
which would have released huge amounts of radiation.

Governor Richard Thornburgh issued evacuation orders and requested feder-
al assistance. Four federal agencies—the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, the Federal Disaster
Assistance Administration, and the Department of Energy—asked MAC for air-
lift support.

Immediately after the malfunction, the 1st Helicopter Squadron of the 76th
Mil Alft Wg, based at Andrews AFB, Maryland, began to fly scientists over the
accident site to monitor radiation levels. Using UH-1 and CH-3 helicopters, the
squadron ferried personnel and samples among Three Mile Island, Pittsburgh, and
Washington, D.C.
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Three days later, on Saturday, March 31, a C—5 belonging to the 436th Mil
Alft Wg at Dover AFB, Delaware, flew a 20-ton mobile atmospheric testing sta-
tion to measure radiation leakage from McConnell AFB, Kansas, to Harrisburg.
That same day, two Twenty-first Air Force C—141s moved 58.7 tons of lead bricks,
lead sheets, and other shielding material from Suffolk County and Syracuse, New
York; and a MAC C—130 airlifted three tons of potassium iodine (25,000 bottles)
from Decatur, Illinois, to Harrisburg.

On April 9, as nuclear specialists cooled the reactor and reduced the hydro-
gen bubble that had developed inside, one C—5 and five C—141s airlifted 118 tons
of water filtration equipment and charcoal filters from Pasco, Washington, to
Harrisburg. One C—141 Starlifter then flew to Kirtland AFB, New Mexico, to pick
up 2.5 tons of radiological equipment for transport to Harrisburg. Between April
11 and 15, two MAC C—141s also transported three 55-gallon water samples from
the reactor site to federal testing facilities at Knoxville, Tennessee; Augusta,
Georgia; and Idaho Falls, Idaho.

Military airlift wings participating in the airlift between March 31 and April
15 included the 62d at McChord AFB, Washington; the 63d at Norton AFB,
California; the 436th at Dover AFB; and the 438th at McGuire AFB, New Jersey.
In 16 days, 12 C-5, C—141, and C-130 planes transported more than 200 tons of
cargo to or from Harrisburg.

76.
Name: Wichita Falls Tornado.
Location: Texas.
Date(s): April 11-19, 1979.
Emergency: A tornado that hit Wichita Falls, Texas, destroyed eight square miles
of the city and killed 44 people, injured 1,000, and left 20,000 homeless.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 774th Tac Alft Sq and 303d and 305th
Aerosp RR Sgs.
Airlifted: Seven tons of medical supplies, including x-ray machine batteries,
sutures, bandages, and intravenous equipment; an unknown quantity of relief sup-
plies; and two satellite communications jeeps.
Aircraft Employed: C-130s (four).
Operations: A tornado cut a mile-wide, eight-mile-long path across the southern
end of Wichita Falls in north Texas on Tuesday, April 10. Winds of 225 mph
destroyed or damaged 6,800 homes, leaving 20,000 people homeless out of a pop-
ulation of 100,000. The twister killed 44 people, injured 1,000, and destroyed
$500 million dollars in property. The storm crippled electrical and communica-
tions facilities. Governor William Clements requested federal aid and President
Carter designated Wichita Falls a disaster area.

On April 11, the Texas Department of Public Safety requested Air Force
assistance to restore communications between Wichita Falls and the state capital
at Austin. The 303d Aerosp RR Sq from March AFB, California, and the 305th
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Aerosp RR Sq at Selfridge ANG Base, Michigan, each flew an HC—130 airplane
with a satellite communications vehicle aboard. One went to Wichita Falls and the
other to Austin to restore contact between the disaster area and the capital.

Also on April 11, the 774th Tac Alft Sq from Dyess AFB, Texas, used a
C-130 to airlift seven tons of medical supplies and equipment from Kelly AFB
near San Antonio to Sheppard AFB, five miles north of Wichita Falls. The cargo
came from Air Training Command’s Wilford Hall Medical Center and included
X-ray equipment, sutures, bandages, and intravenous devices. With the airlifted
items, the Air Force Regional Hospital at Sheppard AFB treated 598 persons. On
April 19, the 774th flew another C—130 from Dyess to Sheppard with relief sup-
plies collected by members of the Dyess AFB chapel and the 96th Security Police
Squadron. By that time, at least 2,500 Sheppard AFB personnel had participated
in disaster relief at nearby Wichita Falls.

77.

Name: Red River Flood.

Location: North Dakota and Minnesota.

Date(s): April 22-25, 1979.

Emergency: Heavy rain and melting snow drove the Red River, between North
Dakota and Minnesota, 25 feet above flood stage, inundating almost 700,000 acres.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 60th, 437th, and 438th Mil Alft Wgs; and
133d, 145th, and 442d Tac Alft Wegs.

Airlifted: 235 tons of sandbags.

Aircraft Employed: C-141 (five) and C-130 (six).

Operations: During the third week of April, a combination of melting snow and
heavy rain swelled the Red River to overflowing as it ran north between eastern
North Dakota and northwestern Minnesota. Continued rain broadened the river to
15 miles in some places, flooded 270 homes, and forced 1,400 people to evacu-
ate. The flood threatened the 54,000 residents of Grand Forks, North Dakota, and
the 8,400 residents of East Grand Forks, Minnesota. By April 25, about 425,000
acres in North Dakota and 274,000 acres in Minnesota were inundated. President
Carter declared the flooded region a major disaster area on April 26.

As early as April 19, the Fourth Air Force responded to a Grand Forks Civil
Defense Office request for aid by directing ground assistance. On April 21, the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers requested an airlift of sandbags to Grand Forks
from Offutt AFB, Nebraska, and Douglas Airport at Charlotte, North Carolina.
The next day, five MAC, AF Res, and ANG aircraft accomplished the task.

The following military airlift wings each flew a C—141 Starlifter: the 60th at
Travis AFB, California; the 437th at Charleston AFB, South Carolina; and the
438th at McGuire AFB, New Jersey. The Air National Guard’s 145th Tac Alft Wg
and the Air Force Reserve’s 442d Tac Alft Wg each used a C—130 for the April 22
flights. On that one day, the five units airlifted 910,000 empty burlap bags weigh-
ing 143 tons.
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The Red River continued to rise. On April 23, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers asked for an airlift of more sandbags. The next day, two more C—141s
from the 437th and 438th Mil Alft Wgs and two C—130s from the 145th Tac Alft
Wg flew 72 more tons of sandbags from Charlotte to Grand Forks AFB. The 133d
Tac Alft Wg used two C—130s on April 25 to move 20 tons of sandbags to Grand
Forks from Moline, Illinois, and Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

The 11 planes airlifted more than 235 tons of sandbags to Grand Forks
between April 22 and 25. On April 26, the Red River crested 25 feet above flood
stage and 31 feet above normal. The river fell over the following days, eliminat-
ing the need for additional sandbags.

78.

Name: Central Arizona Forest Fires.

Location: Arizona.

Date(s): July 1, 1979.

Emergency: Forest fires consumed more than 76,000 acres of grassland, brush,
and forests.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 62d Mil Alft Wg and 146th Tac Alft Wg.
Airlifted: 403 firefighters.

Aircraft Employed: C—141 (two) and C-130 (four).

Operations: Lightning ignited 19 forest fires across Arizona in late June. Winds
of 50 mph and 110-degree heat spread the fires, which consumed 76,200 acres of
parched Arizona grassland, brush, and forest in the Tonto and Prescott National
Forests by July 2. A fire near Prescott burned 26,000 acres. On June 30, the BIFC
requested Air Force assistance to airlift firefighters from the Pacific Northwest to
Arizona to contain and control the spreading flames.

The next day, July 1, the California Air National Guard’s 146th Tac Alft Wg
at Van Nuys flew four C-130s in five sorties to transport 241 firefighters from
Oregon and Washington to Phoenix. The same day, the Military Airlift
Command’s 62d Mil Alft Wg at McChord AFB, Washington, moved 162 fire-
fighters to Phoenix aboard two C—141 Starlifters. The six transport planes air-
lifted more than 400 firefighters to the disaster area in 38 flying hours and seven
sorties. The new firefighters joined hundreds of Forest Service personnel who
came from the Navajo Indian reservation and California to battle the blazes.
Almost 1,000 fire personnel worked to contain the fires. Between June 30 and
July 6, Luke AFB near Phoenix also sent several flight line fuel trucks to deliv-
er aviation gasoline to staging areas in the threatened area to refuel Forest
Service aircraft.

79.

Name: Northwest Fires.
Location: Idaho and Montana.
Date(s): August 8-11, 1979.
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Emergency: Forest fires—most ignited by lightning, but some by arsonists—
spread across more than 150,000 acres of the Northwest.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 934th Tac Alft Gp.

Airlifted: 19.5 tons of supplies and equipment (11.5 tons dropped) and 28 pas-
sengers.

Aircraft Employed: C-130 (one).

Operations: A summer with little rain and intense heat made the forests of the
northwestern United States kindling. Lightning set off a host of forest fires in
Montana, Idaho, California, Oregon, Washington, and Wyoming. By the second
week of August, 150,000 acres were aflame. The BIFC committed over 6,000
personnel and 88 contract aircraft to the task of containing and controlling the
blazes.

An aircraft chartered by the Forest Service encountered mechanical prob-
lems, which prevented it from delivering food and other supplies to front-line fire-
fighters in the Bitterroot Mountains between Idaho and Montana. On August 7,
the BIFC requested a substitute aircraft through the Fourth Air Force.

On August 8, the 934th Tac Alft Gp at Minneapolis-St. Paul Airport sent a
C-130 and crew to Missoula, Montana, a Forest Service staging area. That same
day, the plane dropped seven tons of supplies to ground personnel fighting the
fires in eastern Idaho and western Montana. The plane also carried eight passen-
gers. On August 9, the C—130 dropped 4.5 tons of supplies and carried 11 pas-
sengers. Eight tons of fire-fighting equipment and supplies and nine passengers
rode the Hercules on August 11.

On August 13, the plane and crew returned to Minneapolis-St. Paul after air-
lifting 19.5 tons of fire-fighting equipment, supplies, and personnel in three days
of sorties, not counting deployment and redeployment flights.

80.

Name: Southern California Forest Fires.

Location: California.

Date(s): September 15-22, 1979.

Emergency: Forest fires consumed 40,000 acres of timber and brush east of Los
Angeles between September 12 and 22, 1979.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 146th and 433d Tac Alft Wgs and 153d Tac
Alft Gp.

Airlifted: 732,000 gallons of fire retardant.

Aircraft Employed: C-130 (eight).

Operations: Heat, low humidity, and strong winds combined to spread lightning-
generated fires in California at the end of the summer. At least 16 separate fires
consumed 90,000 acres between September 12 and 20, stretching the fire-fight-
ing resources of the BIFC to the limit. The worst fires threatened the Los Angeles
area in the Angeles and San Bernardino National Forests, where 40,000 acres of
brush, scrub, and forest went up in smoke.
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As early as September 14, the BIFC, through the Sixth Army’s Emergency
Operations Center at the Presidio at San Francisco, requested Air Force C—130s
equipped with the MAFFS. The Air Force sent eight specially equipped planes to
a staging area at the Van Nuys airport near Los Angeles on September 15 and 16.
Three came from the 146th Tac Alft Wg (ANG), which was already at Van Nuys.
Two more specially equipped C—130s came from the 433d Tac Alft Wg (AF Res)
at Kelly AFB, Texas. The 153d Tac Alft Gp (ANG) at Cheyenne, Wyoming, sent
three C—130s.

Between September 15 and 22, the eight C—130s and crews flew 254 sorties
in almost 168 flying hours, dropping 732,000 gallons of fire-retardant liquid
around the Angeles and San Bernardino fires. Each aircraft flew many sorties
each day, reloading at Van Nuys and at Norton AFB, California. The planes sup-
plemented firefighters on the ground who worked feverishly to contain and con-
trol the spreading flames, some of which reached residential areas in the Los
Angeles area. In one 24-hour period, the planes dropped 168,000 gallons—an
average of 21,000 gallons per plane—involving about seven sorties per aircraft.
By September 22, most of the Los Angeles fires were under control, and the
C—130s returned to their home bases.

81.

Name: Mount St. Helens Eruption.

Location: Washington.

Date(s): May 18—June 5, 1980.

Emergency: Mount St. Helens erupted with a gigantic explosion that produced
huge clouds of ash and mudslides that devastated 200 square miles of forest.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 303d, 304th, and 305th Aerosp RR Sgs;
62d and 63d Mil Alft Wgs; and 9th Strategic Reconnaissance Wing.

Airlifted: 61 persons.

Aircraft Employed: UH-1 (five), HH-1 (five), C—130 (two), C—141 (one), and
SR-71 (two).

Operations: Mount St. Helens erupted with the force of 40 hydrogen bombs just
after 8:30 on Sunday morning, May 18. The top and north side of the volcano
blew off in a tremendous explosion that turned a cubic mile of rock into a 60,000-
foot column of ash and reduced the mountain’s peak by 1,400 feet.

At the bottom of the volcano, Spirit Lake disappeared. Large trees in a 150-
square-mile area were flattened like thousands of match sticks. Ash as fine as tal-
cum powder darkened the sky and settled in a four-inch layer that stretched for
almost 200 square miles. Hot mud 20 feet high flowed at speeds up to 30 mph
down the Toutle River valley, destroying everything in its path. More than half of
those people in the vicinity of the volcano at the time of the eruption perished.
Survivors wandered in a new desert, seeking safety.

Before the eruption, the Forest Service contacted the 304th Aerosp RR Sq
(AF Res) at Portland International Airport, about 60 miles south of Mount St.
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Helens. Seismic rumblings had warned geologists of the pending explosive erup-
tion, and the squadron was on alert for an emergency call. Consequently, the
squadron was ready to respond less than two hours after the eruption.

During the first day, Sunday, May 18, the squadron saved 51 lives. Flying 10
UH-1 and HH-1 helicopters in pairs over the grey wilderness, squadron person-
nel lifted survivors from the path of mudslides, transported others to food and
shelter, and warned still others of impending mud flows. Between May 18 and
June 5, the 304th Aerosp RR Sq saved 61 people, including four rescue workers
caught by a second Mount St. Helens eruption on May 25. The 303d and 305th
Aerosp RR Sqgs provided personnel to assist the rescue efforts.

Initially, a C-141 from the 63d Mil Alft Wg, stationed at Norton AFB,
California, but in transit at McChord AFB, Washington, on May 18, provided an
aerial communications platform for rescue coordination. This aircraft was later
replaced by a 62d Mil Alft Wg C-130 from McChord and a 303d Aerosp RR Sq
HC-130 from March AFB.

Between May 18 and June 5, the 9th Strategic Reconnaissance Wing at Beale
AFB, California, used SR—71s to take aerial photographs of the devastated region
to aid rescue and recovery efforts. The Air Force missions were part of a wider
multi-service rescue and relief operation which saved 101 lives between May 18
and June 5. The missions were coordinated by the Aerospace Rescue and
Recovery Service’s Rescue Coordination Center at Scott AFB, Illinois.

82.

Name: Palm Springs Area Fire.

Location: California.

Date(s): July 29-August 1, 1980.

Emergency: Brush fires broke out in southern California, some near Palm
Springs in the San Bernardino National Forest.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 146th and 433d Tac Alft Wgs.

Airlifted: 10,500 gallons of fire retardant.

Aircraft Employed: C-130 (three).

Operations: Drought, heat, and high winds combined at the end of July to spread
lightning-generated brush and forest fires in the mountains of southern
California. By July 28, seven brush fires had swept across hillsides east of Los
Angeles. Some fires blazed across the mountains of the San Bernardino National
Forest near Palm Springs. The Forest Service used hundreds of firefighters to
contain the fires, which spread rapidly across desert scrub. In the mountains,
ground crews were unable to build fire breaks fast enough, and the Forest Service
sought Air Force aircraft to spray fire-retarding chemicals around the fires.

On July 29, MAC tasked the 433d Tac Alft Wg (AF Res) at Kelly AFB, Texas,
to send two C—130 Hercules airplanes equipped with the MAFFS to Norton AFB
in southern California to help fight the fires. Meanwhile, the California Air National
Guard’s 146th Tac Alft Wg at Van Nuys supplied another fire-fighting C—130.
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Using 63d Mil Alft Wg facilities at Norton AFB as a staging area, the C—130
crews flew seven missions between July 29 and August 1, dropping 10,500 gal-
lons of fire retardant around the flaming areas. By the evening of August 1, the
fires were under control, allowing the three ANG and AF Res C—130s to return
home.

83.

Name: Prinsendam Rescue.

Location: The Gulf of Alaska.

Date(s): October 4-5, 1980.

Emergency: The M.S. Prinsendam, a Dutch cruise ship with 519 passengers and
crew members aboard, caught fire in the Gulf of Alaska, forcing all to abandon
ship.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 71st Aerosp RR Sq, 17th and 144th Tac
Alft Sgs, and the Alaskan Air Command.

Airlifted: 169 blankets, an undetermined quantity of relief supplies, 61 ship pas-
sengers and crew members, four pararescuemen, and one flight surgeon.
Aircraft Employed: HH-3 (one), HC—130 (one), C—130 (two), and C—12 (one).
Operations: The luxury Dutch cruise ship M.S. Prinsendam sailed with 519 per-
sons aboard from Vancouver, Canada, on September 30, bound for Singapore. It
journeyed north to give its 320 tourist passengers a look at Glacier Bay National
Park, Alaska. Just after midnight on October 4, as the 426-foot ocean liner cruised
in the Gulf of Alaska, about 370 nautical miles southeast of Anchorage, a fire
erupted in the engine room and spread quickly through the middle of the ship. The
captain radioed for help and ordered passengers into lifeboats.

The Coast Guard coordinated rescue efforts, sending three cutters and sever-
al HH-3 and HC-130 aircraft. It also contacted Canadian military forces and the
Alaskan Air Command at Elmendorf AFB for assistance. The Coast Guard called
on the 1,000-foot supertanker Williamsburgh, a few miles away from the
Prinsendam, to render aid.

On the morning of October 4, Elmendorf’s 71st Aerosp RR Sq sent two air-
craft, an HH-3 helicopter and an HC-130 airplane, to the disaster site. The Jolly
Green Giant helicopter, piloted by Capt. John J. Walters and Capt. William T.
Gillian, picked up 169 blankets at Yakutat, Alaska, and delivered them to the
Williamsburgh. Captain Walters then piloted the HH-3 on a series of flights to
carry passengers from lifeboats to the supertanker. With the aid of two parares-
cuemen, the helicopter hoisted 61 passengers and crewmen to safety.

Meanwhile, the 71st Aerosp RR Sq’s HC—-130 carried a flight surgeon and
two pararescuemen from Elmendorf AFB to Yakutat where Coast Guard heli-
copters transferred them to the disaster scene. It refueled the Air Force HH-3 heli-
copter and helped to locate lifeboats. When a Canadian rescue helicopter suffered
an instrument panel fire, the HC—130 guided it to Yakutat, saving 13 more lives.
The two 71st Aerosp RR Sq crews rescued 74 persons. Combined efforts of Air
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Force, Coast Guard, Canadian, and civilian craft saved all 519 persons aboard the
fire-ravaged Prinsendam.

The 144th Tac Alft Sq from Kulis ANG Base, Alaska, used a C—130 to take
relief supplies to Valdez, Alaska, where the Williamsburgh and other rescue ships
carried survivors. An Alaskan Air Command C-12 and a 17th Tac Alft Sq C-130
from Elmendorf also provided logistical support for the operation. The empty
Prinsendam continued to burn in the Gulf of Alaska. On October 11, it sank in
8,830 feet of water.

84.

Name: San Bernardino Forest Fires.

Location: California.

Date(s): November 25-29, 1980.

Emergency: Forest fires burned 125 square miles of southern California.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 146th and 433d Tac Alft Wgs and 153d Tac
Alft Gp.

Airlifted: 1,305 tons (261,000 gallons) of fire retardant.

Aircraft Employed: C-130 (eight).

Operations: For the second time in four months, AF Res and ANG C—130 aircraft
and crews equipped with the MAFFS responded to Forest Service requests for aid
to contain and control southern California forest fires. The blazes erupted on
Monday, November 24. Hot Santa Ana winds gusting up to 90 mph fanned the
flames until 11 major fires had spread across 125 square miles of southern
California by the end of the week. Some fires burned the edges of San Bernardino,
about 80 miles east of Los Angeles, forcing thousands of residents to evacuate.

In cooperation with Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr., the Forest Service used
4,000 firefighters in the San Bernardino Mountains where the largest fires con-
sumed 23,600 acres of dry brush and trees. By Friday, November 28, President
Carter had designated Los Angeles, Riverside, Orange, and San Bernardino
Counties federal disaster areas.

On November 25, the U.S. Air Force Airlift Readiness Center and MAC
called out C—130 units equipped with the MAFFS: the 433d Tac Alft Wg (AF
Res) from Kelly AFB, Texas, sent two airplanes; the 153d Tac Alft Gp (ANG)
from Cheyenne, Wyoming, sent three aircraft; and the 146th Tac Alft Wg (ANG)
from Van Nuys, California, sent three planes. The C—130s flew that same day to
Norton AFB, east of San Bernardino, to load fire-retardant liquid, but high winds
postponed airdrops until the next day.

Between Wednesday and Saturday, November 26 to 29, as winds subsided,
the eight C—130s flew 87 sorties in 45 flying hours, dropping 261,000 gallons
(1,305 tons) of fire retardant on the fringes of the fires. By November 28, the
Forest Service had contained 70 percent of the Panorama fire, the largest blaze.
On November 29, Air Force aerial participation terminated as fire suppression
efforts controlled the blazes.
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85.

Name: MGM Grand Hotel Fire.

Location: Nevada.

Date(s): November 21, 1980.

Emergency: A fire raged for six hours at the huge MGM Grand Hotel in Las
Vegas, killing 84 people and driving hundreds onto upper balconies or to the roof
of the 26-story building.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 20th and 302d Sp Ops Sgs; and
Detachment 1, 57th Fighter Weapons Wing (Ftr Wpns Wg).

Airlifted: An unknown quantity of compressed air bottles and packs, 310 pas-
sengers (20 lives saved), and 60 bodies.

Aircraft Employed: UH-1 (six) and CH-3 (three).

Operations: Early on Friday morning, November 21, a fire broke out on the
ground floor of the $106 million MGM Grand Hotel in Las Vegas, home of what
was then the world’s largest gambling hall. About 3,500 guests and employees were
in the 2,076-room, 26-floor building. Flames short-circuited the centralized fire
alarm system and toxic clouds of black smoke climbed open stairwells into upper
hallways. For six hours the fire roared through the lower floors of the hotel, killing
84 people, injuring 500, and driving hundreds to upper balconies or the roof.

Within an hour of the fire’s start, the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police
Department had asked Air Force officials at nearby Nellis AFB for helicopters to
hoist persons from balconies and the roof to the ground. Fortunately, Nellis was
hosting a Red Flag exercise at the time, and many participating units from other
states flew helicopters needed for the emergency. The 302d Sp Ops Sq from Luke
AFB, Arizona, sent three CH-3 helicopters and the 20th Sp Ops Sq from Eglin
AFB’s Hurlburt Field in Florida sent three UH-1 aircraft. Detachment 1 of 57th
Ftr Wpns Wg, from Indian Springs Auxiliary Field, Nevada, sent another three
UH-1 helicopters.

The Air Force helicopters hoisted 20 survivors from balconies and moved 90
from the roof to a ground-level parking lot. Detachment 1, 57th Ftr Wpns Wg,
shuttled 200 rescue workers to and from the smoldering building and carried away
more than 60 bodies that had been taken to the hotel roof. The detachment air-
lifted to the disaster scene an unknown quantity of compressed air bottles and air
packs from a Department of Energy facility at Mercury, Nevada. Other heli-
copters, some private and some operated by the police, helped to rescue hotel
guests. A total of 300 people were flown to safety by the helicopters. Air Force
participation in the emergency ended on November 21, after local fire officials
declared the fire extinguished.

86.

Name: Las Vegas Hilton Fire.
Location: Nevada.

Date(s): February 10, 1981.
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Emergency: A series of fires broke out in the 2,782-room Las Vegas Hilton,
killing eight people, injuring 198, and driving many guests to the roof of the 30-
story building.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Detachment 1, 57th Ftr Wpns Wg.
Airlifted: 60 air packs for firemen and 54 passengers.

Aircraft Employed: UH-1 (three).

Operations: Just after 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 10, arsonists set fires on
four floors of the 30-story Las Vegas Hilton. The huge building, with more than
2,780 rooms, was hosting four conventions at the time. About 4,000 guests and
employees evacuated the hotel, but eight people died and 198 went to hospitals,
most suffering from smoke inhalation.

The worst fire began on the eighth floor of the south wing, spreading to the
twenty-ninth floor within 15 minutes, exploding windows as it climbed. Thick
black smoke drove guests to fire escapes or onto the roof, where they waited to
be rescued by helicopter. Within 20 minutes of the start of the blaze, Fire Chief
Roy Parrish of the Clark County Fire Department called neighboring Nellis AFB
for the same kind of helicopter rescue missions that had saved lives at the MGM
Grand Hotel fire three months earlier.

Three UH-1 helicopters from Detachment 1, 57th Ftr Wpns Wg, from Indian
Springs Air Force Auxiliary Field responded to carry trapped hotel guests from
the roof of the 30-story building. The helicopter crews saved nine lives and shut-
tled 45 firefighters and rescue personnel between the roof and the ground. They
also airlifted 60 air packs to firefighters at the disaster scene. Meanwhile, 53 fire
vehicles and 400 firemen, some from Nellis AFB, gathered at the hotel to extin-
guish the flames. Within two hours, workers had brought the fire under control,
and Air Force helicopters returned to Indian Springs late that night.

87.

Name: Louisiana Flood.

Location: Louisiana.

Date(s): April 1983.

Emergency: Up to 20 inches of rain fell over southeastern Louisiana, flooding
40,000 homes and the state penitentiary at Angola.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Unspecified.

Airlifted: 83 tons of tents, cots, shower facilities, and field kitchen equipment.
Aircraft Employed: C-141 (four).

Operations: A week of torrential rain that began about April 5 flooded large por-
tions of southeastern Louisiana and other parts of the South. In some areas, 20
inches of rain fell, sometimes at a rate of one inch an hour. On April 8, Governor
Dave Treen, estimating that 40,000 homes were flooded, declared a state of emer-
gency in 16 of 64 Louisiana parishes and appealed for federal disaster relief
through the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). He also ordered
evacuation of the state penitentiary at Angola because it was located near the
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Mississippi River and rising water threatened to flood the prison. State police
moved the prisoners to higher ground in the Baton Rouge area.

The Military Airlift Command headquarters at Scott AFB, Illinois, autho-
rized four C—141B Starlifter missions to transport shelters, bedding, and facilities
for bathing and cooking to the Baton Rouge area. The Starlifter aircrews flew to
Gulfport Municipal Airport on the Mississippi coast, loaded 83 tons of tents, cots,
shower facilities, and field kitchen components aboard four cargo planes and pro-
ceeded to Ryan Field, a civilian airport near Baton Rouge. The airlift allowed
Louisiana officials to shelter, bathe, and feed hundreds of prisoner refugees while
avoiding the unpleasant alternatives of keeping prisoners in a flooded institution
or scattering them among overcrowded smaller prisons.

88.

Name: Minnesota Encephalitis Epidemic.

Location: Minnesota.

Date(s): August 1983.

Emergency: An outbreak of encephalitis in Minnesota prompted the governor to
request mosquito spraying to contain the disease.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 907th Tac Alft Gp.

Airlifted: Malathion insecticide.

Aircraft Employed: C—123 (three).

Operations: An epidemic of encephalitis threatened Minnesota during August.
Spread by the Culex traslis mosquito, the disease affects the brain and can be
fatal. Responding to reports of 25 cases, Governor Rudy Perpich declared a state
of emergency on August 20 and requested federal assistance to spray insecticide.

The 907th Tac Alft Gp at Rickenbacker ANG Base at Columbus, Ohio,
responded by flying three C—123s with spraying equipment to Twin Cities AF Res
Base at Minneapolis. Each plane bore two propeller engines for low and slow
flight and two supplemental jet engines for rapid climbing after a spraying run,
and could carry 1,000 gallons of malathion insecticide.

Minnesota officials asked the 907th Tac Alft Gp to treat towns in 11 north-
western Minnesota counties while other areas were sprayed by six civilian air-
craft. The 907th Tac Alft Gp air crews flew their planes from Minneapolis to
Fargo, North Dakota, which served as their base of operations. Each day, state
health officials assigned targets, and the C—123 aircraft flew over the communi-
ties at altitudes of about 125 feet at speeds of approximately 150 mph to spray
insecticide in 2,000-foot swaths that covered about 660 acres per minute.

In the first three days, the 907th Tac Alft Gp sprayed 90 towns. In seven days
of aerial spraying, the group treated 453,358 acres, including 195 towns, in 19
sorties. Aerial spraying operations by Air Force and civilian aircraft helped to end
the encephalitis epidemic by the end of August.
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89.

Name: Maricopa Flood.

Location: Arizona.

Date(s): October 45, 1983.

Emergency: Several days of heavy rain produced a flash flood of the Santa Rosa
Wash near Maricopa, Arizona, stranding and threatening to drown 57 people.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 302d Sp Ops Sq.

Airlifted: 57 passengers.

Aircraft Employed: CH-3 (four).

Operations: A series of storms struck Arizona from the end of September into
early October. Heavy rain produced flash flooding in the mountains of Yavapi
County in the central part of the state, prompting Governor Bruce Babbitt to pro-
claim an emergency on Saturday, September 24. Rain continued intermittently for
two weeks, drenching some areas with seven inches. On Tuesday, October 4, the
Santa Rosa Wash, normally a dry creek tributary of the Gila River, flooded the
area around Maricopa, about 25 miles south of Phoenix.

Late that night, the Arizona Department of Public Safety requested federal
military help to evacuate stranded flood victims. The request was referred just
before midnight to the U.S. Air Force Rescue Coordination Center at Scott AFB,
[llinois. While flying on a training mission, a CH-3 Jolly Green Giant helicopter
from the 302d Sp Ops Sq (AF Res) at Luke AFB near Phoenix located—on ground
just a foot above floodwaters—several people, five of whom had climbed into the
elevated bucket of a front end loader whose wheels were already under water. The
aircraft hoisted the refugees to safety. On October 4 and 5, the 302d Sp Ops Sq
used four CH-3 helicopters to airlift 57 Maricopa area residents to higher ground.

90.

Name: Missouri River Flood.

Location: Missouri.

Date(s): June 15, 1984.

Emergency: The Missouri River, swollen by heavy rain, flooded northwestern
Missouri and northeastern Kansas north of Kansas City, inundating 400,000
acres.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Unspecified.

Airlifted: 4.5 tons of pumping equipment.

Aircraft Employed: C—130 (one).

Operations: The Missouri River, swollen by heavy rains during June, spilled over
its banks north of Kansas City, flooding 400,000 acres in northwestern Missouri
around St. Joseph. The river also inundated large sections of northeastern Kansas.
As water 12 feet deep in places submerged farms and small towns such as Levasy
and Bean Lake, 500 families fled their homes. The river reached flood stage at
Kansas City on June 11, and President Ronald Reagan declared five Missouri and
six Kansas counties federal disaster areas.
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Experts predicted that the river at St. Joseph would remain above flood stage
for two weeks. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers office at Kansas City asked the
USAF to transport pumping equipment from Texas to Missouri. On June 15, a
MAC C-130—probably from the 463d Tac Alft Wg—airlifted four flood pumps
and equipment weighing 4.5 tons from Dyess AFB, Texas, to Kansas City
International Airport, Missouri. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers transported
the pumps by land from Kansas City to the St. Joseph area, about 50 miles north,
to help drain critical areas along the Missouri River. Floodwaters receded at the
beginning of July.

91.

Name: Utah Coal Mine Fire.

Location: Utah.

Date(s): December 20, 1984.

Emergency: A fire trapped 27 coal miners a mile beneath the earth’s surface.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 911th Tac Alft Gp.

Airlifted: 24 tons of cargo, including three emergency vehicles, a generator, and
a camper shelter; and seven passengers.

Aircraft Employed: C-130 (two).

Operations: A conveyer machine bearing overheated and caused a fire at about
9:30 p.m. on Wednesday, December 19, in the Emery Mining Company’s Wilberg
Mine, which supplied fuel for a power and light company plant in central Utah.
Heat and smoke in the mine trapped 27 miners, including one woman, a mile
beneath the earth’s surface. About 100 rescue workers gathered at the Wilberg
Mine to drill two air shafts and an evacuation tunnel to free the trapped miners,
but heavy snow hindered their efforts.

On Thursday, December 20, the Department of Labor’s Mine Safety and
Health Administration in Pittsburgh asked the 911th Tac Alft Gp to airlift emer-
gency vehicles and equipment from Pennsylvania to the disaster area. The
Military Airlift Command authorized a special assignment airlift mission using
two C—130 Hercules cargo aircraft to haul seven passengers and 24 tons of
cargo—including two trucks, a four-wheel-drive vehicle, a generator, and a
camper shelter—from Greater Pittsburgh International Airport to Huntington,
Utah, about nine miles from the mine.

Rescue workers used the vehicles and equipment to reach the trapped fire
victims, but recovered only dead bodies. By December 23, 25 corpses had been
recovered. Eventually all 27 miners were found, dead from carbon monoxide poi-
soning or smoke inhalation.

92.

Name: North Carolina Forest Fires.
Location: North Carolina.

Date(s): April 5, 1985.
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Emergency: Forest fires, feeding on drought and high winds, consumed at least
7,000 acres of timber in six counties in western North Carolina.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 145th Tac Alft Gp and an unspecified
C-141 unit.

Airlifted: 11 tons of fire-fighting equipment, 21,000 gallons of fire retardant, and
190 firefighters.

Aircraft Employed: C-141 (two) and C—130 (one).

Operations: During the early spring, timber fires fed by drought and strong
winds consumed thousands of wooded acres in seven southeastern states. The
fires were especially destructive in the mountains of western North Carolina,
prompting Governor James Martin to call out the National Guard and state pris-
oners to help about 300 Forest Service rangers battle the flames. By April 5, 7,000
acres were ablaze in six counties.

The Forest Service needed more personnel and equipment, so the BIFC con-
tacted MAC for an airlift. On Good Friday, April 5, two C-141 Starlifter cargo
planes transported 190 firefighters and 11 tons of equipment from Redding
Municipal Airport and Ontario International Airport in California to Asheville
Regional Airport in western North Carolina. That same day, the 145th Tac Alft Gp
(ANG) from Charlotte, North Carolina, used a C—130B equipped with the
MAFFS to help contain a 2,500-acre blaze in the mountain forests of Burke
County near Morganton, North Carolina.

The group flew seven missions on April 5, each lasting about 40 minutes,
dropping 21,000 gallons of fire retardant around the burning area. The C—141 air-
lift, the C—130 airdrops, and the arrival of rain helped firefighters control the
mountain fires during the weekend.

93.
Name: Idaho Pestilence.
Location: Idaho.
Date(s): June 21-July 25, 1985.
Emergency: After hordes of grasshoppers, many from public lands in southern
Idaho, descended on western farms, the secretary of agriculture proclaimed a
state of emergency.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 907th Tac Alft Gp.
Airlifted: Malathion insecticide.
Aircraft Employed: C—123 (three).
Operations: A grasshopper population explosion threatened western croplands
during the late spring and early summer. On Tuesday, June 18, Secretary of
Agriculture John Block declared a state of emergency in 14 western states as
grasshoppers infested 11 million acres. Eight adult grasshoppers per square yard
consumed as much grass in a day as a 700-pound steer. Some of the affected
regions had more than 150 insects per square yard.

The grasshoppers descended en masse on alfalfa, barley, wheat, sugar beet,
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and potato fields. Farmers sprayed their crops, but vast stretches of public lands
adjacent to the farms also needed treatment, especially in southern Idaho. Gover-
nor John Evans asked for federal assistance and Congressman Richard Stallings
called Verne Orr, the secretary of the Air Force, to request the use of spray planes.

The 907th Tac Alft Gp, stationed at Rickenbacker ANG Base at Columbus,
Ohio, flew three C—123K aircraft to Pocatello, Idaho, from June 21 to 23. There,
aircrews flew two weeks of aerial spraying operations over southeastern Idaho
under the guidance of the Department of Agriculture. Using Pocatello’s airport as
a staging base, without access to Air Force maintenance facilities, the three C—123s
sprayed about 460,000 acres before moving to Boise for two more weeks of spray-
ing missions over southwestern Idaho in the vicinity of Mountain Home AFB.

Meteorological factors required these flights to proceed only in the early
morning, so the 907th Tac Alft Gp crews began before dawn each day. They
sprayed at altitudes ranging from 150 to 175 feet, covering 650-foot swaths, fol-
lowing directions from Idaho Army National Guard helicopters. Each C-123
could cover 15,000 acres a day, given proper weather. Using malathion insecti-
cide, the C—123 planes achieved a kill rate of 80 to 96 percent.

Between June 21 and July 25, the 907th Tac Alft Gp sprayed 735,000 acres
in 73 sorties. Aerial spraying ended the immediate agricultural threat and reduced
the potential of another grasshopper pestilence by killing thousands of insects
before they could lay eggs.

94,
Name: Western Forest Fires.
Location: California, Idaho, and Montana.
Date(s): July 2-10, 1985.
Emergency: Forest fires swept across 1.5 million acres in 14 western states.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 145th, 153d, and 943d Tac Alft Gps; 146th
Tac Alft Wg; 4th Mil Alft Sq; and other unspecified C—141 units.
Airlifted: 461 tons of fire retardant and fire-fighting equipment and 285 fire-
fighters.
Aircraft Employed: C—141 (10) and C—130 (eight).
Operations: Between June 27 and July 15, 4,000 fires burned 1.5 million acres
of forests in 14 western states, including California, Nevada, Oregon, Idaho, and
Montana. In California, temperatures over 100 degrees and winds of 25 mph
spread the flames. Cities from San Diego to San Jose suffered damage as the state
lost $50 million in property, including 184 homes. California governor George
Deukmejian declared an emergency in seven counties and appealed for federal
help. The Forest Service and state agencies marshaled almost 16,000 firefighters
from around the country to battle the fires.

At the request of the BIFC in Idaho, MAC launched 10 C-141 missions
between July 4 and 10 to transport 285 firefighters and 181 tons of cargo to
California, Idaho, and Montana. Six C—141 missions hauled 159 tons of fire retar-
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dant and equipment from Wainwright Army Airfield, Alaska, to Palmdale and
Stockton, California, and to Boise, Idaho.

The Military Airlift Command moved 185 firefighters from Phoenix,
Arizona, to Malmstrom AFB, Montana, in two other missions. Air Force C—141s
carried 22 tons of fire-fighting equipment from Holloman AFB, New Mexico, to
Santa Barbara, California, and 100 firefighters from Indianapolis, Indiana, to
Boise. The 145th Tac Alft Gp at Charlotte, North Carolina; the 153d Tac Alft Gp
at Cheyenne, Wyoming; the 146th Tac Alft Wg at Van Nuys, California (all ANG
organizations); and the 943d Tac Alft Gp (AF Res) flew eight C—130s equipped
with the MAFFS to drop 280 tons of fire retardant around the California fires.

Using the Van Nuys airport as a staging area, the C—130s flew 242 sorties
between July 2 and 10. On July 6 alone, AF Res and ANG aircraft dropped
108,000 gallons of retardant in 36 sorties, consuming 51.6 flying hours. Most
chemicals were dropped on the Las Pilitas fire near San Luis Obispo, which cov-
ered 177,000 acres and forced the evacuation of 4,500 people.

The planes dispensed up to 3,000 gallons of fire retardant at a time while fly-
ing at altitudes of 100 to 150 feet and speeds of 130 to 150 knots. Each drop cov-
ered about 300,000 square feet. Changing weather patterns, which brought cool-
er, moister Pacific air to the West, helped firefighters control the flames by the
end of July.

95.

Name: Northern California Floods.

Location: California.

Date(s): February 18-22, 1986.

Emergency: Rainstorms produced flooding that killed 15 people, left 50,000
homeless, and caused $375 million in damage.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 129th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery
Group (Aerosp RR Gp) (ANG) and 41st Aerosp RR Sq.

Airlifted: 3,000 sandbags and at least 528 evacuees.

Aircraft Employed: H-3 (four), HC-130 (three), and HH-53 (two).
Operations: From February 12 to 17, a series of storms dropped torrential rain
on northern California. The Russian and Yuba Rivers spilled over their banks; and
floods left 15 people dead, 50,000 homeless, and $375 million in damage.
Governor George Deukmejian designated 33 counties disaster areas, called on the
Army and Air National Guards for emergency missions, and appealed for feder-
al assistance.

The Russian River flood began on February 17 and eventually inundated
Guerneville, Rio Nido, Hacienda, Monte Rio, and many other towns in Sutter and
Sonoma Counties. Raging river currents hindered rescue operations by boat as Lt.
Col. Ted Schindler, operations officer of the California Air National Guard’s
129th Aerosp RR Gp, assumed command of a joint task force involving airplanes
and helicopters from Army and ANG units.
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From February 18 to 22, the 129th Aerosp RR Sq flew four H-3 helicopters
and two HC—130 cargo planes on 95 emergency sorties. The helicopters evacuat-
ed 520 flood victims, saving 33 lives. Most passengers boarded the helicopters
from high ground, but some evacuees were hoisted aboard from flooded build-
ings. The HC—130s provided communications to coordinate rescue flights and air
refueling support.

During the Russian River flood, a levee broke on the Yuba River on February
20, producing a temporary 30-square-mile lake that flooded the Marysville sub-
urbs of Linda and Olivehurst about 50 miles north of Sacramento. Up to 10 feet
of water inundated the communities, which were evacuated when the levee broke,
forcing 24,000 people from their homes. About 4,500 were sheltered and fed at
nearby Beale AFB.

Lieutenant Colonel Schindler sent two HH-3 helicopters and one HC—130
from the 129th Aerosp RR Sq. The 41st Aerosp RR Sq flew two HH-53 Jolly
Green Giant helicopters and one HC—130 in the Linda and Olivehurst region to
rescue at least nine flood victims, including a mother in childbirth; provide com-
munications; and deliver supplies to the disaster area, including 3,000 sandbags
from Castle AFB near Merced. Air Force personnel from Beale and Mather AFBs
in California launched relief drives for the flood victims.

96.

Name: North Carolina Forest Fires.

Location: North Carolina.

Date(s): Late May 1986.

Emergency: Forest fires consumed more than 70,000 acres and drove 5,000 peo-
ple from their homes.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 145th Tac Alft Gp.

Airlifted: Almost 1,500 tons of liquid fire retardant.

Aircraft Employed: C—-130 (two).

Operations: On May 5, a drought-sparked forest fire erupted in Pender County
in southeastern North Carolina. Nourished by maritime winds in excess of 20
mph, the fire spread quickly. By May 12, it had consumed more than 70,000 acres
and forced 5,000 people to evacuate their homes.

The Forest Service used C—54 airplanes to drop fire-retardant chemicals
around the fire, but the inability of these aircraft to turn sharply and the gravity-
dispensing systems hindered their effectiveness. The fire continued to rage out
of control. Aware that the North Carolina ANG had aircraft with fire-fighting
capability at Charlotte, the Forest Service asked the 145th Tac Alft Gp for assis-
tance.

During late May, the 145th Tac Alft Gp flew two C—130 airplanes equipped
with the MAFFS against the North Carolina forest fires. Flying 119 sorties in
seven days, the planes dispensed almost 1,500 tons of liquid fire retardant around
the blazes. Crews landed and took off within 15 minutes for another run. By the

103



Humanitarian Airlift Operations

end of May, with cooperation from the weather, the Forest Service and ANG had
contained the fires.

97.

Name: Southeast Haylift.

Location: North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama.

Date(s): July 19-28, 1986.

Emergency: A four-month drought threatened livestock on southeastern farms
with starvation and caused $1 billion in agricultural losses.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 63d, 437th, and 438th Mil Alft Wgs; and
AF Res and ANG units.

Airlifted: 536 tons of hay (more than 19,000 bales).

Aircraft Employed: C-141 (24) and C-130 (eight).

Operations: The southeastern United States experienced a prolonged drought
during the late spring and early summer. By mid-July, the drought had lasted four
months in some areas and a heat wave compounded the problem. An area encom-
passing 200 southern counties was declared a drought disaster area and farmers
drastically cut livestock herds because of a shortage of feed. The Alabama hay
crop reached only a quarter of its normal level, and agriculture in the region suf-
fered losses of almost $1 billion.

In mid-July, Governor James Thompson of Illinois urged midwestern farm-
ers to send hay to cattle ranchers in the southeast, and President Reagan autho-
rized an airlift. Between July 19 and 28, 24 MAC C-141 missions and eight AF
Res C—130 missions transported 536 tons of hay—more than 19,000 bales—from
Illinois, Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Wisconsin, New York, and Colorado to South
Carolina, North Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama. Military airlift wings from
Norton AFB, California; Charleston AFB, South Carolina; and McGuire AFB,
New Jersey, flew the C—141s, each carrying 800 bales at a time.

President Reagan observed the unloading of a C—141 at Columbia, South
Carolina, on July 24. On July 24 and 25, eight AF Res or ANG C-130s hauled
about 2,880 bales of hay from Wisconsin and New York to Georgia and North
Carolina. The 32 haylift missions in 10 days, along with hay deliveries by train
and truck, helped to save hundreds of cattle and the livelihood of many southern
livestock farmers.

98.

Name: Ship Fire.

Location: 30 nautical miles off the Florida coast.

Date(s): December 10, 1986.

Emergency: A ship caught fire in the Gulf of Mexico.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 55th Aerosp RR Sq; Detachment 5, 39th
Acrospace Rescue and Recovery Wing (Aerosp RR Wg); and 20th Sp Ops Sq.
Airlifted: 19 survivors.
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Aircraft Employed: HC-130 (one), UH-60 (one), CH-3 (one), and MH-53
(one).

Operations: In early December, the Norwegian ship Geco Alpha, a 300-foot seis-
mographic research vessel sailing under the Panamanian flag, caught fire in the
Gulf of Mexico about 30 nautical miles south of Destin, Florida. The fire threat-
ened 34 passengers and crew, many of whom donned life vests and boarded life
rafts as the ship broadcast distress signals.

On December 10, F-15 fighter aircraft from the 33d Tac Ftr Wg at Eglin
AFB, Florida, spotted the burning ship and radioed the 55th Aerosp RR Sq,
also based at Eglin, for help. The squadron sent an HC—130 Hercules to serve
as an airborne command post and to drop survival equipment to the disaster
victims.

Members of the 55th Aerosp RR Sq also flew a UH-60 Blackhawk heli-
copter to the scene, where it lowered a pararescueman to four survivors, airlifting
them to Hurlburt Field. A CH-3 Jolly Green Giant helicopter from Detachment
5, 39th Aerosp RR Wg, at Tyndall AFB, joined the rescue mission. Landing in the
water several times, the helicopter picked up 15 victims and carried them to the
Eglin AFB hospital. Eventually, the survivors at Hurlburt joined their comrades at
the Eglin hospital.

Fifteen of the ship’s crew remained with the crippled vessel, eight on board
and seven in a nearby raft. As a Coast Guard cutter from New Orleans towed the
smoldering ship to a port and 19 victims recovered at the Eglin hospital, one
MH-53 helicopter from Hurlburt Field’s 20th Sp Ops Sq returned the parares-
cueman to Eglin AFB.

99.

Name: West Coast Forest Fires.

Location: California and Oregon.

Date(s): August 31-September 9, 1987.

Emergency: Forest fires devastated 970 square miles in several western states,
including 491,000 acres of trees and brush in California.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 145th, 153d, and 943d Tac Alft Gps; 146th
Tac Alft Wg; and 349th Mil Alft Wg.

Airlifted: 2,511 tons of fire retardant and an unknown number of firefighters.
Aircraft Employed: C-130 (eight) and C-141 (number unknown).
Operations: Lightning, heat, low humidity, and gusting winds fed forest fires in
the western United States at the end of August and early September, blackening
970 square miles. The Forest Service and state agencies marshaled 19,000 fire-
fighters to create firebreaks and backfires. In California, 1,250 fires consumed
475,000 acres of trees and brush between August 28 and September 6. The worst
fire burned 100,000 acres in Tuolumne County, California, just west of Yosemite
National Park. Governor George Deukmejian declared a state of emergency in
22 counties.
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In response to Forest Service requests for C—130s to help drop fire retardant
around the worst fires using the MAFFS, AF Res and ANG units deployed on
August 31. Eight specially equipped C—130s came from tactical airlift organiza-
tions at Charlotte, North Carolina; Cheyenne, Wyoming; March AFB, California;
and Van Nuys, California.

Operating out of Van Nuys ANG Base and from Fresno, in southern and cen-
tral California respectively, the eight C—130s flew 193 sorties between August 31
and September 8. In 211 flying hours, the aircrews dropped 2,511 tons of fire
retardant—a total of 558,000 gallons—to slow the spread of the worst fires.

During the same period, the 349th Mil Alft Wg (AF Res) of Travis AFB,
California, transported Forest Service firefighters to burning areas in California
and Oregon aboard C-141 aircraft. Cooler, wetter weather helped firefighters
bring many fires under control by September 8. The next day, AF Res and ANG
aircraft began returning to their home bases.

100.

Name: Yellowstone Fires.

Location: Wyoming and Montana.

Date(s): August 22—October 6, 1988.

Emergency: Fires consumed more than half of Yellowstone National Park, threat-
ening lives and property.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 60th, 62d, 63d, and 436th Mil Alft Wgs;
349th, 433d, 445th, 446th, and 459th Mil Alft Wgs (AF Res); 94th and 302d Tac
Alft Wgs (AF Res); 146th Tac Alft Wg (ANG); 314th Tac Alft Wg; 145th and
153d Tac Alft Gps (ANG); and 943d Tac Alft Gp (AF Res).

Airlifted: More than 4,000 Army and Marine Corps firefighters and 2,498 tons
of fire-fighting equipment and supplies.

Aircraft Employed: C-5 (11), C-141 (7), and C-130 (11).

Operations: The summer of 1988 brought dry heat and wind to Yellowstone
National Park, turning it and adjacent forest areas in Wyoming and Montana into
a giant tinder box. In early August, 10 fires burned more than 580,000 acres, but
the Forest Service, following a policy adopted in 1972, allowed the fires to burn
naturally. Later in the month, as the fires continued to spread and threaten some
of Yellowstone’s prime attractions, the Forest Service organized a fire-fighting
campaign. On August 19, the Forest Service requested military assistance. The
Department of Defense authorized an airlift of Army and Marine Corps troops to
fight the fires.

Between August 22 and October 6, at least 29 USAF, AF Res, and ANG air-
craft transported more than 4,000 Army and Marine Corps troops and over 2,400
tons of equipment, vehicles, and supplies for the Forest Service. The soldiers con-
structed firelines to surround and contain the fires. At least 18 C-5 and C-141
aircraft and crews from eight military airlift wings of the Regular Air Force and
the AF Res participated in the massive operation, transporting thousands of fire-
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fighting Army troops from the 9th Infantry Division at Fort Lewis, Washington,
to Bozeman and Billings, Montana, and hundreds of marines from Camp Pendle-
ton, California, to West Yellowstone, Montana.

In August, the airlifters transported more than 2,400 troops and, in September,
almost 1,800 more. By the end of September, over 60 percent of the firefighters
working in the disaster area were military. Cargo airlifted with the soldiers includ-
ed a fleet of Army jeeps and two Marine Corps Blackhawk helicopters.

A fleet of USAF, AF Res, and ANG C-130s from four tactical airlift wings
and three tactical airlift groups supported the C—5s and C—141s, moving fire-
fighters and their equipment from airfields that could accommodate larger planes
to small airstrips closer to the fires.

Six C-130s, each equipped with a Forest Service MAFFS, flew low over and
around the fires to spray fire retardant. The Air National Guard’s 153d Tac Alft
Gp and 146th Tac Alft Wg each flew two C—130s, while the Air Force Reserve’s
943d Tac Alft Gp flew another two, using the municipal airport at Helena,
Montana, as a forward base.

With the help of cooler, wetter weather, the armies of firefighters and their
ground and air weapons were able to control the fires by early October. By that
time, more than half of Yellowstone’s 2.2 million acres had burned, but airlift
helped to prevent more extensive destruction. As the ashes cooled, Maj. Gen. John
M. Shalikashvili, commander of the 9th Infantry Division, praised the airlift orga-
nizations for delivering his troops where they were needed most.

101.

Name: Exxon Valdez Oil Spill.

Location: Alaska.

Date(s): March 27—early May 1989.

Emergency: A supertanker ran aground off Alaska, spilling more than 10 million

gallons of crude oil.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 60th, 63d, 436th, and 438th Mil Alft Wgs;

and 176th Tac Alft Gp.

Airlifted: More than 1,000 tons of oil spill cleanup equipment, including oil

skimmers, helicopters, landing craft, tow rigs, rubber boats, oil booms, and buoys.

Aircraft Employed: C-5 (17), C—141 (4), and C-130 (4).

Operations: Before dawn on March 24, the 987-foot-long oil tanker Exxon

Valdez ran aground in Prince William Sound about 25 miles from Valdez, Alaska.

Submerged rocks ruptured eight of the giant ship’s 11 cargo tanks, spilling more

than 10 million of the vessel’s 53 million gallons of crude oil. Within days, an oil

slick covered hundreds of square miles in Prince William Sound and the Gulf of

Alaska, creating an environmental disaster as wind blew the oil onto beaches.
Responding to a request for help from the Exxon Corporation to ship to

Alaska heavy cleanup equipment from California, Texas, and Virginia, the

Department of Transportation sought help from MAC. Exxon agreed to pay MAC
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for a massive airlift, which eventually cost almost $4 million. The airlift began on
March 27, when a 60th Mil Alft Wg C—S5 transported two Navy oil skimmers from
Travis AFB, California, to Elmendorf AFB near Anchorage, Alaska.

In early April, President George Bush directed DoD to help contain the envi-
ronmental disaster, and Lt. Gen. Thomas G. Mclnerney of the Alaskan Air
Command headed an Alaska oil spill joint task force that included elements of the
Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps. Mclnerney continued to rely on MAC
airlift.

Between March 27 and early May, 17 C-5, four C-141, and four C—130 mis-
sions transported more than 1,000 tons of equipment and supplies to Alaska for the
cleanup operation. Flown by the 60th, 63d, 436th, and 438th Mil Alft Wgs and by
the 176th Tac Alft Gp, the cargo aircraft moved items such as helicopters, landing
craft, rubber boats, tow rigs, oil booms, oil skimmers, and buoys from Portland,
Oregon; Houston, Texas; Norfolk, Virginia; and Air Force bases in California,
Delaware, and New Jersey. Some equipment came from Exxon Corporation facil-
ities in the continental U.S. and some from DoD. One of the bulkiest items to be
transported on a C—5 was a 16-foot-long buoy that weighed eight tons.

Maj. John Sutton and his crew from the 709th Mil Alft Sq flew the most
unusual mission in a 436th Mil Alft Wg C-5 Galaxy when they transported 19
pallets of oil spill cleanup equipment from Billund, Denmark, and Helsinki,
Finland, to Alaska, using a polar route that required refueling in Iceland. The
Scandinavian-based equipment was on hand for oil spills in the North Sea.

Most of the 25 C-5, C-141, and C-130 airlift flights landed at Elmendorf
AFB, where they were unloaded by the 616th Aerial Port Squadron. Trucks trans-
ported the cargo to Valdez, headquarters of the cleanup operation.

Airlift was only one facet of the military disaster relief resulting from the
Exxon Valdez spill. Many Navy ships also played an important role in General
Mclnerney’s joint task force. Although the MAC effort ended in early May after
about six weeks, the cleanup continued until mid-September. Even then, southern
Alaska would require years to recover from the worst oil spill in North American
history.

102.

Name: Western Forest Fires.

Location: Idaho and California.

Date(s): Late July—August 7, 1989.

Emergency: Forest fires swept over thousands of acres in southern and western
Idaho, eastern Oregon, and California.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 60th, 62d, 63d, and 436th Mil Alft Wgs;
146th Tac Alft Wg; and 145th, 153d, and 943d Tac Alft Gps.

Airlifted: More than 990 fire-fighting soldiers and 850 tons of equipment,
including six helicopters, heavy equipment, fuel, medical vehicles, trucks, and
maintenance supplies; and 3,350 tons of chemical fire retardant.
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Aircraft Employed: C-5 (16), C—141 (8), and C-130 (8).

Operations: During late July and early August, forest fires swept across many
western states. They were especially severe in western and southern Idaho, east-
ern Oregon, and California. At the end of July, the Forest Service asked DoD for
hundreds of Army firefighters to assist its weary personnel. To transport the Army
troops and equipment to the BIFC, where fire-fighting efforts were centralized,
DoD relied on MAC.

Four military airlift wings from California, Washington, and Delaware
responded to the emergency. Between the end of July and August 7, they flew 16
C-5 and eight C—141 missions to airlift more than 990 Army firefighters and 850
tons of equipment and supplies to Boise. The cargo included six helicopters, med-
ical vehicles, trucks, fuel, and maintenance supplies for the fire-fighting Army
units. The troops came from Fort Riley, Kansas; Fort Polk, Louisiana; Fort
Campbell, Kentucky; and Fort Carson, Colorado. In most cases, MAC C—5s and
C—-141s transported the Army firefighters from Air Force bases near the Army
forts, including Forbes AFB, Kansas; England AFB, Louisiana; and Peterson
AFB, Colorado. Because there was no Air Force base in Kentucky, the USAF
used the Army airfield at Fort Campbell to load troops.

Army Col. Anthony C. Trifiletti, who commanded the fire-fighting task
force, took charge of the airlifted troops and equipment after they arrived at Boise.
Hundreds of soldiers had already received special fire-fighting training. Military
Airlift Command-gained ANG and AF Res units also participated in the western
forest fire emergency, flying eight C—130s equipped with MAFFSs to drop 3,350
tons of chemical fire retardant on the California fires.

The units included the 146th Tac Alft Wg of the California ANG; the 145th
Tac Alft Gp of the North Carolina ANG; the 153d Tac Alft Gp of the Wyoming
ANG; and the 943d Tac Alft Gp of the AF Res, based in California. Each unit flew
two specially equipped C—130s from Van Nuys, California.

The emergency airlift ended after August 7. By then, MAC, the ANG, and
the AF Res had flown more than 280 missions, using 32 aircraft.

103.

Name: Hurricane Hugo.

Location: West Indies and South Carolina.

Date(s): September 19-November 1989.

Emergency: Hurricane Hugo brought winds in excess of 125 mph, high seas, and
torrential rain that left thousands of people homeless and without adequate water,
food, and electricity.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 60th, 63d, 433d, 436th, 437th, 438th,
439th, and 459th Mil Alft Wgs; 105th and 172d Mil Alft Gps; 118th, 133d, 136th,
137th, 302d, 314th, 317th, and 403d Tac Alft Wgs; 109th, 130th, 135th, 139th,
165th, 166th, 167th, 176th, 189th, 907th, and 927th Tac Alft Gps; and Eighth Air
Force.
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Airlifted: More than 2,000 passengers and 4,330 tons of relief equipment and
supplies.

Aircraft Employed: C-5 (51), C—141 (53), C-130 (23), and KC-10 (1).
Operations: On September 17, Hurricane Hugo struck the Lesser Antilles in the
West Indies, bringing winds in excess of 125 mph, high seas, and torrential rain
to the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, and their neighbors. Hurricane Hugo left as
many as 150,000 people in the islands homeless. In St. Croix alone, 45,000 of
53,000 residents lost their homes. The storm left thousands without running water
and electricity, creating food shortages due to lack of refrigeration.

After its destructive sweep through the West Indies, Hurricane Hugo contin-
ued to move northwest, striking South Carolina near Charleston on the night of
September 21. Packing winds greater than 125 mph, the hurricane brought a 17-
foot tidal surge to Charleston. Winds destroyed hundreds of buildings and flood-
ing threatened residents. Hugo was the worst hurricane to hit the United States
since Camille in 1969.

Reacting to damage in the Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, and South Carolina,
President Bush declared them federal disaster areas. The Federal Emergency
Management Agency coordinated relief efforts, which involved one of the most
massive humanitarian airlifts in history.

For Hurricane Hugo relief missions, MAC employed at least 127 aircraft—
including 51 C—5s, 53 C-141s, and 23 C—130s—from 29 different Air Force orga-
nizations, including 15 ANG units and seven AF Res units. Only seven Air Force
units participating in Hurricane Hugo relief efforts were regular active duty MAC
organizations. A SAC KC-10 from the Eighth Air Force also assisted.

Flying from 33 locations across the continental United States to the disaster
areas, the aircraft transported more than 2,000 passengers and over 4,330 tons of
humanitarian cargo to Roosevelt Roads NAS and San Juan International Airport,
Puerto Rico; St. Thomas and St. Croix in the U.S. Virgin Islands; and Charleston,
South Carolina. The passengers included civil engineers, electricians, heavy
equipment operators, medical personnel, air traffic controllers, and hundreds of
evacuees. Canned food, bottled water, electrical cable, electrical generators, com-
munications vans, utility vehicles, water purification units, vehicles, tents, water
containers, plastic sheeting, and helicopters comprised most of the relief cargo.

Air Force aircraft began flying evacuation missions before the hurricane
struck. Using C—130s, the 314th and 317th Tac Alft Wgs evacuated 600 U.S. cit-
izens—including naval personnel, civilian contractors, and their families—from
Andros Town in the Bahamas. The 437th Mil Alft Wg at Charleston AFB evacu-
ated its C—141s to other bases before the storm hit, preserving them for use after
the emergency. The 53d Weather Squadron and 18th Weather Observation Flight,
using WC—-130s, tracked the storm, allowing people to receive ample warning.

Examples of some of the missions reflect the magnitude of the airlift opera-
tion. Between September 21 and 26, three C—5s of the Air National Guard’s 105th
Mil Alft Gp airlifted 10 vehicles, two UH-1 helicopters, 32 medical personnel,

110



North America

spare parts, and 70 tons of food and clothing to the Virgin Islands and Puerto
Rico. Other C—5s from the 433d and 439th Mil Alft Wgs transported tons of gen-
erators, cots, batteries, tents, and mobile air traffic control towers to St. Croix and
Puerto Rico.

Starlifters also flew many relief missions. The 63d and 438th Mil Alft Wgs’
C—141s transported mobile communications equipment to St. Croix and Puerto
Rico. The 459th Mil Alft Wg flew five disaster relief missions in as many days,
delivering 71 tons of relief supplies to St. Croix.

In addition to the C-5s and C-141s, C—130s flew many humanitarian mis-
sions. A 302d Tac Alft Wg C-130 flown by a 731st Tac Alft Sq crew flew relief
supplies to the islands of Antigua and Montserrat from Howard AFB in Panama,
where it was on rotation duty. Its cargo included chain saws, water containers, and
five tons of plastic sheeting. One 403d Tac Alft Wg C—130 carried civil engineers
and dry ice to Charleston after Hurricane Hugo struck.

Besides airlifting relief personnel and supplies to the disaster area, the Air
Force conducted aerial spraying flights in the Charleston area to control the mos-
quito population, which the hurricane’s flooding promised to multiply. The 907th
Tac Alft Gp sprayed 800,000 acres using a C—130E aircraft specially equipped
with spray apparatus. The flights eliminated thousands of mosquitoes that were
both a nuisance and potential disease carriers.

When Hurricane Hugo relief flights ended in November, they comprised the
largest MAC humanitarian airlift of the year. The effort demonstrated the ability
of the Regular Air Force, the AF Res, and the ANG to join together in a common
campaign and provided valuable experience for even greater demands overseas in
the near future.

104.

Name: California Earthquake.

Location: San Francisco.

Date(s): October 1989.

Emergency: An earthquake measuring 7.1 on the Richter scale devastated the
San Francisco Bay area.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 60th, 315th, 436th, and 437th Mil Alft
Wgs; 512th Mil Alft Wg (Associate); 146th Tac Alft Wg; 913th and 928th Tac Alft
Gps; 106th, 129th, and 939th Aerosp RR Gps; 3d and 709th Mil Alft Sqs; and
304th Aerosp RR Sq.

Airlifted: More than 250 tons of relief equipment and supplies and over 100 pas-
sengers.

Aircraft Employed: C-5 (three), C-141 (two), C—130 (eight), HC—130 (three),
H-3 (three), and UH-1 (one).

Operations: As darkness fell on October 17, the worst earthquake to hit
California since 1906 struck the San Francisco Bay region. Registering 7.1 on the
Richter scale, with an epicenter near Santa Cruz, the quake killed more than 60

111



Humanitarian Airlift Operations

people, injured 1,700, and deprived more than one million of electrical power. The
next day, President Bush declared the region a federal disaster area and FEMA
took charge of relief efforts.

The Military Airlift Command and airlift units of the AF Res and ANG
responded to the call for federal assistance. They employed 20 aircraft—includ-
ing C-5s, C—141s, C-130s, HC-130s, H-3s, and a UH—1—in the relief opera-
tion. During October, the 16 airplanes and four helicopters transported more than
250 tons of equipment and supplies to earthquake victims and moved more than
100 passengers, including medical personnel, construction workers, and parares-
cuemen.

The airlift began on October 19, when a 60th Mil Alft Wg C-5 Galaxy air-
lifted a fire truck, heavy rescue vehicles, and paramedics from Los Alamitos NAS
to Monterey, where a shopping center roof had collapsed. That same day, the
437th Mil Alft Wg from Charleston AFB, South Carolina, flew a C—141 Starlifter
with three tons of relief supplies from Martinsburg, West Virginia, to Moffett
Field NAS in the earthquake zone.

On October 24, two 436th Mil Alft Wg C—5s—flown by crews from the 3d
and 709th Mil Alft Sqs from the 436th Mil Alft Wg and the 512th Mil Alft Wg
(Associate)—transported more than 100 tons of electrical equipment from
Tennessee and Pennsylvania to Moffett Field NAS. Maj. Edward F. Briggs and his
crew carried two Tennessee Valley Authority 500,000-volt circuit breakers from
Nashville, while a crew led by Maj. Dennis O. Vance transported three
Westinghouse 230,000-volt circuit breakers and electrical parts from Pittsburgh.
The airlifted equipment allowed California utility workers to restore electrical
power to hundreds of thousands of people in the San Francisco Bay area.

Air Force Reserve organizations also participated in the earthquake relief
operation, transporting 149 tons of cargo and 97 passengers. A 315th Mil Alft Wg
C-141 moved tons of excess Hurricane Hugo relief supplies from Charleston
AFB to San Francisco. Two C—130s from the 913th and 928th Tac Alft Gps moved
Navy Seabees and construction equipment from Fort Hunter Liggett, California,
to San Francisco. The 939th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Group’s 304th
Aerosp RR Sq flew two HC—130s, a UH-1, and an HH-3 from Portland, Oregon,
carrying physicians, pararescuemen, and a communications van to McClellan
AFB near Sacramento, for use in the disaster area.

Units of the ANG joined the massive operation. Using one HC—130 and two
H-3 helicopters, crews from the 106th and 129th Aerosp RR Gps flew medical
evacuation and damage assessment missions from Moffett Field. Six C—130s of
the California Air National Guard’s 146th Tac Alft Wg ferried medical personnel
around the earthquake area. The USAF, AF Res, and ANG personnel and
resources played a major role in the overall relief operation and gained valuable
experience working as part of a total force.
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105.

Name: Painted Cave Fire.

Location: California.

Date(s): June—July 1990.

Emergency: A forest fire burned 4,900 acres and destroyed 450 homes.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 146th Tac Alft Wg and 145th, 943d, and
1532d Tac Alft Gps.

Airlifted: Liquid fire suppressant, firefighters, and equipment.

Aircraft Employed: C-130 (10+).

Operations: A forest fire broke out just north of Santa Barbara in late June. It
spread quickly, eventually engulfing 4,900 acres and destroying 450 homes. To
contain the blaze, the California Department of Forestry and the Forest Service
relied on ANG and AF Res units and their C—130 Hercules aircraft.

Eight C-130s, equipped with MAFFSs, sprayed the fire from the air. The
California Air National Guard’s 146th Tac Alft Wg and the Air Force Reserve’s
943d Tac Alft Gp flew the aerial spraying missions, dropping a chemical that
served as both a fire suppressant and a fertilizer to encourage new tree growth
after the fire.

Other C-130s, flow by crews from the 145th and the 1532d Tac Alft Gps
from North Carolina and Wyoming, flew fire-fighting missions, airlifting forestry
personnel and equipment. With air support, the Painted Cave Fire was under con-
trol by July 2.

106.

Name: Arctic Crash.

Location: Greenland.

Date(s): November 1, 1991.

Emergency: An aircraft with 18 people aboard crashed in a blizzard near the
North Pole.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 60th Mil Alft Wg and 22d Mil Alft Sq.
Airlifted: Two UH-60G helicopters and a 36-man rescue team.

Aircraft Employed: C-5 (one).

Operations: On October 30, a Canadian C—130 aircraft with 18 crew members
aboard crashed in a blizzard about 300 miles from the North Pole. With only
about two hours of daylight per day in which to search for survivors, the
Canadians asked for help from the United States.

The Twenty-second Air Force diverted a 60th Mil Alft Wg C—5 that was stag-
ing at Elmendorf AFB, Alaska, on its way home from Japan to California to assist
with the rescue effort. Commanded by Maj. Gregory Doten and a 22d Mil Alft Sq
crew, the C—5 loaded a 36-man search and rescue team from the Alaskan National
Guard and two UH-60G Pavehawk helicopters with night vision apparatus.

On November 1, the Galaxy discharged its rescue team and the helicopters at
Thule, Greenland, to aid the search. The rescuers found 13 survivors of the air-
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plane crash and transported them to a hospital in Thule for treatment. They had
endured two days of subfreezing blizzard conditions.

107.

Name: Hurricane Andrew.

Location: Florida.

Date(s): August 25—October 1992.

Emergency: A hurricane with wind gusts as high as 164 mph destroyed thou-
sands of homes in southern Florida, leaving at least 180,000 people homeless.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 60th, 62d, 63d, 94th, 118th, 123d, 137th,
302d, 315th, 349th, 403d, 433d, 436th, 437th, 439th, 440th, 445th, 459th, and
512th Airlift Wings (Alft Wgs); 452d Air Refueling Wing; 939th Rescue Wing;
105th, 130th, 135th, 145th, 164th, 165th, 166th, 167th, 172d, 179th, 908th, 911th,
913th, 914th, and 928th Airlift Groups (Alft Gps); 98th Air Refueling Group;
919th Special Operations Group (Sp Ops Gp); 68th, 327th, 328th, 337th, 356th,
357th, 700th, 731st, 756th, 757th, 758th, and 815th Airlift Squadrons (Alft Sqs);
and 301st and 304th Rscu Sgs.

Airlifted: In the first 10 days, 14,000 tons of relief cargo, including food, water,
generators, tents, refrigerators, stoves, blankets, toilets, diapers, paper products, bev-
erages, fuel, heavy equipment, trucks, bulldozers, ice, batteries, medical supplies,
and communications equipment. By September 25, 21,400 tons of cargo, including
that airlifted by commercial aircraft on contract; and 13,500 passengers, including
Army engineers, marines, returning evacuees, and disaster evaluation teams.
Aircraft Employed: C-130, C-5, C-141, KC-10, KC-135, and HH-60 (num-
bers unspecified) (724 missions by end of September).

Operations: On August 24, Hurricane Andrew hit southern Florida in the Miami
area with sustained winds of 140 mph and gusts up to 164 mph, making it the
worst hurricane to hit the United States since Hurricane Camille in 1969. The
storm destroyed 63,000 homes and damaged thousands more, leaving at least
180,000 residents homeless. About 750,000 people lost electrical power and run-
ning water. Hurricane Andrew also destroyed Homestead AFB.

Hurricane Andrew had not finished its destructive path when it crossed the
southern tip of Florida. It intensified over the Gulf of Mexico before hitting
Louisiana southwest of New Orleans on August 25. The destruction in Louisiana
was a small fraction of that south of Miami. To aid southern Florida, President
Bush ordered a massive relief operation to be coordinated by FEMA, and a host
of military organizations responded to the emergency.

The largest domestic relief airlift in the history of the U.S. Air Force followed.
In the first ten days alone, Air Force aircraft from AMC, the AF Res, and the ANG
flew 697 missions to south Florida, averaging almost 70 flights a day. By
September 5, the USAF had delivered 14,000 tons of relief cargo, only slightly
less than that delivered to Saudi Arabia in the first 10 days of Desert Shield.
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The cargo included heavy equipment such as bulldozers, trucks, generators,
communications equipment, and water purifiers. Hundreds of aircraft—including
C-130s, C-141s, C-5s, KC-135s, KC-10s, and HH-60s—delivered large
amounts of fuel, food, water, blankets, medical supplies, tents, refrigerators,
propane stoves, toilets, diapers, paper goods, showers, ice, and batteries.
Thousands of relief workers rode aboard the Air Force transports, including
marines, Army civil engineers, Homestead personnel returning from their pre-
storm evacuation, and disaster assessment teams.

The Hurricane Andrew relief airlift demonstrated the Defense Department’s
“total force” concept by integrating the resources and services of Regular Air
Force organizations with those of the AF Res and ANG. By October, at least 20
C—130 wings and groups, nine C—141 wings and groups, and seven C—5 wings
and groups flew relief missions to south Florida. Three other wings also employed
KC-135 and KC-10 tankers and HH-60 rescue helicopters in the gigantic oper-
ation. The AF Res flew at least 191 missions, delivering 2,700 tons of cargo and
2,886 passengers. The ANG used 42 aircraft from 13 organizations to transport
565 tons of cargo and 413 passengers to south Florida in August.

Although the aircrews, aircraft, and relief supplies came from all over the
United States, two of the most important staging bases for Hurricane Andrew
relief were Charleston AFB in South Carolina, hub of the strategic airlift portion,
and Dobbins Air Reserve Base in Georgia, where the 94th Alft Wg coordinated
tactical airlift missions. Air Force transports loaded cargo and personnel from as
far away as Guantanamo Bay, Cuba; Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico; and Howard
Air Base in Panama. Most of the equipment, supplies, and personnel came from
the continental United States. Airlift terminals in south Florida receiving the cargo
included the remnants of Homestead AFB, Miami International Airport, Opa-
Locka Coast Guard Air Station, and Kendall-Tamiami Airport.

The Air Mobility Command relied on commercial contract airlift to supple-
ment its fleet of C—130s, C—141s, and C—5s to deliver relief supplies to southern
Florida. By September 25, military and commercial aircraft had airlifted over
21,400 tons of relief equipment and supplies to the disaster zone. At least 13,500
workers rode aboard the aircraft. The huge operation laid the foundation for
southern Florida’s recovery from one of the worst disasters in U.S. history.

108.

Name: Winter Storm.

Location: Florida.

Date(s): March 13-14, 1993.

Emergency: A huge winter storm flooded beachfront areas on Florida’s coast.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 301st Rscu Sq.

Airlifted: 93 flood victims.

Aircraft Employed: HH-60 (two) and HC—130 (one).

Operations: Between March 12 and 15, a gigantic winter storm swept across the
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eastern United States from the Gulf of Mexico to Maine. Packing winds that
sometimes exceeded 100 mph and dropping tremendous amounts of snow as far
south as Florida, the storm was called the “storm of the century” or a “snow hur-
ricane.” The blizzard left 238 people dead, including 50 in Pennsylvania and 44 in
Florida, where tornadoes compounded the destruction.

Only seven months earlier, Hurricane Andrew had devastated south Florida.
Flooding in Hernando Beach, on Florida’s west coast, forced people to flee their
homes or to climb up onto rooftops. A 301st Rscu Sq HC-130 from Patrick AFB
located some stranded flood victims and reported them to the Coast Guard. Two
of the squadron’s HH-60 helicopters evacuated survivors to higher ground. The
squadron aircraft helped to rescue 93 people.

109.

Name: Midwest Flood.

Location: Iowa, Missouri, and Illinois.

Date(s): July 11-August 1, 1993.

Emergency: A spectacular flood inundated 16,000 square miles in eight mid-
western states.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 60th, 62d, and 433d Alft Wgs; and other
unspecified AMC, AF Res, and ANG airlift wings.

Airlifted: 797 tons of relief equipment and supplies, including one million empty
sandbags, 14 water purification systems, water trucks, and five electrical genera-
tors; and 141 passengers, including Army troops.

Aircraft Employed: At least 20, including C—5s and C—141s.

Operations: Torrential rain in the midwestern United States flooded the upper
Mississippi and lower Missouri Rivers and their tributaries. Water covered about
16,000 square miles in eight states from Minnesota to Kansas. The worst flood-
ing occurred in lowa, Missouri, and Illinois, where more than 14,000 people filled
Red Cross shelters. At Des Moines, Iowa, floodwaters contaminated the main
water treatment plant, leaving 250,000 people without clean water.

After President Bill Clinton declared the region a federal disaster area,
FEMA and the United States Forces Command requested military airlift support
to deliver sandbags, water purification systems, generators, and workers. The sub-
sequent airlift, which lasted from July 11 to August 1, used C—5 Galaxies and
C—141 Starlifters on more than 20 missions to Missouri, Illinois, and Iowa. They
transported 797 tons of cargo, including 14 water purification systems, water
trucks, five electrical generators, and one million empty sandbags. They also
moved 141 passengers, mostly Army troops to operate the water systems and fill
the sandbags. Aircrews came from the AMC, AF Res, and the ANG.

Between July 12 and 27, Air Force C—S5s picked up Army National Guard
water purification systems at various locations, including Little Rock and
Maxwell AFB, Alabama, and took them to Des Moines International Airport.
Some of the systems, which had been used in Saudi Arabia during Desert Storm,
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weighed 19 tons each, stood 10 feet tall, and could process 3,000 gallons of water
an hour. Among the participating C—5 units were the 60th Alft Wg of Travis AFB,
California, and the 68th Alft Sq of the 433d Alft Wg, an AF Res organization sta-
tioned at Kelly AFB, Texas.

During the same month, C—141 Starlifters from as far away as California,
Washington, and South Carolina moved empty sandbags to the disaster region.
Air Force personnel from Scott AFB, Illinois, and Whiteman AFB, Missouri, near
the flooded areas, volunteered to fill sandbags to shore up surviving levees.
Eventually the rain decreased and river levels fell, allowing thousands of people
to return home and begin the long process of economic recovery.

110.

Name: Southern California Wildfires.

Location: California.

Date(s): October and November 1993.

Emergency: Fires burned more than 167,000 acres.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 146th and 302d Alft Wgs, 153d Alft Gp,
and 731st Alft Sq.

Airlifted: At least 1,000 tons of fire retardant.

Aircraft Employed: C-130 (six).

Operations: Wildfires spread across 167,722 acres of southern California,
threatening farms and homes around Los Angeles. To help the Forest Service bat-
tle the blazes, AF Res and ANG C-130 units employed planes equipped with the
MAFEFS.

Two C-130s from the Air Force Reserve’s 302d Alft Wg from Peterson AFB,
Colorado, participated in the operation, with Maj. Luke Coker of the 731st Alft
Sq leading the mission. Other Hercules aircraft came from the ANG, including
the 146th Alft Wg of Channel Islands ANG Station, California, and the 153d Alft
Gp from Cheyenne, Wyoming. By early November, the six C—130s, staging from
Channel Islands, had dropped at least 1,000 tons of fire retardant. The Air Force
effort, combined with the arrival of cooler, wetter weather, helped the Forest
Service ground crews contain the fires, saving many homes.

111.

Name: Southern California Earthquake.

Location: Los Angeles.

Date(s): January 17-25, 1994.

Emergency: An earthquake registering at least 6.6 on the Richter scale struck
southern California.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 146th, 433d, 439th, 445th, 62d, 436th,
437th, and 438th Alft Wgs; and 144th Ftr Wg.

Airlifted: 170 tons of relief cargo and 270 disaster relief workers.

Aircraft Employed: C-5 (six), C—141 (four), C—123 (two), and C-130 (one).
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Operations: Early on the morning of January 17, an earthquake registering at
least 6.6 on the Richter scale struck Northridge in southern California, just north-
west of Los Angeles. The earthquake and thousands of aftershocks left at least
35,000 people homeless and 210,000 homes without utilities. The Federal
Emergency Management Agency, supported by DoD, organized relief efforts.

Between January 17 and 25, the AMC, AF Res, and ANG conducted a
humanitarian airlift operation for California earthquake victims. Using C-S5s,
C—141s, C-123s, and a C-130, they transported 170 tons of relief equipment and
supplies—including fire trucks, generators, communications vans, first aid sup-
plies, and search and rescue equipment—to the disaster area. They also carried
270 disaster relief workers.

March AFB at Riverside, about 75 miles from the earthquake’s epicenter,
served as a staging base, and most flights terminated at Los Alamitos in the dis-
aster area. Among the participating airlift wings were the Air National Guard’s
146th and the Air Force Reserve’s 433d, 439th, and 445th. Aircraft and crews
came from California, Texas, Massachusetts, Delaware, South Carolina,
Washington, and New Jersey. California’s 144th Ftr Wg used a pair of C-123
transports in the emergency.

One C-5, from the 433d Alft Wg, ferried 40 tons of relief cargo—including
first aid supplies, search and rescue equipment, and ground-penetrating radar—
from Travis AFB in California to Los Alamitos. It also delivered 168 relief work-
ers and six search dogs. Other C—5s from the Massachusetts 439th Alft Wg air-
lifted relief workers and equipment, including communications vans, from the
east to the west coast.

112.
Name: Western Forest Fires.
Location: California, Arizona, Idaho, Nevada, Montana, and Washington.
Date(s): June—September 12, 1994.
Emergency: Fires consumed more than two million acres of forest and brush in
Six western states.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 146th and 302d Alft Wgs and 145th and
153d Alft Gps.
Airlifted: Nearly five million gallons of fire-retardant chemicals.
Aircraft Employed: C—130 (eight+).
Operations: When forest fires in California’s San Bernardino and Angeles
National Forests threatened homes in June, the Forest Service enlisted the help of
the Air Force Reserve’s 302d Alft Wg from Peterson AFB, Colorado. Three of the
wing’s C—130s, equipped with the MAFFS, fought the fire by spraying fire-retar-
dant chemicals from the air.

As fires continued to spread, not only in California but also in neighboring
Arizona, additional C—130 units from the ANG joined the Forest Service effort.
These included the 145th Alft Gp from Charlotte, North Carolina; the 153d Alft

118



North America

Gp from Cheyenne, Wyoming; and the 146th Alft Wg from Channel Islands ANG
Base, California.

The season proved to be one of the worst in recent memory, with major new
fires breaking out in Nevada, Washington, Idaho, and Montana. The same C-130
units participated in fire-fighting operations in those states, the 302d and the
146th operating out of Boise, Idaho, and the 145th and 153d flying out of
Spokane, Washington.

By the middle of September, the C—130s had dispensed nearly five million
gallons of fire retardant around fires in six western states. The air missions, com-
bined with fire-fighting operations on the ground and the arrival of cooler, wet
weather, contained the fires only after they had consumed over two million acres
of western forest and brush.
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Chapter 2
Latin America

For the purposes of this book, Latin America encompasses the countries,
colonies, and territories of the Western Hemisphere excluding Alaska, Canada,
and the continental United States. It includes South America, Mexico, Central
America, the West Indies, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands.

Humanitarian airlifts to Latin America have been more numerous than to any
other region outside the continental United States. They have averaged more than
two per year between 1947 and 1994, with a total of 110 airlifts. In that period,
the Air Force used more than 700 aircraft to deliver over 22,000 tons of relief
cargo to Latin America.

The nations and territories “south of the border” are strategically significant
to the United States because of their proximity to and strong economic ties with
the United States. This proximity has made airlifts to the region relatively easy,
and U.S. bases in Cuba, Puerto Rico, and Panama have also facilitated relief
flights. More than half of the Latin American relief operations involved Central
America and Mexico.

Natural disasters such as floods, earthquakes, and tropical storms prompted
the overwhelming majority of humanitarian airlifts to Latin America. The region
has also been politically unstable. Although international wars have been rare, dic-
tatorships, revolutions, and civil wars have been relatively common and some of
these political crises generated the need for relief flights. The Denton Amendment
to a defense appropriations bill in 1985 allowed DoD to deliver privately donated
humanitarian cargo to Central America.

The United States did not limit humanitarian operations to democracies in
Latin America. Relief missions were flown to more than 20 countries with a vari-
ety of political structures. After Fidel Castro came to power in Cuba in 1959, he
aligned his country with the Soviet Union and relied on Moscow for aid and, thus,
no U.S. humanitarian airlifts went to Cuba.

During the Cold War, Soviet and Cuban leaders argued that the United States
ruthlessly exploited Latin American nations. U.S. humanitarian airlifts to Latin
America help to counter that argument, demonstrating the commitment of the
United States to the well-being of its southern neighbors.

121



Humanitarian Airlift Operations
Statistics: Latin American Airlifts

Number of humanitarian airlifts: 110.

Most common emergencies: floods (30), earthquakes (20), and hurricanes and
tropical storms (16).

Most frequent recipients: Panama (13), Nicaragua (12), and Colombia (9).
Three largest operations, in chronological order: Amigos Airlift, 1960 (over 1,000
tons); Caribbean Storms, 1979 (2,900 tons); and Haitian Refugees, 1991-1994
(over 6,000 tons).
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Chronological Listing: Latin American Airlifts

1. Panamanian Yellow Fever Outbreak
2. Ecuadoran Earthquake

3. Costa Rican Yellow Fever Epidemic
4. Ecuadoran Flood

5. Operation Salud

6. Hurricane Hazel

7. Tampico Flood

8. Costa Rican Flood

9. Magdalena River Flood

10. Argentinean Polio Epidemic
11. Guatemalan Polio Epidemic
12. Arequipa Earthquake

13. Brazilian Floods

14. Amigos Airlift

15. Hurricane Hattie

16. Colombian Flood and Famine
17. Honduran Medical Airlift
18. Alazan Famine

19. Parana Fires

20. Hurricane Flora

21. Panama Canal Zone Evacuation
22. Bahia Flood

23. Costa Rican Volcano

24. Nicaraguan Medical Airlift
25. Panamanian Forest Fires

26. Bolivian Epidemic

27. Hurricane Cleo

28. Bocas del Toro Storm

29. Central Chilean Earthquake
30. El Salvadoran Earthquake
31. Honduran Flood

32. Hurricane Inez

33. Bold Party

34. Peruvian Earthquake

35. Quibdé Fire

36. Panamanian Flood

37. Venezuelan Earthquake

38. Bonny Date

39. Savage Fly

40. Bolivian Floods

41. Ecuadoran Drought

Latin America

Jan. 1949

Aug. 1940
Sept. 1951
Mar.—Apr. 1953
Sept.—Oct. 1954
Oct. 1954
Sept.—Oct. 1955
Oct. 1955
Nov.—Dec. 1955
Mar. 1956

June 1959

Jan. 1960
Mar.—Apr. 1960
May—June 1960
Nov. 1961
Aug.—Sept. 1962
Jan. 1963

May 1963

Sept. 1963

Oct. 1963
Jan.—Feb. 1964
Jan.—Feb. 1964
Jan. and May—June 1964
Feb. 1964

Apr. 1964
June—July 1964
Aug. 1964
Sept. 1964

Apr. 1965

May 1965

Sept. 1965

Oct. 1966

Oct. 1966

Oct. 1966

Oct. 1966

Nov. 1966
July—Aug. 1967
Sept.—Oct. 1967
Jan—May 1968
Feb. 1968

Apr. 1968
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42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
6l.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
3.
&4.
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Mount Arenal Eruption
Nicaraguan Flood
Combat Mosquito
Honduran Refugees
Hurricane Francelia
Central American Floods
Peruvian Earthquake
Puerto Rican Floods
Colombian Flood

Costa Rican Flood
Ecuadoran Earthquake
Bolivian Flood

Project Volcan

Coronet Roundup
Chilean Double Disaster
Mexican Flash Flood
Hurricane Edith
Tropical Storm Fern
Peruvian Floods and Earthquake
Managua Earthquake
Nicaraguan Medfly
Guatemalan Flood

Panamanian Encephalomyelitis Outbreak

Colombian Flood
Western Panamanian Flood
Bolivian Flood

Chilean Flood
Colombian Mud Slides
Hurricane Fifi

Recife Flood

Kingston Homeless
Operation Earthquake
Bolivian Airplane Crash
Hurricane Greta

Costa Rican Flood
Guyanese Disaster
Saint Vincent Volcano
Nicaraguan Evacuation
Caribbean Storms
Bolivian Evacuation
Panamanian Flood
Colombian Earthquake
Nicaraguan Flood

July—Aug. 1968
Aug. 1968
May 1969
July—Sept. 1969
Sept. 1969

Jan. and Apr. 1970

June—July 1970
Oct. 1970
Nov. 1970
Dec. 1970
Dec. 1970
Feb. 1971
Mar. 1971

June 1971-May 1975

July 1971

July 1971

Sept. 1971

Sept. 1971
Mar—Apr. 1972

Dec. 1972-Jan. 1973

Apr—May 1973
June 1973
July 1973
Oct. 1973
Nov. 1973
Feb. 1974
July 1974
July 1974
Sept.—Oct. 1974
July 1975
Jan. 1976
Feb.—June 1976
Oct. 1976
Sept.—Oct. 1978
Oct. 1978
Nov.—Dec. 1978
Apr. 1979
June—July 1979
Aug.—Nov. 1979
Nov. 1979
Nov. 1979
Dec. 1979

Dec. 1979—Mar. 1980



85.
86.
87.
88.
9.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.

Belizean Flood

Hurricane Allen

Coco River Flood

Peruvian Earthquake
Panamanian Bridge Collapse
Popayan Earthquake
Peruvian Flood

Ecuadoran Flood
Argentinean Earthquake
Chilean Earthquake
Mexican Earthquakes

Puerto Rican Mud Slides
Colombian Volcano
Jamaican Flood

El Salvadoran Earthquake
100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.

Dupont Plaza Hotel Fire
Ecuadoran Earthquakes
Hurricane Gilbert
Peruvian Cholera Epidemic
Haitian Refugees

Bolivian Epidemic
Nicaraguan Relief
Panamanian Orphan Relief
Nicaraguan Airlift
Guatemalan Airlift

Safe Haven

Latin America

Dec. 1979

Aug. 1980

Oct. 1980

July 1981

May 1982

Apr. 1983
June—July 1983
July—Aug. 1983
Feb. 1985

Mar. 1985

Sept. 1985

Oct. 1985

Nov. 1985

June 1986
Oct.—Nov. 1986
Jan. 1987

Mar. 1987

Sept. 1988—Feb. 1989
Apr. 1991

Nov. 1991-Sept. 1994
Apr. 1992

May 1992

Dec. 1992

Late 1993

Nov. 1993
Aug.—Sept. 1994
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Operations: Latin American Airlifts

1.

Name: Panamanian Yellow Fever Outbreak.

Location: Republic of Panama.

Date(s): January 16, 1949.

Emergency: The first case of yellow fever in 20 years was reported around
Pecora, Panama, raising fears of an epidemic.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 98th Bombardment Group (Medium).
Airlifted: 75,000 doses of yellow fever vaccine.

Aircraft Employed: B-29 (one).

Operations: During late December 1948, men clearing jungle near Pacora,
Panama, about 15 miles east of Panama City, contracted yellow fever. The Pan
American Sanitary Bureau noted this as the first outbreak of the disease in 20
years. By January 1949, eight persons developed yellow fever symptoms and six
died. Panama Canal Zone officials planned a vaccination campaign.

The United States Public Health Service stored yellow fever vaccine at its
serum laboratory in Hamilton, Montana, just south of Missoula. They asked the
Air Force to airlift serum to Panama. On January 16, the Fifteenth Air Force’s 92d
Bombardment Wing at Spokane AFB, Washington, flew two B-29 Superfort-
resses to Missoula to pick up the vaccine and carry it to the Canal Zone. Engine
trouble forced one plane to land at MacDill AFB, Florida. But the other B-29,
belonging to the 98th Bombardment Group (Medium), completed the mission to
the Canal Zone on January 16, delivering 75,000 doses of yellow fever vaccine.

The Panama Canal Zone Health Department inoculated U.S. military per-
sonnel, Panama Canal employees, and Panamanian citizens. By January 24, more
than 30,000 people had been vaccinated against yellow fever, and the epidemic
threat faded.

2.

Name: Ecuadoran Earthquake.

Location: Republic of Ecuador.

Date(s): August 10-19, 1949.

Emergency: An earthquake measuring 7.5 on the Richter scale struck central
Ecuador.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Caribbean Air Command.

Airlifted: 41 tons of food, clothing, tents, medical supplies, and communications
equipment.

Aircraft Employed: C—47 (12).

Operations: A severe earthquake registering 7.5 on the Richter scale struck the
high valleys of central Ecuador in the Andes on Thursday, August 4, killing 5,000
people and leaving 100,000 homeless. More than half of the 6,000 inhabitants of
the town of Pelileo, near the earthquake epicenter, perished. Ambato, a city of
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40,000 people 45 miles south of Quito and the capital of agricultural Tungurahua
province, lost 80 percent of its buildings, including its cathedral. A priest and 60
children awaiting their first communion were among those who died. Many other
towns, including Patate, Pillaro, Guano, Totoras, Montalinos, and Cevallos, suf-
fered severe damage.

President Galo Plaza of Ecuador appealed for relief through the disaster ser-
vice of the American Red Cross. On Sunday, August 7, Army and American Red
Cross disaster teams flew from the Panama Canal Zone to Quito to arrange an air-
lift. Meanwhile, between August 4 and 10, the joint Caribbean Command col-
lected relief supplies—including food, clothing, tents, medical supplies, and
emergency communications equipment—at the Panama Canal Depot in the Canal
Zone from stocks at various bases in the Caribbean area. Almost 29 tons were
loaded aboard 12 Caribbean Air Command C—47 aircraft on August 10 and flown
to Quito on August 11 and 12. The planes continued to shuttle supplies between
Howard AFB, Canal Zone, and Quito and Ambato, Ecuador, until August 19.

Between August 11 and 19, Caribbean Air Command aircraft flew 594 emer-
gency support personnel and 41 tons of relief supplies to Ecuador in a series of
74 flights. Air Force planes evacuated 274 earthquake victims from Ambato to
Quito for medical treatment. The support personnel and relief supplies furnished
by the United States, together with aid from other nations, put Ecuador on the
road to recovery by month’s end.

3.

Name: Costa Rican Yellow Fever Epidemic.

Location: Republic of Costa Rica.

Date(s): September 7-25, 1951.

Emergency: A yellow fever outbreak in the jungle lowlands of northern Costa

Rica killed at least 24 people and threatened to become a major epidemic.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Flight B, 4th Air Rscu Sq.

Airlifted: Yellow fever vaccine and Costa Rican medical personnel.

Aircraft Employed: C—82 (one) and H-5 (one).

Operations: During June, a yellow fever epidemic broke out in Alajuela, Heredia,

and Limon provinces in the jungle lowlands of northern Costa Rica. For the next

three months, Costa Rican public health officials attempted to contain the tropical

disease, vaccinating 50,000 people in cooperation with the Pan American Sanitary

Bureau and the yellow fever vaccine laboratory at Bogota, Colombia. By Septem-

ber 10, 17 people had died and 80 others were suspected to have the disease. The

Republic of Costa Rica appealed for international assistance to help inoculate per-

sons in remote jungle areas. The State Department referred the request to DoD.
Defense Department officials directed that a helicopter ferry vaccine and

medical personnel to the isolated areas. On September 7, a C—82 belonging to

Flight B, 4th Air Rscu Sq, at March AFB, California, carried a disassembled H-5

helicopter via Westover AFB, Massachusetts, to the Canal Zone, where it was
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unloaded and reassembled. The H-5 flew from Panama to Costa Rica on
September 11. For the next two weeks, the helicopter, piloted by Capt. John R.
Peacock, ferried Costa Rican medical personnel and yellow fever vaccine to 37
remote villages in a 6,000-square-mile area to help inoculate 978 persons. The
H-5 operated from a staging base at Altamira, near the Nicaraguan border.

Costa Rican public health officials Dr. Oscar Vargas and Dr. José Cabezas
monitored the emergency, along with Dr. Fred L. Soper, director of the Pan
American Sanitary Bureau. By the third week in September, they had found no
new cases of yellow fever. On September 25, the 4th Air Rscu Sq helicopter con-
cluded emergency medical missions in Costa Rica after helping to end the three-
month epidemic, which killed at least 24 people.

4.

Name: Ecuadoran Flood.

Location: Republic of Ecuador.

Date(s): March 28—April 14, 1953.

Emergency: Heavy rain caused flooding that washed out roads and railroad beds
between Ecuador’s two largest cities, interrupting the movement of food supplies.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Caribbean Air Command.

Airlifted: 657 tons of supplies, mostly food.

Aircraft Employed: C—47 (six).

Operations: Heavy spring rain in central Ecuador washed out major roads and
railways connecting Ecuador’s two largest cities, Guayaquil, a port on the Pacific
Ocean coast, and Quito, the country’s capital, high in the Andes. Through the U.S.
ambassador, Paul Daniels, Ecuador requested assistance to build an air bridge
between the cities until ground transportation routes reopened. On March 28, Lt.
Col. Hubert Brandon, assistant chief of the Air Force mission to Ecuador, began
coordinating a Caribbean Air Command airlift from Albrook AFB in the Panama
Canal Zone to Ecuador, and between Quito and Guayaquil.

An aerial survey crew from Albrook photographed the flooded regions of
Ecuador, enabling engineers to repair the flood-damaged highways and railroads
more rapidly. The Caribbean Air Command hauled two tons of water purification
chemicals and large quantities of gasoline from the Canal Zone to Ecuador. Six
C—47 aircraft—five from Albrook AFB and one from the Air Force mission to
Ecuador—ferried sugar, salt, rice, and gasoline from Guayaquil to Quito, and
meat and vegetables on the return leg.

The planes navigated the 150 miles of hazardous air corridors through pass-
es in the cloud-shrouded Andes that provided the only link between the two cities
for 17 days, flying 544 hours without an accident. Over 200 members of the
Caribbean Air Command participated in the operation, helping transport 657 tons
of food and supplies to and within Ecuador between March 28 and April 14.

By mid-April, surface transportation between Guayaquil and Quito was
restored, rendering further emergency airlift assistance unnecessary. The
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Ecuadoran ministry of economics praised the airlift as a demonstration of soli-
darity between the peoples of the United States and Ecuador.

5.

Name: Operation Salud (Honduran Flood).

Location: Republic of Honduras.

Date(s): September 29-October 7, 1954.

Emergency: Heavy rain from Hurricane Gilda flooded the Sula Valley of
Honduras.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 26th Air Rscu Sq and other units of the
Caribbean Air Command.

Airlifted: 50 tons of food, medicine, rafts, and water purification equipment.
Aircraft Employed: C—47 (10), H-19 (2), and SA-16 (1).

Operations: Heavy rain from Hurricane Gilda drenched northwestern Honduras
at the end of September. The Chamelecon and Ulua Rivers inundated 680 square
miles of the Sula Valley. The high water destroyed thousands of acres of banana
plantations and left 3,000 people homeless. When the rivers crested on September
27, President Dr. Juan Manuel Galvez of Honduras took charge of relief opera-
tions. He appealed for aid to the U.S. ambassador, Whiting Willauer, in the capi-
tal city of Tegucigalpa, and President Eisenhower assigned U.S. military relief
operations to the Caribbean Command.

On September 29, a Caribbean Command survey team arrived at San Pedro
Sula in the stricken area of Honduras with an SA—16 amphibious plane from
Albrook AFB in the Panama Canal Zone. The Caribbean Air Command, which was
the Air Force component of the Caribbean Command, began sending C—47 aircraft
laden with food rations, medical supplies, emergency rafts, and water purification
equipment from Albrook to Honduras on September 30. That same day, U.S. mili-
tary personnel set up emergency communications equipment at San Pedro Sula.

On October 2, a joint task force under Col. W. C. Morse, an Air Force mem-
ber of the Caribbean Command, took charge of relief operations in Honduras,
coordinating Army, Air Force, and Navy missions with Honduran government
officials. On October 3, the task force designated the activities Operation Salud.
Commander of the Caribbean Command, Maj. Gen. R. C. Hood, arrived in San
Pedro Sula on October 4 to review relief efforts firsthand.

Between September 30 and October 7, while Army and Navy boats and heli-
copters evacuated flood victims and transported medical, engineering, and com-
munications personnel and supplies within Honduras, 10 Caribbean Air
Command C—47 aircraft moved food, medicine, and other emergency cargo from
the Panama Canal Zone to Honduras. Air Force planes airlifted almost 50 tons of
relief supplies, mostly food, to Honduran flood victims.

On October 9, Air Force personnel returned from San Pedro Sula to Albrook
AFB. Further U.S. military relief operations in Honduras that month were handled
by Navy personnel.
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6.

Name: Hurricane Hazel.

Location: Republic of Haiti and the Bahamas.

Date(s): October 1954.

Emergency: Hurricane Hazel hit southwestern Haiti, bringing high winds, tides,
and rain. It also hit Eleuthera Island in the Bahamas.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Eighteenth Air Force, 456th and 463d Trp
Carr Wgs, and 28th Air Rscu Sq.

Airlifted: More than seven tons of food, mostly rice, and medical supplies; and
10 injured victims airlifted to hospitals.

Aircraft Employed: C-119 (four+) and H-19 (one).

Operations: On October 12, Columbus Day, Hurricane Hazel hit a peninsula in
southwestern Haiti. Winds of 115 mph brought high tides, leaving 100 people
dead, 100,000 homeless, and thousands without food or medical care. The Haitian
government appealed for international assistance as the storm continued north-
ward through the Bahamas, ravaging Eleuthera Island.

At the request of the Caribbean Air Command, two C—119 Flying Boxcars
from the Eighteenth Air Force’s 456th Trp Carr Wg were diverted from a training
flight to Panama to fly to San Juan, Puerto Rico, to pick up supplies for hurricane
victims in Haiti. The cargo consisted of Red Cross food and medical supplies.
Lacking adequate airfields in the disaster area, the airplanes dropped the supplies
by parachute over Jeremie, Haiti, which was crowded with hurricane survivors.
The airlift complemented Navy efforts in a project called Operation Sante.

On October 17, the 28th Air Rscu Sq at Ramey AFB, Puerto Rico, sent an
H-19 helicopter piloted by 1st Lt. William B. Roberts, Jr., to Jeremie. For the next
five days, the helicopter flew rescue and relief missions, transporting nine injured
hurricane victims to local hospitals and delivering food and medical supplies to
Haitians whose surface transportation routes had been cut. On October 23, while
flying back to Ramey AFB, Lieutenant Roberts’ helicopter was diverted to evac-
uate an individual with a broken neck from a mountain landslide site about 12
miles south of the Haitian capital of Port-au-Prince. Heavy precipitation con-
tributed to the landslide, which killed 86 people and left 100 missing.

Between October 17 and 24, the 28th Air Rscu Sq H-19 transported at least
10 Haitian storm victims to medical facilities while distributing more than two
tons of food and medical supplies. The Republic of Haiti later issued a postage
stamp to commemorate the squadron’s contribution to Hurricane Hazel relief and
recovery efforts.

During the same month, the Eighteenth Air Force relieved other West Indian
victims of Hurricane Hazel. The 463d Trp Carr Wg, using C—119 Flying Boxcars,
airlifted 10 prefabricated buildings weighing five tons from Hensley Field, Texas,
to Eleuthera Island. Each building, when assembled, covered an area 20 by 48
feet. The shelters housed hurricane victims until they could move into more per-
manent dwellings.
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7.

Name: Tampico Flood.

Location: Mexico.

Date(s): September 20—October 28, 1955.

Emergency: A series of hurricanes dumped heavy rain on eastern Mexico, flood-
ing Tampico.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Fourteenth Air Force; 6th and 42d Air
Divs; 2252d, 2577th, and 2578th Air Reserve Flying Centers; 3510th and 3645th
Combat Crew Training Wings; 3585th Flying Training Wing; 3640th Pilot
Training Wing; 805th and 806th AB Gps; 47th Air Rscu Sq; San Antonio Air
Materiel Area; and 302d and 446th Trp Carr Wgs.

Airlifted: 630 tons of relief supplies, mostly food, clothing, and bedding.
Aircraft Employed: C—46 (12), C-119 (7), C-47 (5), C—45 (5), H-21 (4), SA-16
(2), B-25 (1), YC-124 (1), and H-13 (1).

Operations: Hurricane Hilda hit the Tampico area of eastern Mexico on
September 16, inundating the city and swelling the rivers flowing from the Sierra
Madre Oriental. Prolonged flooding of Tampico caused Mexican civil authorities
to contact Harlingen AFB, Texas, for food relief. On September 20, a week-long
Air Training Command airlift began. Cargo aircraft from Harlingen, Brooks, and
Randolph AFBs transported food supplies via Brownsville to Tampico until
September 28, when the threat of another hurricane suspended missions.

Hurricane Janet struck near Tampico on September 29, dropping more heavy
rain and compounding the flooding. Up to 5,000 people died and 80,000 were left
temporarily homeless. Only a small portion of the city, including Rihl Airport,
escaped high water. Airlift became the chief means of supply. The Continental Air
Command directed the Fourteenth Air Force on September 29 to support the
Fourth Army in the disaster relief effort. A Fourteenth Air Force operations con-
trol center was set up at Harlingen AFB. On October 1, C—46s from Brooks AFB
transported operations, communications, and information service teams to
Tampico.

Between October 1 and 20, the Fourteenth Air Force supervised Air Force
relief efforts, coordinating flights from 15 units, including 38 planes—mostly
C—46s, C—119s, C—47s and C—45s—flying 412 sorties. The planes flew to the
stricken city from the Texas Air Force bases of Brooks, Harlingen, Randolph,
Kelly, and Ellington, transporting 630 tons of food, clothing, bedding, field
kitchens, and emergency equipment. C—119s delivered Army amphibious vehi-
cles from Pueblo, Colorado, to Tampico during the first week in October for the
Fourth Army to use to reach stranded flood victims.

On October 8, Col. Frank L. Wood assumed command of the temporary
Fourteenth Air Force advance headquarters at Harlingen. By October 20, some
surface transportation routes to Tampico had reopened, and the airlift began to
wind down. All Air Force aircraft had returned to their home bases in Texas by
October 28.
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8.

Name: Costa Rican Flood.

Location: Republic of Costa Rica.

Date(s): October 15, 1955.

Emergency: 11 inches of rain in 24 hours flooded the Pacific coast of southern

Costa Rica, including the towns of Puerto Cortes and Golfito.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 26th Air Rscu Sq.

Airlifted: At least one ton of food and medical supplies.

Aircraft Employed: SA—16 and SH-19 (numbers unspecified).

Operations: In the 24 hours between the mornings of October 12 and 13, 11

inches of rain fell over the Pacific coast of southern Costa Rica. Heavy rain fell

for two more days, nearly washing away Puerto Cortes, Golfito, and other coastal

towns, and the roads connecting them. Robert Woodward, U.S. ambassador to

Costa Rica, relayed requests for emergency assistance to the State Department.
On October 15, the 26th Air Rscu Sq at Albrook AFB in the Panama Canal

Zone sent aircraft to Golfito to help distribute thousands of pounds of food and

medical supplies to Costa Rica’s Pacific coast. The prompt relief flights helped to

sustain survivors of the disaster until surface transportation routes could be

restored. U.S. food donations poured into Costa Rica by land and sea in

November to supplement the supplies delivered by air in October.

9.

Name: Magdalena River Flood.

Location: Republic of Colombia.

Date(s): November 30-December 6, 1955.

Emergency: Colombia’s Magdalena River crested at its highest level in 50 years,
flooding 17 towns and leaving 15,000 people homeless.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Caribbean Air Command.

Airlifted: Food and medical supplies.

Aircraft Employed: C—47 (number unspecified).

Operations: At the end of November, Colombia’s Magdalena River, swollen by
heavy tropical rain, crested at its highest level in 50 years. Cities and towns along
the lower part of the 850-mile-long river flooded, forcing more than 15,000 peo-
ple from their homes. The Republic of Colombia asked the United States for air-
lift assistance.

On November 30, the Caribbean Air Command headquarters at Albrook
AFB in the Panama Canal Zone sent a disaster survey team to Barranquilla,
Colombia, a port city at the mouth of the Magdalena River, to prepare for an air-
lift of food and medical supplies. A C—47 laden with medical supplies completed
the first relief shipment from Albrook AFB to Barranquilla on December 2. For
four days, C—47s of the Caribbean Air Command delivered American Red Cross
food and medicine from the Canal Zone to Colombia.
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10.

Name: Argentinean Polio Epidemic.

Location: Republic of Argentina.

Date(s): March 6-17, 1956.

Emergency: Polio infected more than 1,600 Argentineans.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 1st Air Trpt Sq and 61st Trp Carr Gp.
Airlifted: 49 iron lungs, six rocking beds, and six respirators.

Aircraft Employed: C-124 (two).

Operations: Between January 1 and March 5, the Buenos Aires area of eastern
Argentina suffered 848 cases of polio. In early March, 50 new cases were being
reported daily. The government of the provisional president, Pedro Eugenio
Aramburu, appealed for international aid to fight the epidemic. On March 5, the
U.S. State Department asked the Air Force to arrange an airlift of emergency
breathing equipment to Argentina. President Eisenhower’s International
Cooperation Administration authorized $100,000 to secure scarce iron lungs and
other mechanical breathing apparatuses with the cooperation of the National
Foundation for Infantile Paralysis.

Between March 6 and 8, a 61st Trp Carr Gp C—-124 Globemaster from
Donaldson AFB at Greenville, South Carolina, picked up 21 iron lungs in Boston
and flew them via Trinidad to Ezeiza International Airport in Buenos Aires. By
March 15, the polio epidemic had struck 1,676 men, women, and children, and
more than 150 died.

Argentina purchased gamma globulin polio medicine from the United States
and asked for additional iron lungs. Between March 15 and 17, the 1st Air Trpt
Wg (Heavy), from Dover AFB, Delaware, flew 11 tons of equipment—including
28 iron lungs (in various adult, child, and infant sizes), six rocking beds, and six
respirators—from Boston to Buenos Aires aboard another C—124. Argentine mil-
itary personnel accompanied the cargo.

Between March 6 and 17, two C—124 Globemaster flights transported 49 iron
lungs and other mechanical breathing equipment more than 4,000 miles to relieve
some of the polio victims. By the end of the month, President Aramburu
announced that the plague had subsided with the aid of a vaccination campaign.

11.

Name: Guatemalan Polio Epidemic.

Location: Republic of Guatemala.

Date(s): June 21, 1959.

Emergency: A polio epidemic threatened Guatemala.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 29th Air Trpt Sq.

Airlifted: 25,000 units of Salk vaccine.

Aircraft Employed: C-118 (one).

Operations: Alarmed by an outbreak of polio in June 1959, the Guatemalan gov-
ernment asked the United States for supplies of a vaccine serum developed by Dr.
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Jonas Salk. The State Department asked MATS to airlift the vaccine to
Guatemala.

On June 21, a C-118 Liftmaster from the 29th Air Trpt Sq of the 1611th Air
Trpt Wg (Medium), based at McGuire AFB, New Jersey, carried 25,000 units of
serum from Bayonne, New Jersey, to Guatemala (city) in a flight of 2,000 miles.
Thanks to the airlift, physicians in Guatemala inoculated tens of thousands of peo-
ple against the paralyzing disease and arrested a dangerous epidemic that might
have devastated not only Guatemala but other parts of Central America.

12.

Name: Arequipa Earthquake.

Location: Republic of Peru.

Date(s): January 15-16, 1960.

Emergency: A massive earthquake struck Peru, killing 60 people, injuring 200,
and leaving hundreds homeless.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Caribbean Air Command.

Airlifted: 15 tons of blankets, tents, and tent-erecting tools.

Aircraft Employed: C—47 (one) and C—54 (two).

Operations: On the morning of January 13, a severe earthquake registering about
7.0 on the Richter scale struck southern Peru around Arequipa, the country’s sec-
ond largest city, about 460 miles southeast of Lima near the active volcano Misti.
The area, including towns such as Chuquibamba, Ica, and Palpa, with a combined
population of over 200,000, suffered 60 dead and 200 injured. The tremor was felt
as far south as Santiago, Chile.

For three days, aftershocks rocked the region, collapsing buildings weakened
by the initial quake. Hundreds of people lost their homes, while many more slept
outside for fear of being buried alive. Up to 80 percent of the buildings in
Arequipa were destroyed.

On January 14, President Manuel Prado and Premier Pedro Beltran of Peru
flew to Arequipa to survey the damage and arrange relief efforts. The U.S. ambas-
sador, Theodore E. Achilles, Jr., flew from Lima to Arequipa to offer aid. The
Peruvian government promptly accepted the offer and the State Department con-
tacted the Caribbean Command, which included Air Force, Army, and Navy com-
ponents, to airlift cargo from Panama to Peru.

Between January 15 and 16, the Caribbean Command sent four airplanes
laden with 15 tons of supplies, including 1,000 blankets, 50 squad tents, and tent-
erecting tools, from Albrook AFB in the Canal Zone to Arequipa. The aircraft
included two C—47s—one from the Navy—and two C—54s. The tents and blan-
kets helped to shelter many homeless as the task of rebuilding began.
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13.

Name: Brazilian Floods.

Location: Brazil.

Date(s): March 31-April 30, 1960.

Emergency: Two weeks of heavy rain flooded river valleys in five states of north-
eastern Brazil, leaving 500,000 refugees.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 63d Trp Carr Wg and 1608th Air Trpt Wg.
Airlifted: 160 tons of rafts, medical supplies, and food; and two H-34 helicopters
and crews.

Aircraft Employed: C—124 (six).

Operations: During the second half of March, heavy rain in northeastern Brazil
flooded river valleys and burst dams in five states, forcing 500,000 people from
their homes. The Sao Francisco and Jaguaribe Rivers inundated towns such as
Petrolina, Juazeiro, and Oros. On March 29, President Juscelino Kubitschek of
Brazil flew from Rio de Janeiro to Fortaleza in the flood-stricken state of Ceara
to survey damage and arrange relief. His government requested aid from the
United States.

Between March 31 and April 5, six MATS C-124 Globemaster aircraft—
three each from the 63d Trp Carr Wg at Donaldson AFB, South Carolina, and the
1608th Air Trpt Wg at Charleston AFB, South Carolina—carried 30 tons of dis-
aster relief supplies and equipment to Fortaleza. Cargo included 20 four-man life
rafts, food, medical supplies, and two H-34 helicopters and crews from the Navy.
The Globemasters remained in Brazil through April, shuttling an additional 130
tons of emergency supplies from Rio de Janeiro and Natal to Fortaleza.

In addition to saving lives and property, the flood relief airlift demonstrated
U.S. support for Latin America at a time when that support was being questioned
by the new Cuban government of Fidel Castro.

14.

Name: Amigos Airlift.

Location: Republic of Chile.

Date(s): May 23—June 23, 1960.

Emergency: A series of earthquakes—some registering more than 7.0 on the
Richter scale—followed by avalanches, landslides, tidal waves, and volcanic
eruptions, devastated southern Chile, leaving 8,000 people dead or missing, 5,500
injured, and at least 248,000 homeless.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 63d Trp Carr Wg; 1607th, 1608th, and
1611th Air Trpt Wgs; and Caribbean Air Command.

Airlifted: 1,014 tons of hospital equipment, medical and communications sup-
plies, vehicles, cots, blankets, food, tents, clothing, and water purification equip-
ment; and 2,489 passengers.

Aircraft Employed: C-118 (13), C—124 (66), C-54 (4), C—47 (3), and H-19 (2).
Operations: On Saturday and Sunday, May 21 and 22, a series of immense earth-

135



Humanitarian Airlift Operations

quakes struck southern Chile between Concepcion and the Gulf of Corcovado.
Five tremors registered between 7.25 and 8.5 on the Richter scale and, for 25
miles, the earth’s surface sank 1,000 feet. Aftershocks were felt as far away as
Buenos Aires on the other side of the continent. The earthquakes spawned the
eruption of at least seven volcanoes and set off numerous landslides and avalanch-
es. Tsunamis (tidal waves) devastated the Chilean coast. Towns and cities such as
Angol, Puerto Montt, Valdivia, Castro, Concepcion, Puerto Saavedra, and Corral
were all but destroyed. The multiple disasters left more than 8,000 people dead or
missing, 5,500 injured, and 248,000 homeless. Property losses approached $500
million.

On May 23, President Jorge Alessandri Rodriguez of Chile requested U.S.
assistance through Ambassador Walter Howe, and the Departments of State and
Defense arranged a massive airlift of relief equipment and supplies. On May 26,
the Air Force began what became known as the Amigos Aitlift.

Between May 23 and June 23, the Eastern Air Transport Air Force of MATS
and the Caribbean Air Command airlifted more than 1,014 tons of emergency
goods to Chile. Cargo included two 400-bed Army field hospitals, two Army heli-
copter units (10 helicopters), 64 tons of mobile radar landing approach equip-
ment, 140 tents, 2,000 blankets, radios, trucks, trailers, food, cots, forklifts, med-
ical supplies, water tanks, building materials, and two water purification units.

The 63d Trp Carr Wg from Donaldson AFB, South Carolina; the 1607th Air
Trpt Wg from Dover AFB, Delaware; the 1608th Air Trpt Wg from Charleston
AFB, South Carolina; the 1611th Air Trpt Wg from McGuire AFB, New Jersey;
and the Caribbean Air Command from Albrook AFB in the Panama Canal Zone
flew the airlift using 13 C-118, 66 C—124,4 C-54, 3 C—47, and 2 H-19 missions.
The planes carried 2,489 passengers, including refugees, medical personnel, and
communications specialists.

Most flights followed a 4,500-mile, 25-hour route from the United States via
Tocumen International Airport, Panama, and Limatambo, Peru, to Los Cerrillos
International Airport at Santiago and to Puerto Montt in the devastated area.
Cargo came from a host of bases and cities, including Lockbourne AFB, Ohio;
Tinker AFB, Oklahoma; Pope AFB, North Carolina; Andrews AFB, Maryland,;
Dover AFB, Delaware; Albrook and Howard AFBs in the Panama Canal Zone;
Brookley AFB, Alabama; Cedar Rapids, lowa; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania; and
Atlanta, Georgia. The 7th Army Field Hospital from Fort Belvoir, Virginia, and
the 15th Army Field Hospital from Fort Bragg, North Carolina, respectively, set
up operations at Puerto Montt and Valdivia, where they were assisted by 10 air-
lifted helicopters of the U.S. Army’s 56th and 57th Helicopter Detachments.

Caribbean Air Command C—54 and C—47 airplanes came from various loca-
tions across Latin America. Military Airlift Command C—124s, unable to land
safely at U.S. air bases in the Canal Zone because of runway limitations, used
Panama’s Tocumen International Airport. The United States contributed the
largest share of international assistance.
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15.

Name: Hurricane Hattie.

Location: British Honduras.

Date(s): November 3—14, 1961.

Emergency: Hurricane Hattie hit British Honduras with 200 mph winds and 15-
foot tides, killing 250 people and leaving 15,000 homeless.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 63d Trp Carr Wg, 1607th and 1608th Air
Trpt Wgs, and 76th Trp Carr Sq.

Airlifted: 98 tons of food, medicine, clothing, communications equipment, and
aviation fuel.

Aircraft Employed: C—124s (eight) and C-119 (one).

Operations: On October 31, Hurricane Hattie struck British Honduras with
winds up to 200 mph, 15-foot tides, and torrential rain. It left water up to 10 feet
deep in the streets of the colonial capital of Belize, a city of 31,000 inhabitants.
The hurricane destroyed 40 percent of the city’s buildings and heavily damaged
30 percent more. It also devastated Stann Creek, a city of 7,000 people about 33
miles south of Belize, and swamped offshore keys. Hurricane Hattie left 250 peo-
ple dead, 15,000 homeless, and $150 million in property damage. Sir Colin
Thornley, the colonial governor of British Honduras, declared an emergency and
appealed for international aid.

Hurricane Hattie practically destroyed Belize’s airport, Stanley Field, flatten-
ing its control tower and several other buildings. To help put the airfield back into
operation for the relief flights, the Eastern Transport Air Force (East Trpt AF) of
MATS airlifted communications personnel and cargo for the Air Force
Communications Command to British Honduras. On November 3, the 1607th Air
Trpt Wg from Dover AFB, Delaware, flew two C—124 Globemasters with eight
technicians and 32 tons of communications equipment from Tinker AFB,
Oklahoma, to Stanley Field.

Stanley Field also needed fuel supplies for Navy and other helicopters con-
ducting relief operations in British Honduras. Between November 6 and 14, six
East Trpt AF C—124s carried 60 tons of aviation fuel from Charleston AFB, South
Carolina, to Stanley Field. The planes came from the 63d Trp Carr Wg at
Donaldson AFB, South Carolina; the 1607th Air Trpt Wg at Dover AFB; and the
1608th Air Trpt Wg at Charleston AFB.

Mayor Robert King High of Miami asked the people of his city to collect
food, clothing, and medicine for the people of British Honduras; and, in early
November, six tons of cargo were collected. The 76th Trp Carr Sq at nearby
Homestead AFB carried the supplies to Belize aboard a C-119 Flying Boxcar
piloted by AF Res Capt. James W. Kehoe.

The Air Force airlift complemented Navy relief operations in the disaster
area. Aid from Central American republics and from other parts of the British
Empire also helped British Honduras to recover from Hurricane Hattie. By the
third week of November, conditions had visibly improved.
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16.

Name: Colombian Flood and Famine.

Location: Republic of Colombia.

Date(s): August 20-28 and September 12—15, 1962.

Emergency: A broken dam flooded Florencia, Colombia, leaving 134 people
dead or missing, 1,000 dead cattle, and tons of ruined rice. The next month,
famine threatened Indians in northern Colombia.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: Aerial Survey Team Number 2, 1370th
Photo-Mapping Wing.

Airlifted: 88 tons of food and emergency supplies.

Aircraft Employed: RC-130 (two+).

Operations: On August 17, a dam burst on the Otequeza River above the city of
Florencia, in the Andean mountain jungle, about 350 miles southwest of Bogota
in southwestern Colombia. A flash flood inundated the city, leaving 134 people
dead or missing, 1,000 cattle dead, and tons of rice destroyed. The Colombian
government and the U.S. embassy in Bogota contacted the 1370th Photo-
Mapping Wing’s Aerial Survey Team Number 2, in Colombia conducting aerial
photographic missions, to airlift food and other emergency supplies to Florencia.

Operating from Bogotd’s El Dorado Airport, the team conducted seven
RC-130 flights to the flood-stricken town, airlifting 70 tons of cargo between
August 20 and 28. The mercy missions helped to save lives in Florencia and rein-
forced President Kennedy’s efforts with the Peace Corps and the Alliance for
Progress to strengthen relations with Colombia.

During the next month, President Guillermo Ledn Valencia of Colombia
sought U.S. assistance to fight famine among his country’s Indian tribes as part of
a campaign to win peasant support against bandits responsible for rural violence
in economically distressed areas. That same month, a committee of the Alliance
for Progress approved a Colombian government ten-year economic plan, prepar-
ing the way for increased U.S. aid in the form of food and Peace Corps volunteers.

Between September 12 and 15, the 1370th Photo-Mapping Wing’s Aerial
Survey Team Number 2 responded to a Colombian government request to airlift
18 tons of food packages supplied by the Committee for American Relief
Everywhere (C.A.R.E.) from Bogota to the northern Colombian coast. The team
delivered the cargo in two flights to Riohacha, where trucks distributed the food.

17.

Name: Honduran Medical Airlift.

Location: Republic of Honduras.

Date(s): January 2627, 1963.

Emergency: During 1961, 10,000 people flocked to a new medical clinic in the
jungles of northwestern Honduras where there had not been a medical doctor in
35 years. Shortages of medical equipment and supplies forced the clinic director
to request them from the United States.
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Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 403d and 446th Trp Carr Wgs.

Airlifted: Nine tons of medical equipment and supplies.

Aircraft Employed: C-119 (four).

Operations: In 1961, Filipino missionary doctor Filemon Cabansag established
amedical clinic in Cuyamel, a town of 3,000 inhabitants in a jungle area of north-
western Honduras where there had not been a medical doctor in 35 years. During
its first year, the clinic attracted 10,000 patients from Cuyamel and the surround-
ing countryside.

Desperate to continue providing medical treatment in the poverty-stricken
region, Dr. Cabansag left a doctor and nurse at the clinic while he traveled to the
United States to collect medical supplies and equipment. In 1962, he was able to
gather nine tons of medical goods—including hypodermic needles, medicine, vit-
amins, surgical instruments, a refrigerator, an operating table, and two genera-
tors—from Detroit and Houston, where he and his brother had received medical
training. But Dr. Cabansag had no way to transport his medical cargo to
Honduras.

In the fall of 1962, Maj. Sarkis Samarian of the 63d Trp Carr Sq near Detroit
read a newspaper article about Dr. Cabansag’s problem. Major Samarian sug-
gested that his troop carrier wing, the 403d at Selfridge AFB, Michigan, airlift the
medical equipment and supplies to Honduras on cargo aircraft that usually flew
empty on AF Res training flights to Panama. Wing Commander Col. Gari E. King
liked the idea, and passed the request to CONAC, U.S. Air Force headquarters, the
Defense and State Departments, and the government of Honduras, all of which
approved the proposal.

On January 26 and 27, 1963, the 403d Trp Carr Wg flew three C—119 Flying
Boxcars, one each from the 63d Trp Carr Sq at Selfridge AFB, Michigan; the 64th
Trp Carr Sq at O’Hare International Airport at Chicago; and the 65th Trp Carr Sq
at Davis Field, Muskogee, Oklahoma. The planes carried eight tons of medical
equipment and supplies from Detroit and Houston to Tegucigalpa, Honduras,
where there was an airport able to handle the C—119s. The 446th Trp Carr Wg at
Ellington AFB, Texas, carried another ton of medical goods from Houston to
Tegucigalpa.

Trucks carried the nine tons of airlifted medical cargo from Tegucigalpa
northwest to the Cuyamel clinic, where they helped Dr. Cabansag to continue pro-
viding emergency medical treatment for the people of northwestern Honduras.

18.

Name: Alazan Famine.

Location: Mexico.

Date(s): May 3, 1963.

Emergency: A prolonged drought and extreme heat wave ruined the crops
around Alazan, Mexico.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 446th Trp Carr Wg and 923d Trp Carr Gp.
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Airlifted: 17 tons of food and clothing.

Aircraft Employed: C—119 (three) and C—47 (one).

Operations: The spring brought drought and an extended heat wave to the north-
eastern Mexican community of Alazan in the state of Tamaulipas, ruining corn,
bean, potato, and cotton crops upon which the people depended for food and
clothing. By May, the population of about 750 were suffering from malnutrition
and related diseases. Some ate their horses, donkeys, and mules after the animals
died and starvation threatened. News of the plight of Alazan eventually reached
Texas, and radio stations in Dallas, Fort Worth, and Houston appealed for food
and clothing donations for the Alazan famine victims. Soon, 17 tons of relief sup-
plies had been collected. Volunteers trucked the cargo to neighboring Air Force
bases, where reserve units stood ready to airlift it to Mexico.

On May 3, the 446th Trp Carr Wg at Ellington AFB near Houston and the
923d Trp Carr Gp at Carswell AFB near Fort Worth used three C-119 Flying
Boxcars and one C—47 Skytrain to carry the emergency cargo to Miller
International Airport at McAllen, Texas, near the Mexican border. From there, the
17 tons of food and clothing were transported by trucks and helicopters to the
Alazan area, about 40 miles south of the border. Following the airlift, Praxidis
Balboa, the governor of Tamaulipas, and Samuel M. Pereyra, the Mexican consul
at Fort Worth, thanked the Texas contributors and AF Res units for their generos-
ity. Heavy rain came to the Alazan area the first week of May, ending the drought.

19.
Name: Parana Fires.
Location: Brazil.
Date(s): September 10-12, 1963.
Emergency: Fires consumed five million acres of forests in southern Brazil’s
state of Parana, killing 146 people, injuring 406, and leaving at least 1,500 home-
less.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 345th Trp Carr Sq.
Airlifted: 50.2 tons of food, medicine, and tents; and firefighters and medical
personnel.
Aircraft Employed: C—130 (one).
Operations: At the end of August, forest fires, sparked by a seven-month
drought, broke out in the state of Parana in southern Brazil southwest of Sao
Paulo. In September, the fires consumed five million acres of trees, including
huge reserves for Brazil’s paper industry. Destruction ravaged 22 municipalities,
including Ipiranga, Curiuva, and Natingui. Eventually the conflagrations killed or
injured 552 people, left at least 1,500 homeless, and destroyed $80 million worth
of property.

On September 6, Governor Ney Braga of Parana, working with President
Joao Goulart of Brazil, requested U.S. aid for the fire victims. U.S. officials in
Brazil, including Consul Arthur Feldman at Curitiba, Parana’s capital, and

140



Latin America

Leonard Wolff, director of the U.S. Food for Peace mission in Brazil, organized a
relief effort.

The 345th Trp Carr Sq of the 516th Trp Carr Wg at Dyess AFB, Texas, flew
a C—130 Hercules cargo aircraft in Brazil on a routine supply mission to Rio de
Janeiro. Between September 10 and 12, Lt. Col. Raymond C. Carleton and his
crew flew three trips southwest from Rio to Curitiba and Londrina to deliver 50
tons of food, medicine, and tents, together with firefighters, doctors, and nurses.
The mission reinforced President Kennedy’s Alliance for Progress and his efforts
to bolster the relationship between the United States and Brazil. On September
23, spring rains came to southern Brazil, helping to extinguish the enormous
Parana fires.

20.

Name: Hurricane Flora.

Location: Tobago Island, Trinidad and Tobago.

Date(s): October 9, 1963.

Emergency: Hurricane Flora hit Tobago with 110 mph winds, leaving 36 people
dead and 17,000 homeless.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 3d Air Trpt Sq.

Airlifted: 385 tents and cots.

Aircraft Employed: C—124 (one).

Operations: About noon on September 30, Hurricane Flora hit the island of
Tobago just northeast of Trinidad off the northern coast of South America. Winds
of 110 mph, high tides, and heavy rain killed 36 people. A major hurricane had
not hit Tobago in 30 years, and many of the island’s buildings were not con-
structed to survive high winds. Hurricane Flora damaged or destroyed 90 percent
of the dwellings, leaving 17,000 people homeless. The government of Trinidad
and Tobago, which had gained independence from Britain the previous year,
appealed for international relief. The State Department arranged to airlift relief
supplies through DoD.

On October 9, 1st Lt. James P. White and his crew from the 3d Air Trpt Sq
of the 1608th Air Trpt Wg at Charleston AFB, South Carolina, flew a C-124
Globemaster cargo aircraft to Tobago. The plane carried 385 tents and cots to pro-
vide shelter and bedding for hurricane survivors.

After striking Tobago, Hurricane Flora also devastated Haiti and Cuba. Haiti
accepted U.S. aid, which the Navy helped to deliver, but Cuba’s Fidel Castro
refused all offers of direct aid from the United States and the American Red
Cross.

21.

Name: Panama Canal Zone Evacuation.
Location: Canal Zone, Republic of Panama.
Date(s): January 14—February 9, 1964.
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Emergency: Rioting in Panama endangered the lives of U.S. citizens in the Canal
Zone, and many sought to return to the United States for safety.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 1608th and 1611th Air Trpt Wgs.
Airlifted: 1,535 passengers.

Aircraft Employed: C-118 (10).

Operations: On January 9, U.S. students at Balboa High School in the Canal
Zone raised only the U.S. flag, despite an agreement between the United States
and Panama that flags of both nations would fly together if any flags were flown.
When Panamanians marching to the school to raise the Panamanian flag were
turned away, violence erupted. Riots left 25 people dead and 350 injured.
President Roberto Chiari of Panama severed relations with the United States.

Families of U.S. personnel working in the Canal Zone fled to U.S. bases for
safety, overcrowding available housing. Many dependents wanted to return to the
United States, and the State and Defense Departments arranged for an airlift.
Between January 14 and February 9, the East Trpt AF of MATS airlifted 1,535
U.S. nationals—660 adults and 875 children—from Howard AFB in the Canal
Zone to Charleston AFB, South Carolina, and Andrews AFB, Maryland. They
flew aboard 10 C—118 Liftmasters on 25 missions operated by the 1608th Air Trpt
Wg at Charleston AFB and the 1611th Air Trpt Wg at McGuire AFB, New Jersey.
About half of the evacuees were children under the age of six. Many fled in haste,
leaving most of their belongings in Panama, including winter clothing. Volunteers
at Charleston and Andrews AFBs arranged for clothing donations and temporary
billeting until the refugees could find homes or return to Panama.

On April 3, the United States and Panama, prodded by the Organization of
American States, agreed to resume diplomatic relations and exchange special
ambassadors to discuss the conflict, including clauses of the 1903 Panama Canal
Treaty. As the dual flag policy returned, the Canal Zone gradually became safe
again for U.S. families.

22.
Name: Bahia Flood.
Location: Brazil.
Date(s): January 23 and February 4, 1964.
Emergency: Flooding of the Sdo Francisco and the Jequitinhonha Rivers in east-
ern Brazil killed 100 people and left 100,000 homeless.
Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 1608th Air Trpt Wg.
Airlifted: 120 tons of food and medical supplies.
Aircraft Employed: C-124 (two).
Operations: During January, torrential rain flooded the Jequitinhonha and Sao
Francisco River valleys of the states of Minas Gerais and Bahia in eastern Brazil.
The floods killed 100 people and left 100,000 homeless. Governor Francisco
Lomanto, Jr., of Bahia appealed to the United States for food and medicine.

On January 23, the East Trpt AF of MATS diverted a C—124 Globemaster
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from the 1608th Air Trpt Wg at Charleston AFB, South Carolina, from a routine
mission to Rio de Janeiro for use in an emergency airlift to Bahia. The cargo plane
flew to Recife on the coast of Brazil, where Brazilian air force personnel helped
to load it with food and medical supplies destined for Salvador, capital of Bahia,
about 430 miles southwest of Recife. The airplane carried about 100 tons of cargo
from Recife to Salvador on three flights. Local religious organizations at Salvador
helped to distribute the medical supplies and food, which included corn meal and
butter oil.

Another 1608th Air Trpt Wg C—124 carried 20 tons of foodstuffs from Recife
to Salvador on February 4. The two Air Force Globemasters provided Brazil with
emergency assistance while giving aircrews valuable experience.

23.

Name: Costa Rican Volcano.

Location: Republic of Costa Rica.

Date(s): January 2-9 and May 22—June 5, 1964.

Emergency: A volcano erupted about 30 miles east of San José, Costa Rica. Over
the next 15 months, it dumped tons of ash on the city and surrounding country-
side.

Air Force Organization(s) Involved: 1607th Air Trpt Wg, 63d Trp Carr Wg, and
West Trpt AE.

Airlifted: 289 tons of street sweepers and heavy construction equipment, includ-
ing trucks, vans, air compressors, stone grapplers, and rock crushers; and 33 U.S.
Navy Seabees.

Aircraft Employed: C—133 (nine) and C—124 (three).

Operations: On March 13, 1963, Mount Irazu—an 11,260-foot volcano about 30
miles east of San José, capital of Costa Rica—erupted. Daily eruptions followed
for 15 months, but instead of liquid lava flowing down the slopes of the mountain,
clouds of blue-black ash rained over a 250-square-mile area, which included San
José and its 230,000 inhabitants. By October 1963, 2,000 cattle had died in the
vicinity of the volcano. By January 1964, more than 50,000 tons of dust and ash
had fallen over the capital.

Costa Rican businessmen purchased three six-ton U.S. street sweepers to
clean the streets of San José. President Francisco Orlich of Costa Rica requested
U.S. aid to airlift them. Between January 2 and 9, the 1607th Air Trpt Wg from
Dover AFB, Delaware, flew three street sweepers from Ontario National Airport
near Los Angeles via Kel